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PNA wrecks Palestinian houses 

GAZA (R) — The Palestine National Aurboriry (PNA) Wednes- 
day demolished five houses built illegally on state-owned land in 
• Gaza, Palestinians said. Mo hamm a d Kahlout, 38. from the Sheikh 
L Radwan area in Gaza dry, said Palestinian police wrecked his 
bouse and four others in the neighbourhood. “Four months ago, 
the Palestinian Authority gave us a 4S~hour notice to evacuate our 
bouses because they would be demolished since they were built on 
state-owned land without permits,’ Mr. Kahlout told Reuters. 
"They came today and without notice they demolished the houses 
before we could remove the furniture,*’ he added. Mr. Kahlout 
and his nine-member family said they had uowwhere to go and 
were penniless. Former Israeli occupiers used house demolition as 
a form of punishment against Palestinians in Gaza. “When (PLO 
Chairman Yasser) Ararat arrived we thought we would have a 
happy life, but we never thought we would end up this way," he 
said. 
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Fed raises interest rates 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The Federal Reserve raised short-term 
interest rates Wednesday for the seventh time in a year, increasing 
both the overnight interbank rate and the discount rate by half a 
percentage point. The increase took the overnight interbank rate 
(the Fed funds rate) to 6.0 per cent from 5.5 per cent and the 
discount rate to 5.25 percent from 4.75 per cent The U.S. centra] 
bank announced the rate increased after a rwo _ay meeting of its 
policy-making open market committee, the first of 1995. "Despite 
tentative signs of some moderation in growth, economic activity 
has continued to advance at a substantial pace while resource 
utilization has risen further," the Fed said in a statement. “In these 
circumstances the Fed views these actions as necessary to keep 
inflation contained and thereby foster sustainable economic 
growth.” The Fed acted six times last year, beginning in February, 
to raise short-term rates to forestall inflation. The last increase was 
on Nov. IS, when the Fed raised both the interbank, and discount 
rates by three-quarters of a percentage point. 
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Knesset ratifies 
treaty with Jordan 






TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
entrv 'lash^ Is rae ^ parliament ratified 
sj nc ; «° ^ Wednesday the Ocl 26 peace 
P erB ,^Prii treaty with Jordan. Only 52 

vt£n«.u of die 120 deputies turned 

out for the formality of the 
second and third readings 
and just two voted against, 
both from the far-right Mod- 
eict Party. Jordan began to 
take control Monday of a 
340-square-kilometre border 
strip, most of which Israel 
seized after the 1967 Middle 
East war. Speaker Shevah 
Weiss has complained that 
the government handed back 
land even before the treaty 
was ratified. 
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EU delegation 
to tour Mideast 


PARIS (AFP) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) will send a 
delegation to the Middle East 
□ext week to support the 
troubled oeace process, a 


•^nons from jar ■ troubled peace process. 
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is PresirW , ricuvu luicigu umuaujr 

!%$ tawfk spokesman said Wednesday. 

Spokesman Richard Duque 
U.S. Scales said the EU would send a 

k«-*L. x ** trilateral delegation to the 

DgtwK BiOm Middle East from Feb. 7-10, 

bomb etfhihu successive stops in Syria, 

• v . Israel, Gaza and Lebanon. 
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- sor.isn Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
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E redecessor at the ELFs 
elm. “We support the peace 
process and hope that the 
current difficulties will be 
overcome as quickly as possi- 
ble,” Mr. Duque said. 

Lebanon to probe 
waste dumping 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese government 
Wednesday asked the court 
of justice to investigate the 
dumping of toxic waste in 
Lebanon and called on a spe- 
cial committee to remove it 
as quickly as possible, offi- 
cials said here. The decision 
was taken a day after the 
international environmental 
group Greenpeace accused 
the Environment Ministry of 
trying to dump containers of 
toxic waste in mountains 
northeast of Beirut. The 
court of justice will try to find 
out who brought thousands 
of barrels of toxic waste into 
Lebanon. 

India denies building 


sons to divorce Iran chemical plant 
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NEW DELHI (R) — India 
has stressed it has ho chemic- 
al weapons and does not have 
the technology or expertise to 

„ manufacture them. The Indd- 

_•>; ranged an Foreign Ministry, in a 
dciuil^ statement foxed to Reuters 
r \\,: I. -counts on Wednesday, denied a re- 
. ’ 3 ni£h a** port in the Washington Times 
sjjr.JaiS that three Indian companies 
':.j ' .is were helping Iran buDd a 

. secret poison gas complex. 

' _ v ■ ai sat"? The statement quoted a 

' spokesman as saying 

~ 7 1- j oV Jasi Washington Times had 
" * riiH ^ made similar allegations in 

-*- - " : 7 , i polish tb ; the past. Monday’s Washing- 

L h ,j rfp^ ton Times story was reports! 
’ *' s ^ l ',| hei f by the Indian Express. “Clar- 

3-"" : f V j auvrifel' 1 *' ifylng the position, the 
- kff spokesman said the projects 

r’4-"-- and & for the construction of pesti- 

r cides factories in Iran were 
-ir n ,-iu^Tn ^ P 111 out t0 international ten- 
■■ Tns ^ & der and Indian companies 

-.r--'--' 11 . . jjjst ^ won these tenders in open 
- &'*' competition,” the statement 

:i ^ said. 
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C - Hurd: Libya still 

c - - • : l e 1 prime blast suspect 

" • V" V frish 2 # LONDON (AFP) — British 
ntembers of parliament 
(MBs) Wednesday accused 
" ; 7 .t Jos ina^i the United States of hiding 



Douglas 

case against Libya had not 
changed. The House of Com- 
mons hearing came in the 
wake of a Scottish newspaper 
report last week that newly 
released U.S. intelligence 
p ‘ data showed an Iranian 
ayatollah had paid extremists 
, -, n c- rn-L S10 million to bomb the Jum- 

l . bo jet. “During the early 
-‘ lit shitty* Sla ges of the investigation,” 
■a 13#* -j (cPJ said Mr. Hurd, “the possibil- 

■: ■ jty that Palestinian extremist 

groups might be responsible 
was extensively investigated 
and so were reports Of Ira- 


:iS' 

SeP^fJstei 

sp e . aK , 

^jrjtSC3* 


b-' 


King, Arafat, Rabin and Mubarak meet today 


Unprecedented Cairo summit to 
focus on Palestinian-Israeli track 


By P.V. Vivekanaztd with 
agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein today meets 
with the leaders of Egypt, the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israel in 
an unprecedented Middle 
East s ummi t that will seek to 
break the deadlock in the 
Palestinian-Israeli track of 
the peace process. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said the sum- 
mit was planned by the four 
leaders in telephone contacts. 
Mr. Kabariti’s Egyptian 
counterpart, Amr Musa, 
announced the meeting after 
President Hosni Mubarak 
met with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in 
Cairo. 

Mr. Peres, upon his return 
to Israel after ltis brief visit to 
the Egyptian capital, de- 
scribed the summit as a 
“coalition for peace” that will 
seek to revive the sagging 
peace process. 

Mr. Kabariti said in Am- 
man that the summit, where 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin would meet with 
three of his main Arab part- 
ners in peace, including PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
would focus on the troubled 
Palestinian-Israeli peace 


negotiations. 

“Jordan hopes that the 
meeting would result in pro- 
ducing a mechanism that 
would give a new impetus to 
the peace efforts in all its 
dimensions, particularly on 
the Palestinian-Israeli track 
because Jordan believes that 
genuine peace should be 
comprehensive and enable 
the Palestinians to exercise 
their rights in accordance 
with international resolutions 
and in implementation of the 
Oslo and Cairo agreements,” 
Mr. Kabariti was quoted as 
saying by Jordan Television. 

The Oslo accords, worked 
out in secret between the 
PLO and Israel, were formu- 
lated into a declaration of 
principles that was signed by 
the two sides in Washington 
on Sept. 13, 1993. Subse- 
quently, the two sides negoti- 
ated the implementation of 
interim Palestinian autonomy 
in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and signed an 
agreement in Cairo on May 
4. Under the Cairo accord, 
the PLO launched self-rule in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
but the expansion of Palesti- 
nian autonomy to the rest of 
the West Bank remains stal- 
led after a spiral of violent 
attacks by hardliners who 
oppose the accord. 


Jordan has signed a peace 
treaty with Israel. Negotia- 
tions between Israel and 
Syria and Israel and Lebanon 
— the two other tracks of the 
peace process launched in 
Madrid in 1991 — remain 
deadlocked. 

Earlier Wednesday, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said President Mubarak had 
invited King Hussein to join 
him in a traditional Ramadan 
meal (iftar) in Cairo on 
Thursday. 

“Following the iftar, there 
will be a meeting including 
the Jordanian, Egyptian, 
Palestinian and Israeli sides 
to discuss the present status 
of the peace process and 
other issues under the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement signed 
by the two sides in Cairo last 
year," Petra said. 

“The meeting will seek to 
produce means to advance 
the process and overcome the 
problems facing it on some of 
the tracks ahead of a compre- 
hensive and just peace in the 
region,” the agency said 
without elaboration. 

According to statements 
made by Mr. Musa in Cairo, 
Egypt is making intense 
“efforts to salvage the peace 
process from collapse.” 

“The summit will focus on 
the Palestinian track because 



it’s the track which h3S been 
blocked by too many obsta- 
cles,” Mr. Musa told repor- 
ters. “The summit is to try to 
achieve a breakthrough.” 

The four-way talks were 
announced after Mr. Mubar- 
ak met with Mr. Peres a: 
Cairo's Al Inihadiya palace. 

As the four leaders will be 
meeting, their foreign minis- 
ters are to hold sessions on 
the side, Mr. Musa added. 

Noticeably missing from 
the list is Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad, who refuses 
to meet with Israeli leaders 
before he has a commitment 
for the return of land seized 
by the Jewish state in the 
1967 war. 

The talks are not expected 
to start until nightfall Thurs- 
day in deference to the 


Ramadan fast, which began 
Wednesday. 

President Mubarak has re- 
peatedly acted as mediator 
between Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Arafat, but Thursday's meet- 
ing will be the first to bring in 
King Hussein. 

Asked why Jordan was in- 
vited. Mr. Musa told a Cairo 
news conference: “Of course, 
it has significance. It is a 
parallel addition to the peace 
process. There are agree- 
ments between the Palesti- 
nian Authority and Jordan 
and there are interactions.... 
and there is an agreement 
between Jordan and Israel. 
This is why Jordan mil be 
coming here.” 

Egypt is apparently also 
concerned that the process of 
trying to end almost five de- 


Yitzhak Rabin 


cades of Arab- Jewish hostil- 
ity could be further under- 
mined by deadlock between 
Syria and Israel over the fu- 
ture of the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Peres told reporters 
after meeting Mr. Mubarak 
to wrap up details that the 
four- party summit was “an 
innovative effort in the his- 
tory of the Middle East.” 

“I think it (the summit) 
would serve peace in the 
Middle East because more 
and more what we are facing 
in the Middle East is not a 
confrontation like it used to 
be in the past between Jews 
and Arabs and Palestinians 
and Israelis, but a real 
attempt to create a coalition 
for peace,” Mr. Peres said. 

“I believe this is probably 
the first time that we are 


Yasser Arafat 


meeting like this, a coalition 
for peace made up of not one 
or two parties, but of three 
states and an autonomous 
area.” 

Mr. Peres asked President 
Assad to join in. 

“I will say that on our side 
as far as we are concerned 
there is an open invitation to 
President Assad. If he wants 
join in we shall clearly be 
happy if he will do so ... we 
don’t want to exclude any- 
body,” Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Musa said Mr. Assad 
was not invited by host Egypt 
because “we don't want to 
embarrass him.” 

Mr. Mubarak said after 
meeting Mr. Assad and Saudi 
King F^id in Alexandria in 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel approves building 
new Jerusalem colony 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — In the escalat- 
ing fight over Jerusalem, an 
Israeli planning committee 
on Wednesday approved con- 
struction of a large Jewish 
neighbourhood in the eastern 
sector claimed by the Palesti- 
nians as a future capital. 

Angry Palestinian leaders 
said Israel was violating the 
Israel-Falestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord 
by creating facts on the' 
ground before talks on the 
final status of the Holy City 
begin next year. 

“There is no meaning to 
the peace process,” said 
Palestinian Information 
Minister Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo. “Israel wants to replace 
the taQts by drawing a new 
map, and we reject this.” 

The go-ahead for the new 
Jewish neighbourhood of Har 
Homa came a day before 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was to meet with PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
Egyptian President Hosni 


Mubarak and King Hussein 
in Cairo to try and rescue the 
Israel-PLO negotiations that 
have been halted over a deep 
crisis of confidence. 

Wednesday’s decision was 
likely to further inflame the 
Palestinians who complain 
that Israel’s land grab in the 
West Bank and East Jeru- 
salem endangers the negotia- 
tions. Last week, Mr. Rabin's 
cabinet approved more than 
3,000 new homes in Jewish 
West Bank settlements ring- 
ing Jerusalem. 

The Har Homa neighbour- 
hood in southern Jerusalem 
will have 6,500 homes, with 
construction likely to begin 
next month. 

Har Home will be built on 
land Israel seized the 1967 
war and then “annexed" into 
Jerusalem. A spokesman said 
75 of the 460 acres set aside 
for the neighbourhood were 
confiscated from Arab land- 
owners. Other land was 
taken from Israeli landown- 
ers. 


Once completed, Har 
Homa would boost East Jeru- 
salem’s Jewish population by 
some 25,000. Since 1967, 
Israel has built a ring of 
Jewish suburbs in East Jeru- 
salem, and today Jews nar- 
rowly outnumber the 150,000 
Palestinians in the eastern 
sector. In all, Jews make up 
two-thirds of Jerusalem’s 
population of 560,000. 

In a related development, 
police planned to deploy 
several hundred extra troops 
in and near Jerusalem’s old 
walled dty on Thursday, in 
anticipation of prayers ai the 
Al Aqsa Mosque on Friday. 

Meanwhile, Palestinians 
from across the political spec- 
trum launched an anti- 
settlement campaign, calling 
for donations to buy land, 
plant trees and organise pro- 
tests, under Palestinian In- 
formation Minister Abed 
Rabbo. He said that a rally 
was planned for Friday near 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Cannon 
sounds 
start of 
Ramadan 

CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
blast from an antique cannon 
heralded the start of Rama- 
dan in Egypt on Wednesday, 
as Muslims around the world 
begin a month of dawn-to- 
dusk fasting. 

Algeria, Libya, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Nigeria, Iran, Jor- 
dan and Syria also started 
Ramadan on Wednesday, a 
day after Saudi Arabia and 
most countries in the Arabian 
peninsula. 

In Pakistan, Ramadan 
which is calculated according 
to the sighting of the crescent 
moon, was set to begin on 
Thursday. 

The Cairo cannon, known 
as “Old Fatma," was dusted 
off, after 11 months of 
hibernation, and fired early 
in the monring for the start of 
the fast. 

It blasts two more times 
each day: To signal to the 15 
million inhabitants of the 
Egyptian capital when to 
break the fast with the even- 
ing iftar, and then again to 
wake up for breakfast, 
known as the suhur, just be- 
fore dawn. 


Aideed gunmen loot 
formerU.N. compound 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Militiamen loyal to warlord 
Mohammad Far ah Aideed 
occupied the former U.N. 
headquarters compound here 
Wednesday and embarked on 
a systematic looting after it 
was abandoned by U.N. 
troops. 

Tne militia of General 
Aideed’s Somali National 
Alliance (SNA) moved in to 
occupy the compound, the 
former U.S. embassy in the 
Somali capital, by blockinjg 
the main entrances with their 
pick-up battle-wagons, 
known as “technicals.” 

The move came despite 
pledges by Gen. Aideed and 
other clan leaders to respect 
the U.S. property as U.N. 
troops leave Somalia follow- 
ing the failure of rival war- 
lords to form a government 
of national unity, and raised 
fears that rival militias would 
fight for the key site. 

Only a few shots could be 
heard from within the sprawl- 
ing compound during the 
morning. 

Little of value was left to 
appropriate after the 950- 
strong Pakistani battalion 
which had guarding the 33- 
hectare oompound pulled out 
at 6:00 a.ra. (0300 GMT). 


Contractors bad already 
removed almost all equip- 
ment belonging to the United 
Nations and the U.S. liaison 
office, and shipped it over- 
seas. 

“The Pakistanis had 
already looted everything 
and left us nothing, no gener- 
ators or computers,” com- 
plained a young would-be 
looter at one of the gates. 

The 8,000 U.N. troops and 
some 350 U.N. civilians re- 
maining in Somalia — most 
quartered at Mopdishu’s air- 
port and seaport — will ail 
leave this lawless Horn of 
Africa country by late March 
under the protection of a 
seven-nation U.S. -led task 
force dubbed “Operation 
United Shield.” 

They abandoned the main 
compound on Jan. 15 to the 
contractors and the Pakistani 
security battalion. 

Militiamen looted the 
U.N. Development Program- 
me offices in the United Na- 
tions’ southern compound 
next to the airport on Mon- 
day, and most observers bere 
expect fierce fighting for the 
airport and possibly the sea- 
port as well as soon the last 

(Continued on page 3) 


Syria to 
consultU.S. 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria’s ambassador to the 
United States Walid Al 
Muallem will return to 
Washington this week for 
talks with an American team 
supervising the deadlocked 
Synan-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions, officials said on 
Wednesday. 

They said the decision was 
conveyed by Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Al Sharaa to U.S. 
Ambassador to Syria Christ- 
opher Ross during a meeting 
on Tuesday. 

Mr. Sharaa also gave Mr. 
Ross a message from Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad to Presi- 
dent Bill Ginton in reply io a 
message which Mr. CUnton 
sent earlier on the peace pro- 
cess. 

Mr. Muallem returned to 
Damascus following a round 
of talks with his Israeli coun- 
terpart to the U.S. in Decem- 
ber in which the chiefs of staff 
of the Syrian and Israeli 
armed forces took part. 

Syria said the talks pro- 
duced no results and accused 
Israel of presenting impossi- 
ble demands during the ses- 
sion, held at the State De- 
partment under the auspices 
of Washington. 

Syrian Information Minis- 
ter Mohammad Salman said 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin was unable to 
take any decisive decision on 
peace with Damascus be- 
cause he was worried about 
his political future. 

“Rabin's dwindling popu- 
larity inside Israel, caused by 
his policies, is making him 
anxious about his political 
future especially with the 
approach of the elections. 
That is why he is unable to 
take any decisive decision on 
peace," Mr. Salman told 
Reuters. 

But he said Syria would 
continue to cooperate with 
efforts by the United States 
and any other party aimed at 
achieving a just and compre- 
hensive peace based on U.N. 
resolutions calling for Israeli 
withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Arab lands. 

Syria and Israel have 
reached no tangible results in 
more than three years of 
peace talks. 

Mr. Salman said Mr. Rabin 
was ’’resorting to man- 
oeuvres" to cover up his in- 
ability to take decisions about 
peace. Elections are due in 
Israel next year. 

The minister said the deri- 
sion by Damascus to send 
Mr. Muallem back to 
Washington indicated its in- 
terest in supporting the U.S. 
peace efforts. 


Jordan wins IOJ presidency 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The In- 
ternational Organisation of 
Journalists (IOJ) elected Jor- 
dan as its first Arab president 
on Wednesday. 

Suleiman Qudah, head of 
the Jordan Press Association 
{ JPA), will serve as president 
of the 120-member IOJ for 
the next four years. He won 
66 votes against 27 secured by 
Poland's Andrzej Ziemzski. 

Mr. Qudah, deputy chief 
editor of AI Ra’i daily, is the 
first Arab to head the 
Prague-based IOJ. 

Antonio Nieva of the Phi- 
lippines was elected 
secretary-general with 51 
votes against 45 secured by 
Martins Morim of Portugal. 

Carlos Camano from 
Argentina secured vice- 
presidency and Moses Naga- 
mootoo from Guana won 
second vice-presidency, Bul- 
garia’s Alexander Anjelo was 
elected treasurer. 

Naim Toubassi, president 
of the Palestinian Journalists 
Association, was elected 
vice-president representing 
the Arab group, and Jean- 
Francois Tealdi as vice- 
president for Europe. 

Ladi Lawal, a Nigerian, 
was named vice-president for 
Africa, Cuba’s Topal Poez 
Hemandes for Latin Amer- 
ica, Vietnam’s Phang Quang 



Sul eiman Qudah 

for Asia, and Earl Posky 
from Santa Luria for the Car- 
rib bean. 

A motion adopted at the 
end of an annual IOJ con- 
gress held here called for the 
protection of journalists and 
freedom of the press around 
the world. 

For the first time since the 
IOJ was founded in 1946 as a 
stalwart against imperialism 
and capitalism, the organisa- 
tin took no stand on political 
issues such as Algeria or the 


Middle East peace process. 

In its final session, the con- 
ference adopted a statement 
“affirming the importance of 
consolidating the IOJ role in 
the international scene and of 
increasing coordination and 
cooperation among its mem- 
bers in finding positive solu- 
tions to problems faring jour- 
nalists.” 

The statement said the 
IOJ, founded in 1946, was 
committed "to protect and 
strengthen the rights of jour- 
nalists and their freedoms." 

In 1952, in the thick of the 
gold war, most western asso- 
ciations split off from the IOJ 
to form the International 
Federation of Journalists 
which is based in Brussels. 

The Amman conference 
called for "greater unity” be- 
tween professional organisa- 
tions but made no reference 
to a possible reunification. 

Outgoing Secretary Gener- 
al Gerard Gatinot of France, 
urging the protection of jour- 
nalists, said 129 colleagues 
had been killed in 1994 while 
at work around the globe. 

The Qudah ’s main task will 
be to reorganise the finances 
of the organisation, which 
now has an annual budget of 
SI. 5 million, down from an 
average $10 million in the 
1980s. 


Moscow issues warrant for 
Dudayev, redoubles Grozny bid 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russia stepped up its in- 
timidation campaign against 
Chechenya on Wednesday, 
issuing an arrest warrant for 
its president, Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, and claiming a sig- 
nificant military advance in 
the capital Grozny. 

Meanwhile, the Interior 
Ministry officially took com- 
mand of the intervention 
from the Defence Ministry, 
in line with President Boris 
Yeltsin’s assertion that fol- 
lowing the fall of the pres- 
idential palace in Grozny two 
weeks ago, all that remains to 
be done in the separatist re- 
public is a “clean-up opera- 
tion.” 

General Alexander Kuli- 
kov, head of Russia's Interior 
Ministry forces, was named 
commander of the 
Chechenya operation, the 
news agency Interfax re- 
ported. He replaces Gen. 
Anatoly Kvachin of the De- 
fence Ministry. 

Russia’s chief prosecutor 
accused Mr. Dudayev of 
treason and incitement to ter- 


rorism and issued a warrant 
foT his arrest, Interfax said. 

The charges arise from Mr. 
Dudayev's actions in un- 
ilaterally taking Chechenya 
out of Russia three years ago, 
then taking up arms against 
Russian troops when they en- 
tered the Caucasian republic 
to crush the secession on 
Dec. 11. 

Ten days ago the Russian 
authorities said they had 
launched a manhunt for Mr. 
Dudayev. Since then they 
have sought to undercut his 
authority, setting up a new 
Moscow-controlled adminis- 
tration to reimpose Russian 
rule in Chechenya. 

A Chechen spokesman 
quoted by Interfax said 
Wednesday that Mr. 
Dudayev was at his military 
headquarters in the capital, 
Grozny, several hundred 
metres from the from line 
separating Russian and 
Chechen forces. 

The arrest warrant was 
issued as Russian troops 
broke through rebel lines in 
Grozny, crossed the river 


Sunzha and set up a bridge- 
head in an area controlled by 
the Chechens, according to 
reports by Interfax. 

The agency quoted a De- 
fence Ministry spokesman at 
the Russian military base of 
Mozdok, North Ossetia, as 
saying that a Russian unit had 
captured a bridgehead on the 
eastern side of the river in 
southeast Grozny on 
Wednesday. 

A Chechen commander 
told Interfax news agency the 
claims were false. 

Thousands of Russians and 
Chechens have died since 
President Boris Yeltsin sent 
troops into the rebel region 
on Dec. 11 to crush its three- 
year independence bid. 

Russian troops also redou- 
bled their efforts to push 
Chechen fighters from Groz- 
ny but it was increasingly 
clear Moscow’s forces were 
bogged down in the city 
ruins. 

Chechen separatists re- 
ported a determined Russian 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Coalition urges 


talks 


restructuring of 
U.S.aid in Mideast 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
coalition of prominent U.S. 
private aid and religious 
organisations proposed Tues- 
day a revamping of aid to the 
Middle East — the one area 
where Republican aid 
slashing is expected to have 
the least impact. 

The group wants cuts in the 
S5.1 billion that goes to 
Egypt and Israel every year 

— 40 per cent of all U.S. aid 

— and pushed for regional 
development aid over selling 
arms to individual nations. 

The group, called the 
Coalition to Rethink U.S. 
Aid to the Middle East, in- 
cludes World Vision, Care, 
Church World Service/ 
Lutheran World Relief and 
the Quaker lobbying group 
Friends Committee on 
National Legislation. 

The proposals respond to 
the end of the cold war. the 
continuing struggle for 
Mideast peace and the anti- 
aid. mood in the epublican- 
controUed U.S. Congress. 

“With this type of oppor- 
tunity, we can either spend 
our money on more F-15s or 
on more irrigation projects," 
said Caleb Rossiter, of the 
Project on Demilitarisation 
and Democracy, a coalition 
member. 

“If we had spent $20 mil- 
lion in Somalia in the 1980s 
not on military aid to 
(Mohammad) Siad Bane, we 
probably would not have had 
to send in troops, lose two 
dozen Americans and spend 
$2 billion.” Dictator Siad 
Barre's ouster in January 
1991 led to widespread clan 
warfare and U.S. interven- 
tion 11 months later. 

A coalition report, which 
members said took a year to 
draft, backed up the propos- 
als with statistics: 

In the Middle East, one 
person in four lives in pover- 
ty. On average. Middle East- 
ern women bear 4.9 children, 
and the population will dou- 
ble by 2035. Already, one in 
five children doesn’t have 
enough to eat. Five million 
refugees from the Gulf war 
still live off of-. relief food. 

Yet, only 13 per cent of 
economic aid to the region 
'goes to basic education and 
. health care, safe drinking wa- 
ter, sanitation, nutrition and 
family planning. 


And the United States, 
Britain, France and Russia 
have sold $13 billion worth of 
weapons in the region per 
year since the end of the cold 
war, the group noted. 

The coalition report out- 
lined a gradual four-step 
approach by the United 
States that includes: 

—Promoting moves within 
the region to make Middle 
Eastern countries trust each 
other. 

— Helping them to negoti- 
ate reduced military forces. 

— Encouraging develop- 
ment and open political sys- 
tems. 

— Fostering regional coop- 
eration. 

“Our proposal does not 
anticipate an immediate, 
complete restructuring of 
assistance to the region but 
rather a gradual phase-in of 
changes... as the peace pro- 
cess progresses," the coali- 
tion report said. 

It said while the approach 
would cut into Israel's $3 
billion and Egypt’s $2.1 bil- 
lipn in military and develop- 
ment aid, it would serve 
those countries’ best interests 
and those of the region by 
promoting stability. 

Israel and Egypt have re- 
ceived more U.S. aid than 
any other countries since they 
signed the 1978 Camp David 
accords leading to a peace 
treaty the next year. 

As Congress has decreased 
foreign aid in recent years, 
high levels have been main- 
tained for both Israel and 
Egypt, and little change is 
expected this year. A Repub- 
lican proposal would cut fore- 
ign aid allocations across the 
board but would exempt 
Israei and Egypt. 

The thinking has prevailed 
that because the two nations 
made the first Arab-Jewish 
peace, their stability and 
prosperity has to be pro- 
tected. i 

“Our study group con- 
cluded that the Camp David 
accords are no longer an 
adequate framework for 
effective U.S. aid to the re- • 
giqn,” the report said.. . 

"Total U.S. aid is shrink- 
ing while new demands for 
assistance are rising in the 
Middle East and elsewhere. 
This reality Brakes rethinking 
aid to the Middle East all the 
more imperative.” 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A 
seven-man team of Lebanese 
security officials flew to 
Washington on Wednesday 
for talks with U.S. authorities 
on security issues in Leba- 
non. 

Lebanon says the two-day 
talks starting on Monday wifi 
concentrate on security for 
travellers at Beirut airport 
and hopes they will lead 
eventually to lifting an eight- 
year U.S. travel ran on the 
country. 

It says they have nothing to 
do with the Middle East 
peace process in which Leba- 
non’s negotiations with Israel 
have been stalled since late 
1993. 

U.S. officials have said the 
talks will start a dialogue 
between the two countries on 
the security situation in Leba- 
non in general, including 
Beirut airport, and the safety 
for U-S. citizens travelling to 
Lebanon. 

But they say the travel ban 
imposed during the Lebanese 
civil war in 1985, which also 
bars airlines from flying be- 
tween the United States and 
Lebanon, is unlikely to be 
lifted in the near future. 


The delegations will be 
headed by Riad Tabbara, 
Lebanon's ambassador to 
Washington, and Robert Pel- 
letreau, U.S. assistant secret- 
ary of state for Middle East- 
ern affairs. 

The deputy chief of staff of 
the Lebanese army. Briga- 
dier Ibrahim Abbas, was 
withdrawn from the team at 
the last minute to emphasise 
that Beirut would only dis- 
cuss the airport issue, 
Lebanese sources said. 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God) and some 
other Lebanese groups have 
charged that the talks are a 
U.S. plot to discuss the Shiite 
Muslim movement whose 
fighters are trying to drive 
Israeli troops from South 
Lebanon. 


for Washington on Sunday to 
tempt U.S. business to invest 
in Lebanon’s multi-billion 
dollar reconstruction plan. 

The Reagan administration 


imposed restrictions on travel 
to Lebanon in January 1987 
amid kidnappings and attacks 
by Muslim extremists against 
Americans and other Wester- 


much of the country. 

The restrictions are up for 
review this month. The State 
Department last extended 
the ban in August, saying' 
Lebanon “remains a danger- 
ous place." 

The U.S. measures were 


prompted by the June 1985 
hijacking of a TWA jetliner 


Israei and the United 
States want Beirut to curb 
Hizbollah before Israel will 
discuss pulling out of its 
South Lebanon occupation 
zone. 


A separate mission of 
Lebanese banking, business, 
trade and construction offi- 
cials headed by Industry and 
Oil Minister Asa’ad Rizk left 


The team's departure, first 
scheduled for the first week 
of January, had been delayed 
because of local opposition. 

An official announcement 
said the seven-member team 
comprised representatives of 
the government's various 
security agencies as well as 
Beirut airport security and a 
civil aviation official. 

American restrictions in- 
clude a ban on using U.S. 
passports for travel to Leba- 
non, an embargo on use of 
American airports by 
Lebanese airliners and pro- 
hibition on U.S. jetliners 
landing in Beirut. 

Lebanon has repeatedly 
asked Washington to lift the 
ban, saying it is no longer 
needed as the government 
has restored law and order to 


hijacking of a TWA jetliner 
to Beirut. The hijackers kil- 
led an American passenger 
during the 17-day ordeal. 

Suicide bombings on two 
U.S. embassy buildings and a 
Marine Corps base in 1983-84 
killed 260 Americans. 

Nearly 100 Westerners 
were kidnapped by extrem- 
ists during the 1975-90 civil 
war. Seventeen were Amer- 
icans and three of them died 
in captivity. 

The United States wants 
strong assurances that the 
kidnappings and killings of 
Americans will not be repe- 
ated. 


The Lebanese government 
has disarmed most private 
militias. But violence con- 
tinues to erupt occasionally 
and the guerrilla war with 
Israel persists in South Leba- 
non. 


Kuwait tries to rally Gulf behind Iraq embargo 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait, dismayed by calk 
from Gulf states for an end to 
the U.N. embargo on Iraq, is 
trying to turn the tide sweep- 
ing the region in favour of 
ending Baghdad's four-year 
isolation. 

Kuwait's Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah was dispatched to 
Oman on Monday after the 
sultanate described interna- 
tional oil and trade sanctions 
on Iraq as a “disgrace for 
Arabs." 

The official Omani News 
Agency reported only that 
Sheikh Sabah met with 
Oman’s Sultan Qaboos, with- 
out describing what hap- 
pened at the meeting. 

A Kuwaiti Foreign Minis- 
try official said Sheikh Sabah 
was on a mission to restore a 
united front among the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) against Iraq. 

The GCC states with the 
exception of Oman broke off 
ties with Iraq following its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Such unity has since been 
shattered however. Qatar, a 
GCC member, restored di- 
plomatic ties with Iraq in 


1992. 

In the same year, Bahrain’s 
Prime Minister Sheikh Khali- 
fa Ben Salman A1 Khalifa 
angered Kuwait by congratu- 
- lating Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein on his birthday. 

And in January this year 
the defence minister of the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Rasbed AJ Maktum, 
urged Kuwait to reestablish 
“ties of friendship with the 
Iraqi people who are suffer- 
ing from the embargo." 

His comments went down 
badly in Kuwait, which was 
under seven-month Iraqi 
occupation. The occupation 
ended only when Iraqi forces 
were routed by a U.S.-led 
coalition in the January- 
Februarv 1991 Gulf war. 

The government replied 
crisply that Kuwait was aware 
of the suffering of tbe Iraq: 
people. 

In private, leaders do not 
bother to hide thier irritation 
' at Sheikh' Mohammad, also 
crown prints 'of Dubai, for 
his remarks.’ 

Out dfaD GCC States only 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait it- 
self still support a continua- 
tion of the embargo on Iraq. 


imposed by the United Na- 
tions after. the 1990 invasion. 

“This is not a very comfort- 
able position," said Jassem 
A1 Sadoun, economic advisor 
to parliament. 

Oman's stance in favour of 


Russia, China and France 
— all permanent members — 
have met with stiff opposi- 
tion from the two other 
permanent members Britain 
and the United Sties. 


Iraq is all the more worrying 
to Kuwait because it is the 


only Gulf state with a seat on 
the U.N. Security Council, a 
Western diplomat said. 

When the Security Council 
last reviewed sanctions on 
January 12. the Omani repre- 
sentative also spoke up in 
favour of easing sanctions for 
the first time. 

Kuwait's unease was 
heightened last Friday by a 
statement from Oman's 
minister of palace affairs. 
“Iraq must be helped to over- 
come its mistakes and come 
out of its isolation," said Ali 
Ben Majid A] Muammaxi. 

"What is happening to the 
Iraqi people is a disgrace for 
Arabs.*’ 

One high-ranking Western 
diplomat told AFP: "I have 
the impression that ttie atti- 
tude of Gulf Arab countries 
worries them (the Kuwaitis) 
much more than those of the 
permanent members of the 
Security Council. 


However, another diplo- 
mat said Kuwait was simply 
wary of publicly criticising 
any of the five “powers" sit- 
ting permanently on the 
Security Co until. 

“Kuwaitis never say any- 
thing unpleasant about 
permanent members," the di- 
plomat said. 

The official line from the 
Kuwaiti government is to 
understand the positions of 
the Russian and French gov- 
ernments. 


Kuwait's Information 
Minister Sheikh Saud Nasser 
A1 Sabah said Saturday that 
Paris and Moscow were firm- 
ly committed to the condi- 
tions set by the U.N. Security 
Council for the lifting of sanc- 
tions on Iraq. 


But he warned French 
businessmen visiting .Bagh- 
dad against the “mirage" of a 
"bankrupt regime, incapable 
military, politically ana eco- 
nomically.” 


With peace faltering , Rabin is on the ropes 


By Dan Perry 

Tbe Associated Press 


ly, wrote Tuesday that Mr. 
Rabin's inconsistency was 


TEL AVTV — Racked by 
infighting and uncertain ab- 
out where to take the falter- 
ing peace process. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
government is in its deepest 
crists. 

The latest evidence of 
lack of resolve came Mon- 
day. when Mr. Rabin 
ordered the cancellation of 
an unpopular capital gains 
tax after first swearing it 
would never be imposed 
and then vowing not to bow 
to public pressure against it. 

The move was designed 
to boost Mr. Rabin’s sag- 
ging popularity. 

Instead, it raised new 
questions about his credibil- 
ity. 

“This government is 
crumbling," said opposition 
legislator Shaul Yahalom of 
the National Religious Par- 
ty. "It’s a caricature. One 
day there is a tax, the next 
day there isn't.” 

Nehemia Strassler, an 
analyst for the Haaretz dai- 


Rabiu's inconsistency was 
costing him support. 

“The public sees Rabin’s 
behaviour as that of a pre- 
mier who tends to bend in 
the wind... who is for and 
then against, who can’t en- 
dure pressures." Mr. Stras- 
sler wrote. “Then the ques- 
tion arises, perhaps this is 
also the way the premier 
will act on other, more fate- 
ful issues, such as the peace 
process." 

A poll published in the 
Yedioth Ahronoth daily 
found that 47 per cent of 
508 Israelis questioned said 
that the government’s tur- 
naround on the tax 
weakened its credibility. 

Thirty-three per cent said 
the move helped the gov- 
ernment while 20 per cent 
said it bad no effect. The 
survey, by the Dahaf Agen- 
cy, had a four per cent 
margin of error. 

In parliament Monday, 
the government survived a 
no-confidence motion 
brought by religious parties 
— including Shas, a would- 
be coalition partner. Mr. 


Rabin’s opponents accused 
him of desecrating the Sab- 
bath by bolding a working 
meeting last Saturday. 

But polls show that if 
elections were held now, 
the legislature would be- 
come predominantly right- 
wing and Mr. Rabin would 
be clobbered by opposition 
head Binyamin Netanyahu, 
likely spelling the end of 
peace talks with the Pales- 
tine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 


attacks have killed 54 
Israelis since Oct. 1. 

“A year and a half after 
what seemed to have been a 
historic turning point in the 
relations of the two peo- 


ples, they are sinking deep- 
er and deeper into the mud 


ANALYSIS 


Mr. Rabin's standing has 
been slipping for months as 
it emerged that Palestinian 
autonomy in Gaza and the 
West Bank enclave of 
Jericho, established in May, 
has not improved personal 
security for Israelis. 

The watershed moment 
appeared to come last Sun- 
day, when two Islamic 
suicide bombers from Gaza 
blew themselves up on a 
busy highway in central 
Israel, killing 20 soldiers 
and a civilian. Similar 


er and deeper into the mud 
without an exit," political 
commentator Uzi Benzi- 
man wrote in tbe liberal 
Haaretz daily. “The experi- 
ment has failed.” 

Polls taken since show 
about 50 per cent of Israelis 
want Rabin to stop tbe talks 
with the PLO — a call 
sounded even by the gener- 
ally dovish president, Ezer 
Weizman. 

Mr. Rabin has argued 
that would only reward the 
‘terrorists.’ telling high 
school students Monday 
that the peace process must 
go on. 

"Is it possible to expel 
two million Palestinians? 
Or is it possible, as they 
(the opposition) promise, 
to prevent terror?... No. 
There are no miracle solu- 
tions,” he said. 

But some officials, like 
Deputy Defence Minis ter 


Mordechai Gur, say openly 
that Israel will not imple- 
ment stage two of the 
autonomy agreement — a 
troop pullout from Palesti- 
nian towns in the West 
Bank — until PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat goes af- 
ter the Islamic militants in 
the PLO-ruled areas. 

And in a subtle shift, Mr. 
Rabin is now stressing not 
peace but "separation” be- 
tween Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. 

Last week officials flo- 
ated plans for an electronic 
border fence. On Monday, 
Police Minister Mostie 
Sbahal told parliament the 
border would be patrolled 
by guard dogs. 

The idea is popular 
among Israelis and consis- 
tent with the Israeli left 
wing’s ultimate desire to 
withdraw from the West 
Bank, occupied along with 
the Gaza Strip in 1967. 

But it is a marked depar- 
ture from the autonomy 
accord, which preserved 
economic interdependence 
between Israel and the 
Palestinian areas for a five- 


year interim period. 

Critics have charged that 
the separation idea is prem- 
ature unless Mr. Rabin 
agrees to uproot Jewish set- 
tlements deep in Arab 
areas, which the autonomy 
accord left in place until a 
final settlement, to be 
reached by 1999. 

_ Reflecting the deep divi- 
sions within Mr. Rabin's 
government on how to pro- 
ceed, some officials are 
urging the multi-phase 
approach be scrapped in 
favour of a decisive push 
toward a final accord in tbe 
two years Mr. Rabin has. 
left. The prime minister' 
ascended to power in 1992. 

“If this term ends with an 
elimination of the threat of 
war for generations there 
won’t be any meaning to 
the polls," wrote Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yossi 
Beilin in Haaretz. "But if 
the polls slow down the 
peace process, governance 
will have no meaning." 

Mr. Rabin's woes have 
* been multiplied by inces- 
sant quarrels in his govern- 
ment. 
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Lebanese group to fight ‘normalisation^ 
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Muslim and Christian groups 011 Tuesday set 
permanent conference to oppose any moves to norin^ 
ties with Israel. The move was announced at the endkof^ 
two-day forum here, also attended by Palestinian tep^ 

sentatives. “The compromises and treaties signed byA" 

governments with the Zionist enemy are not binding oh 
Arab and Muslim people,” said a statement read byKatjg 
Pakraduni, bead of a Christian group which was alhedwja 
Israel during Lebanon’s 1975-1990 ayil war. Partidpamsijj 
-the forum included two former prime minis ters 
deputies, as well as representatives from tbe Lebabeie 
Baath Party and tbe Iranian-backed Hizbollah. 
present was the head of Lebanon’s highest Shiite Msafe 
authority. Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi Shamseddin,:^ 
representatives from the Maronite and Greek OrthoSS 
churches. The forum said the “new Middle Bast ardcj* 
recomm ended by Israel ran counter to tbe regidjj’j 
geographic and historical identity as well as its economic 
interests. “Normalisation is the other face of occupation?; 
the statement said. “It allows Israel to move forward fa® 
occupation to economic hegemony.” S teerin g oommitt& 
have been set up to fight normalisation with Israel across 
the board. They will coordinate with similar groups seti$ 

' in Egypt and Jordan. 
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Algeria denies asking Israel for hejjp^ 


VIENNA (AFP) — Tbe Algerian authorities on Tuesday 
officially denied a newspaper report that they hni 
requested Israeli cooperation in the fight against milit»% 
Algeria’s ambassador in Vienna, Halim Benatfallah, g^id 
that the report in the Israeli paper YedfofAharanot that Ik 
bad contacted his Israeli counterpart Yossef Gavrin*® 
pure fiction. According to the news report, 
proposed setting up a joint group to study measures againa 
hardline Islamic fundamentalists, the daily said. AlgoU 
has been fighting a fundamentalist Islamic insuirecfig 
since early 1992. The Israeli Foreign - Ministry Tuesday 
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refused to confirm or deny the newspaper report, but;* 
senior Foreign Ministry official told AFP that Israeli 


senior Foreign Ministry official told AFP that Israeli 
diplomats had received several requests through third 
parties for meetings with Algerians. “The contents of these 
messages cannot be revealed,” he said. Israel's official 
position was “not to get involved in what’s going on in 
Algeria,” the official added. Mr. Benattallah said in a 
statement given to AFP in Vienna that the newspapfcft 
report “is pure fiction.” He said: “Tbe only cooperation 
possible is that expected by the Palestinian Authority ib 
end the continuing Israeli settlement (of the Palestmiai 
occupied territories) which is threatening the Middle East 
peace process.” 


Clinton envoy due in Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — U.S. presidential envoy Rfiharii 
Beattie is to travel to Turkey on Feb. 9 to discuss imtiajgffl 
to end the division of Cyprus, the U-S. ambassador mf, 
Marc Grossman told journalists that Mr. Beattie wank) 


arrive in Ankara ahead of a later visit by U.S. Ass&aot 
Secretary of State for European and Canadian Allans 


Secretary of State for European and Canadian Allans 
Richard Holbrooke, due here on Feb. 20. Both mcn^fisd 
had to postpone earlier trips. Mr. Beattie had been dueia 
Ankara last week after first holding talks with the leaded 


of the Greek and Turkish Cypriot communities in 
before travelling to Athens for farther discussion. But he 
had had to put off his trip because Turkish Prime Minuter 
Tansu Oiler was in Davos, Switzerland, for. the W6rf0f 
Economic Forum meeting.-'*^ 


153 southern Yemenfsieium home in amnesty 


SANAA (AFP) “ More than 150 southern Yemenis wbo 
fled the country during the two-month dvfl war last -yea- 
returned to Yemen on Tuesday from the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), of fi ci a ls said. Tbe 153 returned as part'd! 
an “amnesty” declared by President Ali Abdullah Saiefi 
dmrog and after the May-July war, the official agent? 
&*VBA said. Since the beginning of August last year, 
Yemeni authorities have announced the return of 7,000- 
refugees both civilians and soldiers, although* the amnesty 
officially expired on August 15. About 10,000 southerners. 
i fled when Mr. Saleh's northern troops captnred the 
souffiern stronghold of Aden. They sought refuge in 
neighbouring countries such as Oman, the UAE and Saadi 
j V a P ,a ‘ The amnesty does not extend to 16 of the 
ringleaders who headed the move for southern Yemen to 
break away and become independent. They include former 
southern leader Ali Salem Beidh, who declared himself 
president f or the breakaway republic, but later fled to 
Oman. 
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fiueen sends condolences 
)o U.N. secretary general 


yUMAN (J.T.) - Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday sent a letter of 
condolences to U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Gbali on the death of Un- 
. ited Nations Children's 
J Fund (UNICEF) Executive 
Director James Grant 
Following is the text of 
Queen Noor’s letter: 

"The news of the death 
of James Grant has left us 
deeply saddened. On our 
own behalf and that of the 
people and government of 
Jordan, King Hussein and I 
would like to express to 
you, to the Grant family, 
and to all the members of 
the United Nations system 
our grief and our sense of 
loss at the death a of an 
exceptional human being 
and an exemplary interna- 
tional civil servant 
We and many others 
. around the world will long 
celebrate James Grant’s te- 
nure as executive director 
of UNICEF. His greatest 
achievement was not mere- 
ly to have launched prog- 
rammes and initiatives that 
saved the lives of tens of 
millions of children and 
women, and unproved the 
health and well-being of 
hundreds of millions of 
others. It was his ability to 
inspire, cajole and educate 
the entire world about the 
capacity of even the 


poorest countries to im- 
prove and sustain the sur- 
vival rates and life quality 
of their children, using low- 
cost, simple technologies 
and the empowerment of 
mothers and families with 
knowledge. 

The World Summit for 
Children in 1990 may have 
been the high point of his 
career, bringing together 
an unprecedented number 
of national leaders to 
affirm then co mmi tment to 
improving the well-being of 
die world’s children. 

Mr. Grant always carried 
in his pocket a small sachet 
of oral rehydration salts. It 
reflected Ins conviction of 
how great deeds could be 
accomplished through re- 
latively simple means. 
Perhaps the greatest testa- 
ment to Mr. Grant's person 
and life is that the power 
and the fruits of his convic- 
tions will continue to save 
and to improve the lives of 
women and children 
around the world, even af- 
ter his death. In their lives 
and hearts, consciously or 
not, they now cany a pic- 
ture and a memory of 
James Grant. 

May his soul rest in peace 
and his memory enjoy 
God’s blessings.” 

Dr. Grant passed away in 
New York on Jan. 28 at the 
age of 72. 


Literary, scientific stream 
•ecord highest tawjihi scores 


iMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
,383 scientific stream and 
54 literary stream tawjihi 
:udent$ obtained 90 per cent 
ad over in the mid-year 
eneral certificate examina- 
ons held last month, accord- 
ig to Mohammad Obeidat, 
hector of the Examinations 
Apartment at the Mtaistiy 
f Education Wednesday. 
Dr. Obeidat said in a state- 
nent to die Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the high 
tpres this year were the re- 
uit of extra efforts on the 
jart of the students to get the 
ligbest possible grades to en- 
sure their entry into unrversi- 
ries and partly because this 
year, the questions set by the 
Ministry of Education were 
more clearly and adequately 


prepared for the benefit of 
the students. 

A total of 84,361 students 
in the scientific, literary, 
commercial, agricultural, in- 
dustrial, nursing and hotel 
management streams were 
registered for the mid-year 
examinations. Sixty-seven 
students had their exams can- 
celled for violating rules or 
cheating, according to Dr. 
Obeidat. 

The tawjihi students whose 
examination results were * 
published last week are still 
to,. take the end-of-year- 
examination in May, and the 
Ministry of Education will 
^calculate the final results on 
the average of the two ex- 
aminations. 


(Continued from page 1) 

J.N. troops leave. 

U.N. troops also withdrew 
Tom the university com- 
pound adjoining the main 
compound on Wednesday, 
ind abandoned nearby 
:heck-points. 

U.N. civilian personnel 
nulled out of Galkayo and 
Bossasso in northeastern 
Somalia on Tuesday, U.N. 
spokesman George Bennett 
said on Wednesday. 

Some remain in north 
Mogadishu, which is under 
die control of Gen. Aideed’s 
arch-rival, self-styled Presi- 
dent Ali Mahdi Mohammad, 
and in Jowhar, north of the 
capital, but no troops remain 
outside the capital. 

“All U.N. personnel will 
now be relocated to Moga- 
dishu port and airfield,” Mr. 
Bennett said- 

goth are in south Moga- 
dishu, which is mostly con- 
trolled by Gen. Aideed’s 
mflitias, but AM mihbas 
loyal to Mr. All Mahdi hold 
the strategic enclave of Medi- 
na just beside the affpoit. 

Tie security of the u.s. 
compound had been guaran- 
teed by both Gen. Aidfcd 

and Mr- AH Mahdi as well as 

the Absal commander in 
wtiiua. Musa S»di Yalaho, 
but both Mr. Yalaho and 


Aideed ally Mohammad 
Qanyare Afrah warned in in- 
terviews with AFP that their 
sides would fight for it if the 
other ride occupied it. 

U.S. Ambassador Daniel 
Simpson said last week that 
the main faction leaders and 
more than 50 elders had 
assured a high-level task 
force delegation in Moga- 
dishu then that they would 
guarantee the security of the 
compound. 

As SNA official on 
Wednesday described it, 
however, as “a site under our 
legitimate control.” 

Both Mr. Afrah and Mr. 
Yalaho told AFP they consi- 
dered rite airport as the terri- 
tory of their respective rides, 
and would fight for it if need 
be. 

In a press conference 
Wednesday, Mr. Afrah said 
the militias would “react 
aggressively” if U.S. troops 
remained in Mogadishu for 
more than a week during the 
final evacuation. 

He accused the U.N. force 
of implying that the U.S. 
troops would “capture Moga- 
dishu," and said: “We don’t 
want to see U.S. marines in 
Mogadishu's streets. They 
must limit their military exer- 
cise to the seaport and air- 
field.” 
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Man kills sister, injures other 
for ‘immoral behaviour’ 
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Jordadan soldiers on peacekeeping mission Cor U.N. 


_ - • • • -| • ano nymity. 

Jordan to 10 m in marking 

J Cs way to hospti 

U.N.’s 50th anniversary IS 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — United Nations 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghafi Wednesday launched . 
the organisation’s 50th 
anniversary commemoration 
at a ceremony at U.N. head- 
quarters in New York. 

To mark the beginning of 
celebrations, the secretary- 
general will inaugurate a 
year-long United Nations ex- 
hibit of the original U.N. 
Charter. 

A world wide programme 
of events, involving the entire 
U.N. system and nearly all of . 
its 185 member states, is ex- 
pected to culminate in a spe- 
cial commemorative meeting 
of the General Assembly 
from Oct. 22-24. 

National committees for 
the 50th anniversary have 
already been established in 
100 countries, inducting Jor- 
dan. 

The Jordanian committee 
is headed by the Ministry of 
Foreign Amirs, and incorpo- 
rates participants from the 
ministries of Education , 
Higher Education, Youth, 
Information, Communica- 
tion, Culture and Social De- 
velopment, as well as repre- 
sentatives from die Royal 
Scientific Society and the 


Armed Forces. 

Anniversary activities 
focus on educational efforts 
designed to reach a broad 
audience, especially the 
young. A source from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
told the Jordan Times that 
activities in Jordan wfii take 
place ail year, but that they 
will centre on the week from 
March 13 to April 7, and will 
involve televised speeches by 
the foreign minister, the Un- 
ited Nations representatives 
in Jordan and a member of 
Jordan’s mission to the U.N. 
exhibitions on U.N. activities 
and sports events. 

Schools will be encouraged , 
to hold classroom discussions 
on die role and functions of 
the U.N. 

In an effort to draw atten- 
tion to the involvement of 
Jordanian troops in U.N. 
peacekeeping missions, a Jor- 
dan Television camera team 
will virit members of Jordan’s 
peace-keeping forces on loca- 
tion in Croatia, Angola and 
Haiti. In addition, com- 
memorative stamps and coins 
bearing the U N, emblem 
win be issued shortly. 

Asked whether he felt that.. 
Jordanians had reason to.! 
# ce J i e bra.te t he 50 1 h 
anniversary, of an organisa- 
tion often seen as not acting 


By Rana Husseini 

' Special to toe Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — One woman 
was killed and another was 
seriously injured after 
bring shot by their brother 
in Ain Janeh town in 
Ajloun for what the slayer 
described as “immoral be- 
haviour,” according to 
police. 

The women identified as 
Nabilah A., 23, and Najah 
A., 32, were shot several 
times by their brother 
Mahmoud Al, who surren- 
dered to police immediate- 
ly, one source told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The 40-year-old man 
confessed to committing 
the crime, said the source 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

According to the source, 
Nabilah, who died 1 on the 
way to hospital, was shot in 
her home after being re- 
leased from prison Tues- 
day. She had served eight 
months for becoming pre- 


gnant out of a wedlock. 

k Nab3ab told police that 
a man promised to many 
her and took advantage of 
her, and when police ques- 
tioned, the man they disco- 
vered that he was married 
and he refused to many 
that woman,” foe source 
-said. 

Nabilah delivered her 
baby in jail, the source 
said. She was released after 
her father signed a guaran- 
tee that rite would not be 
harmed, he added. 

In a heated argument, 
the source said, Mahmoud 
accused Najah of covering 
up her aster’s pregnancy. 
He drew a gun and shot - 
both women, said the 
source. 

• An Ajloun police official 
contacted by the Jordan 
Times Wednesday would 
only confirm that Nabilah 
had been killed, and that 
her sister was shot and in- 
jured, but be declined to 
give any further details 
“until the investigations- are 


over.’' Mahmoud has been 
arrested pending investiga- 
tion. , 

Both women were taken 
to A1 Iman Hospital is 
Ajloun. Nabilah was de- 
clared dead on arrival, 
while her sister, Najah was 
listed in critical condition 
and was transfe rred to 
Princess Basina Hospital in - 
Irbid the same evening. 

An official at Princess 
Basina Hospital told the 
Jordan .Times Wednesday 
that the victim was in fear 
condition and is expected 
to survive. 

This is the first “crime of 
honour” to be reported in 
the Kingdom since the be- 
ginning of 1995. 

Last .year, the Public.. 
Security Department 
(PSD) reports snowed that 
crimes at honour ranked 
highest among the total 1 
number of reported crimes 
in the Kingdom. There ■’ 
were 24 reported honour 
crimes, of the 87 reported 
murders in Jordan. 


in the interest of the Arab 
World, Adnan Abu Odefa, 
Jordan’s ambassador to the 
U.N., replied that as the only 
international organisation of 
its kind, and the only body to 
address global issues such as 
poverty, the environment 
and human rights, the United 
Nations served the interests 
of everyone, including Jorda- 
nians. 

But other voices were 
more critical. A former 
Jordanian ambassador to 
U.N. offices in Geneva told 
Jordan Times that Jordanians 
want the U.N. to be more 
effective in implementing its 
resolutions and adopt one 
standard on human rights and 
on nuclear weapons. 

They would also like to see 
a more democratically consti- 
tuted Security Counal, less 
bureaucracy, an end to 
favouritism in the recruit- 
ment for U.N. posts and an 
end to dtqrtication of U.N. 
efforts by its various regional 
offices. 

During the anniversary 
year, the U.N. is convening 
the World S ummi t for Social 
Development, c which . will 
take place , in. Copenhagen in 
March, and the Fourth. World 
Conference .on. Women 4n 
Beijing in September. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
1 the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 


OUD RECITAL 

☆ Oud recital by ‘Adi Sahib at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art on Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 


iV Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Photographic exhibition entitled “To Be or Not to Be — 
Industry Destroys Nature” at the Royal Cultural Cadre. 

* Exhibition of abstract art by Mohammad Labadi at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

* Exhibition of the works of Lebanese artist Amin A1 
Basba at Darat At Funun. Also showing another exhibi- 
tion entitled “Phase n-Doors and Windows” by Jorda- 
nian artist Ghada Dabdaleti and works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 

☆ Educational works depicting the flfeof “Voltaire” at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

•it Exhibiti on of works by Hala Mahayni at the Petra 
International Hold in Aqaba. 


Aideed gunmen loot compound 


Vegetable oil export dispute 
settled between Jordan, Iraq 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A dispute be- 
tween Jordanian exporters 
and Iraqi importers over 
Jordanian vegetable oil ex- 
ports to Iraq has been settled 
with the mediation of the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, officials said Wednesday. 

“We have found a com- 
promise formula acceptable 
to both rides, and we expect 
the exports to resume soon,” 
said Wahd A1 Khatib, gener- 
al director the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

Mr. Khatib said the Iraqi 
side bad agreed to raise the 
price of vegetable oil to S865 
per tonne and was in the 
process of amending the re- 
lated letters of credit. 

The problem arose when 
the vegetable oil processors 
and exporters found them- 
selves unable to execute 
orders of about 63,000 tonnes 
from Iraq at the prices origi- 
nally agreed upon since inter- 
national prices of raw mate- 
rial — mainly Malaysian 
palm oil — shot up dramati- 
cally in the past few months. 

Jordanian exporters had 
received orders of about 
75,000 tonnes of vegetable 
oil. The letters of credit pro- 
vided for partial shipments 
but were non-negotiable as 


Jordan, Israel to begin mail 
exchange 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanians and Israelis 
will be able to exchange mail starting Feb. 6 in 
implementation of the provisions of the 
Jordan- Israel peace accord signed on Oct 26, 
according to an announcement by the Minis- 
try of Post and Communications Wednesday. 
The announcement said die ministry also 
made the necessary arrangements for the 
exchange of postal services between Jordan 
and the self-rule areas of Palestine in accord- 
ance with the Jan. 26 agreement between the 
two sides signed in Amman by the concerned 
ministers. 

Qaraeen tipped to head 
meteorology 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A source at the depart- 
ment of meteorology said that three senior 


Car as prices were concerned. 
The exporters — four major 
companies — shipped about 
15,000 tonnes before the bike 
in international prices of 
palm oil increased their cost 
of output. 

The exporters sought to 
renegotiate the prices, but in 
view of the conditions of the 
letters of credit they were 
‘ unable to do so. The Iraqi 
importers insisted on the 
prices that were originally 
agreed upon, and hence the 
deadlock. 

The price of Malaysian 
palm oil meanwhile went up 
from $500 a tonne. The Iraqi 
government, pressed because 
of the shortage of oil in the 
country, bought 10,000 ton- 
nes at a higher price to meet 
urgent demands, but the dis- 
pute was not settled. 

Iraqi government officials 
and importers raised the 
deadlock with a delegation 
headed by Khaldoun Abu 
Hasan, president of the Am- 
man Chamber of Industry, 
which visited Iraq early this 
month, and requested the 
chamber’s intervention to re- 
solve the dispute. 

The Iraqi side argued that 
any substantial raise in prices for 
vegetable oil was unaccept- • 
able because of the resultant 
increase in the market prices 
in Iraq. 

After intense discussions 


with representatives of the 
exporting firms, the Amman 
Chamber of Indnsfry prop- 
osed the compromise mid it 
was accepted by both rides. 

“There was’enough good- 
will on both sides to resolve 
the problem and v/e expect 
the orders to be executed soon,” 
said Mr. Khatib of the cham- 
ber. 

The solution to the prob- 
lem was seen as crucial to 
Jordanian industries’ efforts 
to rebuild their relations with 
Iraq after a period of relative 
absence from the Iraqi mar- 
ket as a result of difficult 
business conditions posed by 
the four-year-old sanctions 
against t hat country. 

Several Jordanian business 
delegations visited Iraq in the 
past six months, and some of 
the traders who were in the 
teams said they were told that 
Jordanian exporters have to 
adjust their business practices 
and banking requirements if 
they hoped to do business 
with Iraq. 

However, most others said 
the Iraqi ride was highly post- 
itive to Jordanian efforts to 
resume the Kingdom’s role as 
a key supplier to Iraq. But, 
they said, the Iraqis v^pre 
asking for “more patience 
and cooperation” from the 
exporters until the sanctions 
are eased/lifted. 


department officials are being reviewed for 
the post of director general for the depart- 
ment. Among tiie candidates is senior staff 
member Amin QaraeeH, who is tipped to be 
next in line for the job. The next director 
general and deputy will follow current Direc- 
tor General An Aranda and Deputy Director 
Rafiq Shaker, who both will retire after the 
expiration of their contracts this month. 

Trade minister meets 
Lebanese, French envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb Wednesday met 
Lebanese Ambassador to Jordan W illiam 
Habib and discussed Jordanian-Lebanese 
. cooperation in industry and trade affairs. The 
minister later met French Ambassador Ber- 
nard Bajolet and discussed issues of common 
concern to France and Jordan. 



King Talal Dam 


Team studies U.S. -financed 
Egyptian pro j ect in water 


AMMAN (Petra) — In-Im- 
plementation of a U.S.- 
financed project to improve 
the quality of water in Jor- 
dan, a team from the Minis- 
try of Water and Irrigation, 
led by Secretary General 
Mohammad Bani Ham, last 
week visited Egypt where 
they examined a similar pro- 
ject being established in 


Dr. Bani Hani said that the 
U.S. Agency for Internation- 
al Development (USAID) is 
financing the $11 million, 
four-year project in the King- 
dom. 

The team has studied the 
Egyptian project, also fi- 
nanced by USAID, during a 


week-long txnxrof its sites; 
and hopes to benefit from the 
Egyptian experience here, 
said Dr, Bani Hani. 

The nnmstiy plans to set 
up a special centre for the 
development of human re- 
sources involved in the wa- 
ter sector, following the ex- 
ample of Egypt in order to 
ensure the success of the 
scheme, -said Dr. Bam Ham. 

He said the project, which 
has been in progress for one 
year, aims at helping the 
ministry to draw up a water 
policy, deal - with -industrial 
pollu tion, protect the en- 
vironment, cany out artificial 
feeding of water in artesian 
wells, execute awareness 


programmes on conservfog- 
water, and establishing a data ■ 
bank to provide ‘ water- 
related information. 

The ministry's awareness 
programmes are already 
under way and befog im- 
plemented in cooperation 
with voluntary groups and 
the Ministry of Education, 
but other puts of the projects 
are stiD in the pipeline, said 
Dr. Bani Hani. 

During the tour in Egypt,/' 
Dr. Bani IJani added, the 
Jordanian team met with the 
Egyptian minister of public - 
works and water resources 
among other Egyptian offi- 
cials, and discussed coopera- 
tion in water affairs. 


POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

A large investment holding company seeking to promote 
economic development, in Palestine through investing in 
industrial, infrastructure and tourism projects is looking to recruit 
for the following positions: 

1) SENIOR FINANCIAL ANALYST: 

□ Must have a university degree in- Finance or Accounting 
from a reputable university. MBA in business or related 
fields is a definite plus. 

□ Must have at least 10r years of experience in financial 
analysis, feasibility studies, corporate finance, and - 
thorough knowledge of computer based financial modelling 
and forecasting techniques. 

2) INVESTMENT ANALYST: 

□ Must have a university degree in loanee or Accounting 
from a reputable university. 

□ Must have qt least 5 years of experience in financial 
analysis, feasibility studies, corporate finance , and 
thorough knowledge of computer based investment 
analysis techniques. 

The positions are based in Amman, although applicants, must be 
willing to relocate to Palestine in the future. 

Applicants should send their CVs to the following address: 

Investment Department 
P.O.Box 6181, Amman 11118, Jordan 
or contact Mrs. Faten at telephone no. 647837 



:* 7 i 

it t.i 





;« d.r * 


j f j ‘ ■ 

i:f“ 

M I - ' ■-! 

1]| j* •- 




%A-i , -v -;M 

Sib: -3 




kco. • ■ - • 

■ . 







fc 


h 




ABU 
states 
mic s 
due t 
and a 
highe 
age, 
Arab 
Tht 
econo 
. ters N 
three 
be set 
labcu: 
tween 
”Th 
. the bi 
.. mies . 
: levels 
..excess 
laboui 
The 
-gures 
' 1993, 

. Arab 
^ Arab 1 
- for He 
velopr 
tion o 
portinj 
It sa 

Tu 

$21 

shi 

pip 

ANK^ 
oil off 
;ountr 
from a 
down 
with a 
againsi 
:nvade 
The 
oipelin 
;pite U 
regula 
cans t 
and b< 
and dc 
:o buil 
:he iw 
“We 
:he of 
debt o 
Reuter 
The ' 
517C.S 
rillif-n 
rod 
iiraii 
vhere 
vould 
The 
:ilonv 
*hich 
o Tu 
errnin. 
md th 
Jperat; 

She 
tefit fr 
?ensati 
r. Kuv 
-'niied 
Arab £ 
*\ 2 r. a 
rated 
r-rpens 
■■Be 
ieavoi 
jwa n 
var. “ 


Pe< 




AIDS vaccine created 

that self-destructs on cue 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Scientists searching for a 
safe AIDS vaccine said Tues- 
day they have created one 
v.ith a built-in time bomb — a 
gene that will cleanse it from 
the body on cue. 

Researchers believe the- 
most effective AIDS vaccine 

likely to be a live virus, 
which will prime the body to 
mount a spirited reaction to 
HTV. Many, though, worry 
?bout giving healthy people 
even a weakened form of the 
AIDS virus, since it might 
cause cancer, immune sup- 
pression or even AIDS. 

So now a team from the 
National Institute for Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases has 
come up with a novel 
■strategy: A live but 
weakened AIDS virus that 
can be killed off once it does 
ils job. 

A team headed by Dr. 
Xuan-Teh Jeang created a 
form of the AIDS virus that 
carries an extra gene taken 
from the Herpes virus. Be- 
cause of this gene, cells that 
become infected with the 
rims can be selectively des- 
troyed with Ganciclovir, a 
"idely available herpes medi- 
cine. 

“We attempted to improve 
■Jie safety of an HIV vaccine 
-jsing a suicide gene,” said 
Dr. Stephen M. Smith, who 
presented the results at an 
AIDS meeting sponsored by 
-he American Society for 
>Ticrobiology. 

Dr. Smith said the 
approach looks promising in 
.he test tube. But much more 
.e sting, including extensive 
use in monkeys, will be 
necessary before it can be 
tried on people. He said hu- 
man studies are at least three 
.-ears away. 

“It’s a terrifically imagina- 
tive approach and one we 
need to follow closely,” said 
Dr. William Paul, director of 
the U.S. office of AIDS re- 
search. 

While other experts at the 
conference found the idea 


intriguing, some were scep- 
tical. 

Dr. Ronald Desrosiers of 
the New England Regional 
Primate Centre is one of the 
amntiy’s leading advocates of a live 
AIDs vaccine. He is develop- 
ing versions that will produce 
a chronic infection, but not 
sickness, because one or 
more of their genes have 
been crippled. 

Dr. Desrosiers said he 
doubts the suicide gene will 
work. HIV is likely to mutate 
quickly inside the body and 
loose the extra gene, thereby 
making it unkillable, he con- 
tends. 

“When the virus has a gene 
that it doesn't need, it will 
just spit it out,” Dr. Desro- 
siers said. 

Dr. Lawrence Corey of the 
Lfiiiversity of Washington, a 
herpes expert, raised the pos- 
sibility the vaccine might 
not work in people who 
already have herpes. He wor- 
ried that the body might kill 
off an AIDS virus that carries 
a herpes gene before it can 
trigger an immune response. 

In testing so far. Dr. Smith 
said, researchers have shown 
that Ganciclovir can destroy 
the virus-infected blood cells 
if given quickly after the cells 
are exposed. But within 48 
horns, the virus has already 
begun to shed its extra herpes 
gene through mutation. 

He said the next step is to 
re-engineer the virus, putting 
the extra gene in a spot that is 
less likely to be dropped 
through random mutation. 

Dr. Paul questioned 
whether one exposure to the 
weakened virus will be 
enough to produce long- 
lasting immunity against 
AIDS. Dr. Smith said it may 
be necessary to give booster 
shots ftom time to time. 

Meanwhile, AIDS is now 
the leading cause of death 
among Americans aged 25 to 
44, according to new federal 
statistics that show HIV in- 
fection spreading fastest 
among women and minor- 
ities. 


The U.S. Centres for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention 
fCDC) said Tuesday that 
HTV infection surpassed un- 
intentional injuries as the 23- 
44 age group's leading cause 
of death in 1994, when more 
than 80.000 new AIDS cases 
were reported. 

Other leading causes of 
death were cancer, heart dis- 
ease and murder and suicide. 

The number of new AIDS 
cases in 1994 were about a 
fifth of all U.S. cases re- 
ported since 19S1 and pro- 
vide the dearest depiction to 
date of the magnitude and 
nature of the epidemic. 

“The HTV curve is going 
straight up like the side of a 
mountain," said Dr. John 
Ward, the CDCTs AIDS sur- 
veillance chief. But despite 
the rise of the epidemic. Dr. 
Ward said the public has 
shown increasing signs of 
complacency. 

“We were on this son of 
war footing for the first five 
to 10 years of the epidemic 
where we had this fear as 
celebrities developed AIDS 
etc,” he said. 

“But just because it's now 
becoming familiar doesn't 
mean we should accept it as a 
part of life that people are 
going to die of AIDS. There's 
a lot we can do about it. We 
can actually prevent it, which 
is not what you can say about 
a lot of things, like brain 
cancer,” Dr. Ward said. 

An estimated one million 
Americans are- infected by 
the HIV virus that causes 
-acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). Since 
1981. more than 441,500 
cases of full-blown AIDS 
have been reported. Women 
now account for 18.1 per cent 
of all reported AIDS cases, 
up form 16.2 per cent in 1993. 
A bigger increase occurred 
among blacks, who 
accounted for 39 per cent of 
new HTV infections last year 
— up from 36.1 per cent in 
1993. The rate for Hispanics 
increased to 18.7 per cent 
from 17.7 per cent. 


Austrian govern 


II 


ent in crisis 


VIENNA (AFP) — Austria’s 
coalition government of So- 
cial Democrats and Con- 
servatives was on the brink of 
collapse due to differences 
over the country's budget, 
politicians and national news- 
papers said Wednesday. 

The country’s most widely 
read newspaper 
Kronenzeitung reported 
“coalition near to breaking- 
point”, while “government 
crisis” was the headline in the 
large circulation Kurier news- 
paper amid a dispute over 
proposed tax increases within 
the government, which 


started a new term of office 
only two months ago. 

Erhard Busek, vice- 
chancellor and president of 
the ruling Conservative Peo- 
ple’s Party (OEVP), said the 
government had a 50/50 
chance of falling. 

Finance Minister Ferdi- 
nand Ladna of the Social 
Democratic Party (SPOE), 
which has shared power with 
the Conservatives since 1987, 
has threatened to resign if the 
1995 budget deficit surpasses 
100 billion schillings (about 
$10 billion). Without public 
spending cuts, the deficit is 


expected to reach 160 or 170 
billion schillings. 

An austerity plan to cut 
spending by between 250 and 
350 billion schillings ($25-30 
billion) over the next four 
years has provoked outrage 
from the trade unions, who 
are closely linked to the So- 
cial Democrats. The spend- 
ing plan was not mentioned 
during the last election cam- 
paign. 

The anions have com- 
plained that the plan will 
affect important social spend- 
ing and damage the poorest 
in society. 


Diana’s wet look draws mixed reviews 



Britain's Princess of Wales carries an award from the Council 
of Fashion Designers of America to present to Elizabeth 
Tilberis, the editor-of-chief of Harper's Bazaar, at the award 
ceremony in New York (AFP photo) 


LONDON’ (R) — Princess 
Diana's bold, sleeked-back 
hairstyle, revealed at a New 
York fashion gala, drew 
mixed reviews Wednesday af- 
ter she arrived back in Britain 
from her one -day visit. 

Princess Diana dazzled 
America's lop fashion desig- 
ners when she attended the 
Council of Fashion Designers 
annual awards dinner Mon- 
day in a slinky, low cut dress 
sporting the wet vamp look 
m 2 de famous by Madonna. 

New York fashion experts 
raved about the new look 
favoured by fashion models 
and film stars but reaction in 
Britain was more muted. 

“The new style is very 
Madonna-ish. I think she 
looks lovely.” hair expert 
Jackie Wadeson told the Sun 
newspaper. 

“Gone was the shy shop- 
girl... replaced instead by a 
confident female version of 
Wall Street's Gordon Gek- 
ko.” said London’s Evening 
Standard. 

But not everyone was 
pleased with Princess Diana's 
new image. 

“The old hairstyle was 
frumpy, but at least it was 
pretty.’ This one makes her 
look like a victim.” said Kate 
Reardon, style director of 
Tatler magazine, was quoted 
as saying. 

Jeff Sanks. presenter of 
Britain's The Clothes Show, 
was also not impressed. “She 
has a lovely face but her nose 
is quite prominent and with a 
feature like that it is not a 
good idea to grease the hair 
back.” he told the Daily 
Mail. 

Britain's top-selling Sun 
newspaper even launched a 
phone-in for readers to ex- 
press their views. 

Only Princess Diana's hair- 
dresser Sam McKnight knows 
for sure why she decided to 
try the new look but some 
British tabloids were specu- 
lating that she could be 
changing her short, softly- 
permed hairstyle for a sexier 
image in preparation for a 
permanent move to the Un- 


ited States. 

Even as Princess Diana 
presented an award to Eli- 
zabeth Tilberis. editor of 
Harper's Bazaar magazine, at 
the fashion dinner a member 
of the audience shouted 
"move to New York.” 

The 33-year-old estranged 
wife of Prince Charles has 
made four visits to the United 
States within a year but 
Buckingham Palace dismis- 
sed rumours that she was 
planning to make it her 
second home. 

Princess Diana's navy de- 
signer dress also revealed a 
fuller figure, dispelling recent 
reports that the estranged 
wife of the heir-to-the-throne 
had been battling against a 
bout of the slimming disorder 


bulimia. 

One newspaper described 
her as “broad-shouldered 
and full-armed" and looking 
positively beefy, proof that 
her frequent visits to a Lon- 
don gym have paid off with a 
healthier physique. 

During her New York visit, 
as the guest of publishing 
tycoon Randolph Hearsi and 
his wife Veronica, Princess 
Diana also visited children 
Suffering from AIDS at a 
Harlem hospital. 

On Monday she leaves for 
a four-day visit to Japan, 
where she plans to tour a 
children’s hospital and old 
people home. Aides were still 
unsure whether she would be 
allowed to meet victims of 
last month's earthquake. 


Murayama hurt by poor disaster management 


TOKYO (Agencies) — The 
Japanese government's clum- 
sy handling of the Kobe ear- 
thquake disaster has sapped 
popular support for Prime 
Minister Tomiichi 
Mureyama’s cabinet, accord- 
ing to a newspaper poll re- 
leased Wednesday. 

In its first poll since Mr. 
Murayama admitted his gov- 
ernment was slow to respond 
to the tragedy, the Yomiuri 
Shimbun found public back- 
ing had slipped to the point 
where those disapproving of 
the cabinet outnumbered 


supporters. 

It was the first such nega- 
tive result for Mr. Murayama 
since a survey in July last 
year, shortly after he became 
prime minisiter at the head of 
a three-way coalition govern- 
ment. 

In the weekend survey 
covering 3,000 voters, 44.7 
per cent of respondents dis- 
approved of Mr. Murayama’s 
government, up 5.3 percen- 
tage points from a survey in 
December. The support rate 
was down by 4.X) points from 
the previous poll to 40.8 per 
cent. 

The Yomiuri said the drop 
in Murayama's popularity’ 
could be traced to his poor 
handling of disaster relief op- 
erations after the Kobe earth- 
quake on Jan. 17, Japan's 
worst natural disaster since 
World War U. 

The government has faced 
stinging criticism over delays 
in dispatching relief to the 
victims and responding to 
offers of help from other 
countries. 

Until the latest sounding, 
support for Mr. Murayama 
had always exceeded the dis- 
approval rating, except for 


as about 300 deaths have yet 
to be officially reported to 
police. 

Russia shipped 4,500 win- 
ter coats and other humanita- 
rian aid to Japan in a good- 
will gesture Tuesday for vic- 
tims of the Jan. 17 earth- 
quake. 

The aid shipment also in- 
cluded 1,000 blankets, 1,000 
pairs of gloves, and sheets, 
towels and disposable dishes. 
It will go to refugees of the 
quake, which ravaged the 
Japanese port city of Kobe 
and killed more than 5,000 
people. 

"It’s a gesture of our sup- 
port and concern toward 
other needy nations,” said 
Anatoly Streltsov, spokes- 
man foT the Ministry for 
Emergency Situations. 

The ministry has been 
under extra strain recently, 
sending humanitarian aid to 
tens of thousands of Russia’s 


own refugees in and around 
m Cehchi 


last July's survey. 

sday. 


As of Wednesday, the offi- 
cial death toll from the cen- 
tral Japan earthquake stood 
at 5,102, with 11 people still 
listed as missing. Officials in 
Kobe city have said the figure 
could reach more than 5,400. 


war-tom Cehchenya. The re- 
gion also received humanita- 
rian aid from the United Na- 
tions. 

“This small shipment (to 
Japan) cannot even be com- 
pared to the tonnes of goods 
we're sending to 
Chechenya,” Mr. Streltsov 
said. 

Japan had previously been 
reluctant to accept outside 
assistance for quake victims, 
turning down offers including 
one to anchor an American 
aircraft carrier in Kobe Bay 
to house injured and home- 
less. 

But the Japanese embassy 
in Moscow expressed appre- 
ciation for the Russian aid 
Tuesday. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
quake refugees are living in 
unheated shelters set up in 
gymnasiums, schools and 
public buildings in Kobe. 

Meanwhile Washington’s 
top disaster relief official said 
Wednesday Japan and the 
United States should share 
their experiences in recovery 



Qnake victims carry’ out belongings from their collapsed 
homes in Kobe tity. It is now 15 days since the massive 
earthquake struck, and the latest toll stands at 5,102, with 
11 persons missing (AFP photo) 


from major earthquakes but 
refused to comment on 
Japan's slow response. 

James Lee Witt, director of 
the Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency (FEMA), 
said his purpose in Japan was 
not to pass judgment on the 
Japanese government’s re- 
cord in the Jan. 17 Kobe 
earthquake. 

“We are here to share our 
experience from an earth- 
quake similar to the one 
which you (Japan) had,” Mr. 
Witt told a news conference. 

“We are here to help you 
with the recovery, how fast 
you can achieve recovery, 
from the disaster... we are 
not here to see how fast the 


U.S. panel votes to cut U.N. peacekeeping funds 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
split House International Re- 
lations Committee Tuesday 
voted to limit U.S. contribu- 
tions to U.N. peacekeeping 
over White House protests 
that it would cripple the 
world body’s peacekeeping 
forces. 

The Republican majority 
pushed the legislation 
through on a partisan vote of 
23 to 18 even though the 
adminstration's foreign poli- 
cy and defence team had 
registered strong objections. 

During a contentious de- 
bate, the Republicans united 
against several Democratic 


amendments which sought to 
preserve the president’s abil- 
ity to deploy U.S. troops in 
U.N. operations as he saw fit. 


The United Nations leg- 
islation is one of the top items 
on the agenda of the new 
Republican majority in the 
House and its prospects for 
rapid passage in the full 
House are good. 


mg is about $3.6 billion. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher issued dire warn- 
ings on the future of U.N. 
peacekeeping in his appear- 
ance before the committee 
last week. 


The measure would essen- 
tially pass on Washington's 
cost for voluntary peacekeep- 
ing — currently running at 
about S1.2 billion a year — to 
the United Nations, whose 
total budget for peacekeep- 


“The result .would be 
financial chaos. Under cer- 
taina circumstances, it would 
threaten to end U.N. 
peacekeeping overnight,” he 
said. 


He predicted that once the 
United States limited its 
funds, other major contribu- 
tors, namely Japan and 
NATO allies, would do the 


same. 

At the end of last year, 
U.S. troops were involved in 
U.N. peacekeeping and 
humanitarian operations in 
Iraq, Bosnia, Macedonia, the 
Adriatic Sea, Rwanda and 
the Caribbean. But of the 
more than 63,000 U.N. 
peacekeepers on 17 missions 
around the world, less than 
two per cent are American. 

Republican efforts to trim 
U.S. involvement in U.N. 
peacekeeping were fuelled by 
the deaths in 1993 of 18 U.S. 
soldiers on a U.N. 
peacekeeping mission in 
Somalia. 


Simpson prosecutors to continue character attack 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) 
— After a day of courtroom 
fireworks in which O.J. 
Simpson was said to have 
beaten and terrorised his 
wife, with no mention that he 
allegedly murdered her, pro- 
secutors Wednesday were set 
to continue their onslaught 
on the football legend's char- 
acter. 

Prosecutors introduced 
police witnesses Tuesday who 
testified that Simpson beat, 
slapped and made his then- 
wife Nicole fear be would kill 
her during a Jan. 1. 1989, 
fight triggered by his having 
sex with a femaie employee 
at their borne. 

The firs: witness scheduled 
to be brought to the stand 
Wednesday was Ron Shipp, a 
former policeman who be- 
came a spousal abuse expert 
and counselled both Simpson 
and his then-wife after the 
1989 incident. 

But at the end of Tuesday’s 
proceedings, defence attor- 
ney Carl Douglas complained 
that the prosecution might try 
to get Mr. Shipp to talk about 
a conversation he bad with 
Simpson the day after the 
murders. 

Mr. Douglas said the two 
talked about Simpson taking 
a polygraph test and added: 
“There are allegations in a 
book about which I’m aware 
that suggests that Mr. Simp- 
son discussed some son of a 
dream with Mr. Shipp.” 

In the book. Raging Heart, 
by author Sheila Weller, a 
man fitting Mr. Shipp's de- 
scription ‘but called only 
“Leo" said Simpson told 
him: “They (police) asked 
me to take a lie detector test. 

I don’t want to take it... 
cause I had some dreams 
about killing her.” 

The book also quotes three 
lies detector experts as saying 
that often people who say 
they had bad dreams about a 
victim are covering up their 
own involvement in the 



This still frame taken from a television broad- 
cast shows a photograph of Nicole Brown 
Simpson entered into evidence at the O.J. 
Simpson d ou We- m order trial. The photo, 
from an Jan. 1, 1989 incident in which O.J. 
Simpson pleaded no contest to spousal battery. 


highlights the cut Up and bruises on her face. 
The photo was presented daring testimony by 
Los Angeles Police Detective John Edwards, 
who answered Mrs. Simpson's 1989 call for 
help (AFP photo) 


crime. 

The defence filed a motion 
to suppress much of Mr. 
Shipp's testimony. Argu- 
ments on the motion were to 
be beard Wednesday outside 
the jurv’5 presence, 

Mr. Simpson, who took his 


fame on the playing field into 
a career as sportscaster, actor 
and TV pitchman, is on trial 
for the brutal stabbing death 
murders of Nicole Brown 
Simpson and her friend 
Ronald Goldman, on June 
12, 1994 — charges to which 
he has pleaded not guilty . 

The word murder, and 
Goldman '5 name, however, 
were never uttered before the 
jury Tuesday as the prosecu- 
tion introduced its first wit- 
nesses in possibly the most 
sensational and certainly the 
most publicised trial ever 
held in the United States. 

Instead, prosecutors 
sought to reveal the dark side 
of the roan who has become 
known to an adoring public 
as “O.J. , the nice guy.” by 
portraying him as a habitual 
wife beater. 

The jury also saw Tuesday 
a different side of the other • 
“nice guy” in the trial, lead 
defence attorney Johnnie 
Cochran, who had sought to 
beguile and win the panellists 
with his charm and conversa- 
tional attitude during his 


opening statement. 

Mr. Cochran took the 
gloves off Tuesday, attacking 
the testimony of police wit- 
nesses in aggressive tones 


Cochran threw off the veneer 
of gentility, pointing out that 
Mr. Edwards had failed to 
interview anyone else in the 
house present at the time. 


• , ™ — : , - . — — picacm at me mne. 


mony Tuesday came from de- 
tective John Edwards, who 
was a patrolman when he 
answered a police emergency 
call for help at the Simpson 
house early on Jan. 1, 1989 
and discovered an hysterical, 
partly-clad Nicole Brown 
Simpson running from the 
bushes, screaming: “He's 
going to kill me.” 

When she later calmed 
down and went to a police 
station with Mr. Edwards, 
she said the fight started be- 
cause Simpson had sex with- 
one of two women employees 
in the house “before she went 
to bed with him” that night. 
The woman was not identi- 
fied in conn, and Mr. Ed- 
wards said he did not men- 
tion the reason for the fight in 
his report to spare Simpson 
bad publicity. 

On cross examination, Mr. 


who had told him nothing 
was amiss. 


He also attacked the offic- 
er over polariod photographs 
taken later at the west Los 
Angeles police station which 
purported to show Nicole's 
injuries a cut lip, a black eye, 
a swollen cheek bone and 
slap marks. 

Mr. Cochran insisted that 
the jury looked at the photo- 
graphs, rather than the im- 
ages of them shown on a 
large screen in the high-tedh, 
computerised courtroom, 
saying they did not show the 
injuries described by Mr. Ed- 
wards, 


Johnny HallydqjpL 
honoured by '■ 
France 


CANNES (AP) — 
French rocker Johnny 




day admits it's ironic 
French government 
oaring him with the.“dffi3 
Of Arts And Lcttcn?-.tifl§- 
even though te fast recniffi 
an afl-Engli&h album. Cdt^ 
Minister Jacques Tonbon- 
while battling the mcn&££ 
use of English in 
formally gave 
honour late ’ 
after the anger gave' a 
cert at the Midcm MWfc 
Trade Fair. “It is strangely 
be decorates me and 1st* 
English,’* the 51- 
Hafiyday told a news) 
ence earlier Tuesday 
proves that langi 
no borders.” But 
new Rought Town 
comes ax a time whenffc 
. French government u- dom* 
all it can to chip away 
dominance of AngJo- 
American music in Fiance. 
The French government 
plans to enforce a new la* 
beginning next year that wgj 
require that French grotjjjg 
make up at least 40 per ceat 
of radio play. Another 



a foreign la ngu a g e have, a 
French translation. Mr. 
Toubon defended the nidio 


response was:" 

Mr. Witt’s team of nine 
U.S. disaster specialists was 
sent to Japan under an agree- 
ment between President Bill 
Clinton and Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama soon af- 
ter the Kobe earthquake. 

FEMA directed relief 
efforts after the January 1994 
earthquake that rocked 
Northiidge, California. 

A Foreign Ministry official 
who attended a meeting be- 
tween Mr. Witt and Foreign 
Minsiter Yohei Kono told re- 
porters Mr. Witt said swift 
coordination between central 
and local authorities was a 
key factor in successfully 
handling the Northridge case. 


quota and bis decoratins 
Hally day. “I also decortie 


Anglo-American singera,”^ 
told a separate news confer- 
ence. At the 29th Midcm, a 
weeklong fair attended ty 
nearly 10,000 industry xepfe. 
sentatives and journalists 
worldwide, Mr. Toubon 
proposed taxing all music 
producers in France to sup. 
port struggling French artists. 


Directors buy 
Shepperton 
studios for £1 2m 
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-^'.fflburbofK^sellKr 

Rafter Rbbtf which can onl 

t* 1 * 


floods 


the vssl 


^lands faced fresh peril 
**£££ ancient dikes 
j m rive wav and 
**- 

no respite^ 

Joutch as vast floods -- 
iid much of Europe to. 
Jfpasi week cased >f» 
Belgium and Ger 


“thousands more people 
i wld to flee their homes 
■ ^ Netherlands bigger 
la peacetime evacuation- 
L week's flooding in the 
>and east of the country 
57 already made -^0.000 
rede homeless. . 

^Europe's bloated nvers 
wan churned water through 
and farmland, under- 
aning the vast system ox 
river dikes. 

More fh3n two thirds ct 
Dntch people live below sea 
bcl, behind their ancient 
network of dikes along rivers 
ud mast. 

Water pouring in from 
neighbouring countries is 
lireatening 'to erode the 
Sa in central Netherlands 
fom beneath, placing hun- 
ssds of thousands of people 
g jeopardy. 

"A dike is like a child's 
und-castle on a beach. It is 
most likely to be undermined 
by water "from below.” said 
Jan Roeloff in Nijmergen. 
“The danger of a collapse 
rises the longer the water 
pressure is maintained.” 
Britain said a squadron of 
sh armv helicopters in east 


LONDON (R) — TWBifc. 
ish brothers who becameitip 
Hollywood directors b bright 
the legendary Shepperton 
Film Studios Wednesday fa 
£12 million ($19.11 nriffioi) 
and promised to attract 
blockbuster movies. Ridley 
Scott, director of Alien pd 
Blade Runner, and Ids 
brother Tony, who made Top 11 
Gun and Beverly HiHs Cop 
n, said they wanted to trans- 
form Shepperton into jyop 
world studio. This wfll m i 
major boost to BritainVfiqg- 
ging film industry, faitsfey- 
day, Shepperton produced 
huge International hits like 
Oliver and The Guns:Of 
Navarone. A more recent 
success was Four Weddings 
And A Funeral. Top BritM 
film directors and stars, frus- 
trated by the lack of opportu- 
nities at home, have migrated 
to Hollywood. British acton 
and actresses like Anthony 
Hopkins and Emma Thomp- 
son have scooped coveted 
Oscars. The Scott brothers 


said they planned to spend 
about £10 million ($15.93 


million) over the next five 
years expanding facilities at 
Shepperton. They would 
actively promote Shepperton 
in both the United States and 
Europe. 


'Give nuisance 
sex-callers a 
shrill earful 1 * 


army helicopters in east 



’s Dir 


MUNICH, Germany (AFP) 
— Women who suffer sexual 
harassment from anonymous 
telephone calls are recom- 
mended to give the nuisance 
callers a shrill riposte to set 
their ears ringing for days. In . 
advice issued Tuesday,, the./ 
Bavarian Criminal Inveshga- * 
tion Department said many 
women felt uneasy when the 
phone rang. But maread of 
just hanging up when 
bothered by callers of t&e 
“heavy breather” variety, 
they should blow hard 
a whistle into ‘the 


30% of Filipino 
women report 
abuse 


But with his graphic de- 
scription of a battered 
Nicole. Mr. Edwards set the 
stage for a prosecution por- 
trait of a celebrated public 
figure with a dark private 
side. 


MANILA (AFP) — Thirty ; 
per cent of Filipino women ( 
reported being physically 
abused by their husbands or 1 
someone close to theffli . 
according to the results of & . 
Health Department survey 
obtained here Wednesday- « 
The survey of 8,481 women , ; 
aged 15 to 49, conducted is . 
1993 but only made pobfc 
more than a year later, also . 
found that 12 per cent of the 
women reported being t 
abused even during pregnan- 
cy. Three per cent of th® . 
women surveyed said they , 
had been raped or forced to _ 
have sex wim ataan but t only 
10 per cent of those - 
said they had sought Sw ‘ 
from law-enforcers aft&fr 
wards. The survey found 
abuse was hig hest among . 
women 20 years oW and be- 1 
low — 15 per cent , 
'lowest among the we-U' • 
educated at six per cent*-- • . . 


ROME (R) — Italy's 1 
Minister Lamberto Dini 
h won a parliamentary 
t'f confidence Wedn< 
tot gave his new “gc 
® eat of experts" full p 
to proceed with a li 
^gramme of reforms 
a ^l results showed. 

Mr. Dini who obtain! 
of leftists, ce 
^ toe federalist Noi 
«ague, won the vote 
wnate (upper house) t 
two absten 
Only 210 of the 325 

S IO P k the 

T Cr toe centre-right 
tom Alliance coalition 
E Pnme Minister 
jtolusroni, who resigr 

fir ed not 1 

forma 

XE d ' n a «>nfidenc 
Mr. Dini won 
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Cologne’s suburb of Kassdbcrg is reduced to an island bn 
the River Rhine which can only be readied by boat as tbc 


heavy floods continue to keep the water-levels high in 
n o r th e rn Germany (AFP photo) 



j Floods brihg’new threat to Dutch, battering dikes 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Bat- 
tered by Western Europe's 
“floods of the century” the 
Netherlands faced fresh peril 
Wednesday as ancient dikes 
threatened to give way and 


lying nation. 
There was 


There was no respite for 
the Dutch as vast floods that 
engulfed much of Europe for 
the past week eased in 
France, Belgium and Ger- 
many. 

Thousands more people 
were told to flee their homes 
in -the Netherlands’ biggest 
ever peacetime evacuation. 
The week's flooding in the 
south and east of the country 
has already made 250,000 
people homeless. 

Europe’s bloated rivers 
again churned water through 
town and farmland, under- 
mining the vast system of 
river dikes. 

More than two thirds of 
Dutch people live below sea 
level, behind their ancient 
network of dikes along rivers 
and coast. 

Water pouring in from 
neighbouring countries is 
threatening to erode the 
dikes in centra] Netherlands 
from beneath, placing hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
in jeopardy. 

“A dike is like a child’s 
sand-castle on a bead). It is 
most likely to be undermined 
by water from below,” said 
Jan Roeloff in Nijmergen. 
“The danger of a collapse 
rises the longer the water 
pressure is maintained.” 

Britain said a squadron of 
six army helicopters in east 


England had been placed on 
six-hour standby ready to fly 
to Holland to assist in flood 
relief if authorities request 
help. 

Rainstorms combined with 
melting snow caused the 
worst floods this century in 
Europe over the past week, 
but a pause allowed water 
levels to drop in France, Ger- 
many and Belgium. 

Just east of the world’s 
biggest port at Rotterdam, up 
to 10,000 people were told to 
leave their homes in East 
Gorinchem and Boven- 
Hardinxveld, Wednesday 
morning. 

The two towns lie dose to 
the River Waal in the central 
Netherlands. Farther east on 
the same river, a dike pro- 
tecting the village of Ochten 
some 20 kilometres from Ni- 
jmegan was starting to crum- 
ble, prompting officials to 
order an immediate evacua- 
tion, Reuter correspondent 
Lucas Van Grinsven reported 
from the scene. 

Officials said the whole 
polder (land relcaimed from 
the sea), home to some 
40,000 people, could be 
flooded soon. 

Water levels on the swollen 
rivers that criss-cross the cen- 
tral regions, appeared to be 
peaking, but experts said a 
build up of pressure con- 
tinued to threaten dike de- 
fences. 

Dutch Transport Minister 
Annemarie Jouritsma said 
German building was partly 
responsible for making the 
mighty Rhine River overflow 
for die second time in 13 


months. 

’’Part of the problem is that 
the flow of die Rhine has 
been changed through build- 
ing work,” she told German 
radio. 

' In western and northeast- 
ern France, floodwaters were 
slowly giving up ground and 
first surveys put the . cost of 
flood damage at up to three 
billion francs ($570 million). 
In France’s Brittany re- 

S ion, water levels were gra- 
ualty earing off especially in 
the woret-mt De-Et-Vilaine 
Department and officials said 
rivers should return to nor- 
mal levels by Sunday if the 
waters continued to recede at* 
the same pace. 

The Meuse River, which 
flooded the indsutrial town of 
Charleville-Mexieres and 
forced the evacuation of 
3,000 people, started to pull 
back after the rain stopped' 
early Tuesday. 

But in affected areas across 
France, some 250,000 people 
were still without electricity 
because of the floods. Sixteen 
people have been killed in 
France by the floods, rain 
and winds in recent days. 

Several roads were 
reopened in Belgium, where 
the floods have claimed six 
lives over the past week, but 
weather forecasters warned 
against too much optimism/ 
"In most areas the waters 
are going down, but we still 
have to be very careful. The 
crisis is not over yet,” a 
spokesman for the Interior 
Ministry’s Weather Crisis 
Centre said. 

More rain is predicted over 


Ecuador, Peru disagree 

over truce in border war 

QUITO (Agencies) — 

Ecuador and Peru were at 
odds Wednesday over the 
timing of a ceasefire in their 
five-day-old border war, de- 
spite appeals from interna- 
tional mediators for a quick 
settlement of the conflict. 

There were no reports of 
fighting Tuesday along the 
Cehapa River, in a disputed 
78- kilometre stretch of re- 
mote jungle area that has 
been the scene of frequent 
border dashes for more than 
three decades. 

Ecuadorean President Six- 
to Duran B alien told a press 
conference late Tuesday that 
be was willing to negotiate 
"after a ceasefire,” while 
Peru wanted to wait for the 

outcome of internationally „ ^ . _ _ .. ™_ 

mediated peace talks which At a Tuesday press conference, Ecuadorean . a anflatera] ceasefire earner To 
began earlierin the day in President Sbto Duran-BaHen points to a map take pa rt m dykwn^Jafes mj 
RioDe Janeiro showing the area where border dashes with guarantors of the 1942 B» F 

In lima. Foreign Minister Peruvian forces have taken place. President thereisanuiicoiidltioiidlceasefi] 
Efrain GokJenbeig said Peru Doraa-Ballen said Ecuador, which announced 

had not agreed to a ceasefire under attack,” he said. ' side of the Andes which is - In a Joint sJ 
announced in Quito but held Mr. Duran Ballen reiter- believed to be rich-in oil and former Costa R 

out hope that the negotia- ated that his country has the gold. Oscar Arias, N 

tions in Rio could lead to a victim of aggression and ac- Defence Minister Jose Gal- pressed ameer 
’’suspension of military op- cused Peru of “occupying ter- lardo Roman said Tuesday America could 
orations.” ritories that belong to that an earner casualty figure - former militaris 

In Rio De Janeiro, Argen- Ecuador.” of eight deaths had been re- are not resolve 

tins, Brazil, Chile and the „ .. vised as some missing soldiers tha twn me* 

United States - guarantors bad been accounted for. Uni£d%SS 

of a 1942 Rio treaty delineat- 2? Mr. Gallardo also said that Or^aniation 

ing the border between the two Peruvian helicopters _ 

two countries - urged both addmg t faa th e B» Protoco ^ attacked, one of which “TO 

countries to wotfc outawase- ^ was destroyed. 

fire and announce it jointly m S? tbemtv- ^ eru reported ki ll in g j tt J e 5ates 

the coming hours. ^dor renounced the pro- 30 EcuadoreaTtroops and . 

Mr. Duran Ballen ^ „ acknowledged the deiuhs of 

threatened to recall his depu- six Peruvians. M 

ty foreign minister, Marceto ^ The dashes erupted last 

Fernandez de Cordoba, from ^ Thursday after a number of 

the Rio talks if Perudid not border focMents and were the 

agree to the truce. dispute flared up Thursday between the " 1 ? ons . m ^ 

“The exact time is not im- c two Andean nations since a 5tateDen 

portant,” the president °* ? 3r< ~, r attacks by similar outbreak in 198L “We therefoi 

added, “what does matter is Pera and tcaaaOT ‘ Former U.S. President quest that both 

that (the ceasefire) be im- Thus far, Ecuador has re- Jimmy Carter Tuesday step- Fern declare a 
plemented today.” ported three deaths and six ped into the conflict between permit an ii 

“We cannot talk knowing wounded in the fighting along Ecuador and Peru by calling -mediation that 

that our border posts and the disputed border through for both a ceasefire and inter- crisis and reso 

nearby localities are coming a region on the Amazonian national mediation. lent defimtiveh 


the next few days, but 
meteorologists said it would 
not be so devastating. 

In Cologne, one of the 
worst affected areas, the 
Rhine was ebbing by the hour 
after cresting at three times 
its normal depth Monday, 
but a catastrophe alarm in the 
town of Kleve near the Dutch 
border was still in force be- 
cause the danger of a dike the 
Netherlands breaking. 

The German cabinet meet- 
ing Wednesday proposed to 
earmark 30 million marks 
($20 million) to subsidise 
low-interest loans for flood 
repairs. 

Families in northern Eng- 
land were forced from their 
homes by record floods, 
which also created problems 
for thousands of motorists. 

The European Commis- 
sion agreed Wednesday to 
increase its immediate aid to 
victims of floods ravaging 
Western Europe to 1-5 mil- 
lion ECUs ($1.8 million). 

Commission spokesman 
Nikolaus Van Der Pas said 
the aid, an increase of 1.2 
million ECUs ($1.45 million) 
on aid already pledged, had 
been agreed at a morning 
meeting and would be 
directed towards the Red 
Cross. • 

He. fold reporter^ .the com- - 
mission; had also agreed to set 
up a working group to study 
how to deal with such cross 
border problems as flooding. 

Commissioners were also 
looking at ways to help the 
situation in such sectors as 
regional aid, research and 
agriculture, he said. 


a unilateral earlier Tuesday, w® not 

take part in automatic talks in Brazil with the 
guarantors of the 1942 Rio Protocol unless 

there fis an sncoudltioiidi ceasefire (AFP photo) 


“We want a just solution 
that respects Ecuador’s tract 
in the Amazon,” he said, 
adding that the Rio Protocol 
had “amputated 55 pier cent 
of Ecuador’s territory.” 
Ecuador renounced the pro- 
tocol in 1960. 

The meeting Tuesday at 
Rio’s Itamaraty Palace was 
the first between the two 
countries since the border 
dispute flared up Thursday 
with claims and counter- 
claims of border attacks by 
Peru and Ecuador. 

Thus far, Ecuador has re- 
ported three deaths and six 
wounded in the fighting along 
the disputed border through 
a region on tile Amazonian 


side of the Andes which is 
believed to be rich-in oil and 
gold. 

Defence Minister Jose Gal- 
lardo Roman said Tuesday 
that an earlier casualty figure 
of eight deaths had been re- 
vised as some misting soldiers 
had been accounted for. 

Mr. Gallardo alsosaid that 
two Peruvian helicopters 
were attacked, one of which 
was destroyed. 

Peru has reported killing 
30 Ecuadorean troops and 
acknowledged the deaths of 
six Peruvians. 

The dashes erupted last 
Thursday after a number of 
border incidents and were the 
worst fighting between the 
two Andean nations since a 
similar outbreak in 198 1. 

Former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter Tuesday step- 
ped into the conflict between 
Ecuador and Pent by calling 
for both a ceasefire and inter- 
national mediation. 


In a joint statement with 
former Costa Rican President 
Oscar Arias, Mr: Carter ex- 
pressed concern that South 
America could revert to its 
- former militarism if hostilities 
are not resolved soon. 

The two men called on the 
United Nations and the 
Or ganisati on, of American 
States to support a peace 
process to be led by Brazil, 
Argentina, Chile and the Un- 
ited States. 

“The negotiating table re- 
mains the best place to begin 
to find a solution that is in 
everyone's best interests. The 
use of force will only make 
solutions more difficult,” the 
statement tiad. 

“We therefore urgently re- 
quest that both Ecuador and 
Peru declare a ceasefire and 
permit an international 
-mediation that wifl end the 
crisis and resolue the prob- 
lem definitively.” 


U.N. completes Gorazde evacuation 


Italy’s Dini wins Senate confidence vote 


ROME (R) — Italy’s Prime 
Minister Lamberto Dini easi- 
ly won a parliamentary vote 
of confidence Wednesday 
that gave his new “govern- 
ment of experts” full powers 
to proceed with a limited 
programme of reforms , offi- 
cial results showed. 

Mr. Dini who obtained the 
support of leftists, centrists 
and the federalist Northern 
League, won the vote in the 
Senate (upper house) by 191 
to 17 with two abstentions. 

Only 210 of the 325 sena- 
tors took part in the ballot 
after the centre-right Free- 
dom Alliance coalition of for- 
mer Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi, who resigned on 
Dec. 22, decided not to vote 
at all. 

The coalition formally ab- 
stained in a confidence vote 
which Mr. Dini won in the 


Chamber of Deputies (lower 
house) last week but a similar 
abstention Wednesay would 
have counted as a ‘no* vote 
under Senate rules. 

The Freedom Alliance has 
said it will support Mr. Dini's 
programme, which includes a 
supplementary budget for 
1995, on a case-by-case basis 
while continuing to press for 
early general elections. 

Meanwhile Mr. Berlusconi 
faces a fresh probe by anti- 
graft magistrates, newspapers 
reported Wednesday, as the 
media mogul's spokesman 
said be may have lost the will 
to lead Italy again. 

"Pm not sure that if he had 
the chance and the opportun- 
ity of going back to the prime 
minister’s office he would do 
it,” spokesman Jas Gawronski 
said. 

Unsourced press reports. 


which could not be con- 
firmed, said "dean hands” 
investigators in Milan be- 
lieved they may have grounds 
to proceed against the bil- 
lionaire businessman on 
suspicion of running a slush 
fond for under-the-teble pay- 
ments. 

Milan’s chief prosecutor 
Francesco Saverio Borrelli 
denied Tuesday that Mr. Ber- 
lusconi, who resigned as 
prime minsister last Decem- 
ber, had been officially told 
he was under investigation. 

But the newspapers said 
the "dean hands" office had 
taken first step of registering 
Mr. Berlusconi’s name on a 
list of people they may for- 
mally investigate for alleged 
false accounting. 

The reports, which appeared 
in all leading dailies, 
said Mr. Berlusconi’s youn- 


ger brother and business 
associate Paolo and Salvatore 
Sdascia, and executive at 
Berlusconi's Finftivest hold- 
ing company, were also on 
the list. 

All three men are already 
under investigation for sus- 
pected corruption over pay- 
ments totalling 330 million 
lire ($205,000) which magis- 
trates allege three Fininvest 
companies used to bribe Fi- 
nance Police in return for 
favourable tax audits. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who was 
advised of that investigation 
last November, has denied 
any knowledge of the pay- 
ments at the time they were 
made. 

He said after he was ques- 
tioned last month that magis- 
trates did not have any evi- 
dence to implicate him 


Dublin premier slams N. Ireland report as damaging 


DUBLIN (R) — Ireland and 
Britain strongly denied a 
London newspaper report 
Wednesday that they were 
drafting a peace plan to bring 
Ireland ana Northern Ireland 
closer than at any time since 
partition 70 years ago. 

Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton and British officials 
said the London Times report 
could damage 13-monthfold 
efforts by London and Dub- 
lin to settle the Northern 
Ireland conflict. 

The report caused shock- 
waves in Belfast, London and 
Dublin. 

In London. Britain’s 
Northern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Mayhew termed 
the report “absolute rubbish” 
and a senior government offi- 
cial said tihe account was 
“dearly extremely unhelpful 
to the peace process.” 

Mr. Bruton said: “Any 
selective leak is inherently 
wrong and misleading.” He 
argued that the Times story 
could damage “the entiure 
process towards peace and 

reconciliation.” 

The Times published what 
it said was a leak from a 
Dublin source of a so-called 
framework document the two 
governments have been 
dying to agree for several 
months as the next step of 


their joint peace effort for the 
British province. 

It said the two govern- 
ments were poised to agree a 
deal which would establish 
cross-border economic 
bodies between Northern Ire- 
land a and Ireland with radic- 
al executive powers, includ- 
ing a right to negotiate with 
the European Union in Brus- 
sels. 

The prospect spread alarm 
among Northern Ireland's 
Protestant Unionist legisla- 
tors who fear that Britain and 
Ireland are pushing Northern 
Ireland towards reunification 
by stealth under the guise of 
their peace plan. 

They fear that any Dublin 
involvement in Northern Ire- 
land’s affairs might herald 
joint sovereignty between 
Ireland and Britain over the 
province London partitioned 
from the rest of the island 
seven decades ago to Protes- 
tant majority. 

"This is completely un- 
acceptable... If the govern- 
ment endorses this, there is 
no question of us being able 
to maintain any sort of rel- 
tkmship with them — in fact 

? uite the reverse,” leading 
Fnionist David Trimble told 
BBC Radio. 

He dismissed any such 
agreement as totally un- 


acceptable and said Unionists 
woudl boycott any all-party 
talks on the peace process in 
Northern Ireland if it went 
through,” he said. 

Britain and Ireland say 
they want to set up cross- 
border bodies to rationalise 
trade, investment and other 
sectors and to break down 
north -south mistrust follow- 
ing ceasefires by the IRA and 
its Protestant loyalist foes m 
the past six months. 

But they insist that the 
basis of their joint peace 
approach, the Downing 
Street Declaration of Decem- 
ber 1993, says that Northern 
Ireland’s status cannot be 
changed without the consent 
of the majority there. 

British and Irish officials 
stressed that no executive 
powers would be invested in 
any cross-border institution if 
tile people of Northern Ire- 
land did not want it. 

“If the people of Northern 
Ireland don't want to go 
down that path, they won't. 
If they do, they will,” the 
senior British official said. 

The Times story capped 
several weeks of purported 
leaks of the framework docu- 
ment which both Britain and 
Ireland acknowledge is tak- 
ing a long time to finalise 
because of the complexity of 


the constitutional issues in- 
volved. . . 

The two governments are 
expected to amend rival con- 
stitutional claims to the pro- 
vince in the framework to 
□derpon efforts to persuade 
people to find their own solu- 
tion to the conflict. 

Meanwhile soldiers 
Wednesday began de- 
molishing a British army base 
in Northern Ireland, the first 
to go since the start of the 
Irish Republican Array ceas- 
efire five months. 

An army spokesman in 
Belfast said it would take 
several weeks to dismantle 
the fCilturk Base on the Irish 
border at Lisburn. Cbunty 
A trim. 

He said the base originated 
as a vehicle border check 
point in the early 1980s and 
"gradually developed into 
the sophisticated base it is 
today. 

“It's now a patrol base 
from which movements of 
vehicles are monitored across 
the border, from which pat- 
rols move," said the spokes- 
man. 

After a recent refurbish- 
ment of two other bases in 
the area, he said: "It was 
decided really that we don’t 
need this particular base at 
this point in time.” 


SARAJEVO (R) — A con- 
voy of U.N. ambulances ar- 
rived in Sarajevo Wednesday 
carrying 116 sick or wounded 
Bosnian Muslfins evacuated 
from the east Bosnian m*- 
dave of Gorazde. 

The convoy of 18 Norwe- 
gian and Canadian ’ U.N. 
vehicles reached Sarajevo at 
about midnight after driving 
for several hours over icy 
mountain roads from the 
mountainous Gorazde en- 
clave, which is surrounded By 
Bosnian Serb forces. 

Earlier, U.N. peacekeep- 
ers had evacuated 66 Serb 
patients out of Gorazde to 
tiie nearby Serb town of 
Kopaci as part of a deal 
between the combatants, 
U.N. spokesman Major Koos 
Sol said. 

Relatives of the Bosnian 
Muslim patients waited in the 
cold for the ambulances to 
arrive at Sarajevo's main 
Kosevo Hospital after an eva- 
cuation that required labo- 
rious negotiations before- 
hand with Serb authorities. 

The evacuation deal 
marked the first time in the 
war that rival Bosnian gov- 
ernment and Serb friction in 
the Gorazde area had signed 
the same agreement. 

U.N. officials had de- 
scribed the evacuation as a 
positive sign of Serb inten- 
tions but expressed dis- 
appointment that Bosnian 
Serb negotiators had reneged 
on eartier promises to reopen 
roads in Sarajevo to civilian 
traffic. 

Talks between the com- 
batants on the release of pris- 
oners of war and information 
on missing persons also foiled 


msmgm 

■nh 


to produce agreement, U.N. 
spokesman Gary Coward 
stud. 

The setback arose as fight- 
ing eased between govern- ^ 
meat troops anti Mnsfini'je^' 
bete allied fo. <r Sera&ia the. 
. northwestern. .Bosniah^eo- 
dave of Bihac — . the worst 
dashes since a ceasefire was 
declared across the former 
Yugoslavia on Jan. 1. 

France and Germany made 
new appeals for peace, with 
French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe warning that 
Bosnia could again erupt “in 
flames.” 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel, on a brief visit 
to Sarajevo, urged Serbs to 
accept a five-nation “contact 
group” peace plan for Bos- 
nia. He also criticised Croatia 
for its decision to end die 
U.N. Protection Force man- 
date. 

’’(Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan) Karadzic is the 
only one so for who has re- 
fused to accept the peace 
plan and I appeal to him to 
accept the peace plan,” Mr. 
Kinkel told a news confer- 
ence after talks with Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbcgovic. 

Mr. Kinkel said he had 
urged Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman to reverse 
his decision to eject U.N. 
peacekeeping troops from his 
country after their mandate 
expires on March 31 or risk a 
renewed war with the Serbs. 

“We believe this was the 
wrong decision for him to 
take and the wrong signal for 
him to send out,” he said. 

In Paris, Mr. Juppe called 
for an international confer- 
ence and a summit of the 


conflict’s mam protagonists 
to save the contact group’s . 
peace efforts from deadlock: 
“In three months, we risk 
seeing Bosnia in, flames i 
again, arid also Serbs and 
Croats”, fighfihgTin 1 " Krajma-. 
with the threat, of the cbnta- 
gion spreading to the whole 
of ex- Yugoslavia.” 

In Geneva, European Un- 
kra.envoy Lord Owen backed 
the French proposal. He told 
a news conference that the 
outside world could not im- 
pose peace on what used to 
be Yugoslavia unless it was 
willing to intervene militarily 


and dictate a final settlement. 

The Bosnian Serbs have 
threatened “unpopular mea- 
sures” against the United Na- 
tions if it tries to reopen an 
airbase ircbWrbls at Tnzfe.~~ ' 

—•I- _■ . v- ■ 1 lL - 

Alexander Ivanko de~ 
Dounced the wanting, saying 
it was “completely unaccept- 
able that UNPROFOR is 
threatened by the Bosnian 
Serbs.” 

U.N. authorities have 
abandoned plans to reopen 
the base to humanitarian 
flights, as demanded by the 
Muslim-led government. 


WELCOME EVERY EVENING 
IN HOLY RAMADAN 






SAFARI 

Fruit cocktai 
1 Litre 

Sale JD 1J200 



KASSATLY 
Tahinah from 
Lebanon 
500gr.SaleJD 1.100 
tOOOgr.SaleJD 2.100 


VIMTO 

Fruit cordial 
710 ml. 

Sale JD 1.590 


AL JAMAL 

Kamardeen 
500gr. pack 
Sale JD 0.700 



Pepsi Cola 

7-UP 

Mirinda 

(Case of 24). 

250 ml. 

Returnable 

bottles 

Sale JD 1.950 



A LOT MORE OFFERS AWAIT 
YOU AT THE STORE. 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 




Ajahlia ~ Abela 
Superstore 
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Protecting children 


CHILD ABUSE in Jordan is part of the 
overall domestic violence phenomenon that is 
more serious than most people are willing to 
admit. A few days ago, a young man beat up 
his two-year old sister to death. The twenty- 
year old brother toid the police that all he did 
was slap his sister to make her stop crying. 
He did not intend to kill her, he said. But 
medical reports will soon determine whether 
the child died from one slap or from exces- 
sive beating. The issue, however, goes 
beyond determining the amount of violence 
that led to this tragedy. It brings into focus 
the habit of using force against children to 
influence their behaviour. That is an area 
that itself needs to be urgently addressed 
along with the sad incident itself. 

Many children go on being abused or 
mistreated without the police or the public 
ever having the slightest knowledge. What 
happens in the privacy of many homes would 
portray a horrific picture of how some 
children are being treated by their families. 
Part of the problem lies in the poverty in 
which so many families find themselves. 
Inadequate housing and the pressure of life 
adversely affect the ability of parents to deal 
humanely with their children. Large families 
provide also the ideal climate for child abuse 
since the larger the number of children is the 
greater is the strain on parents. As long as we 
have a favourable culture for larger families, 
hope of providing the children with the 
necessary degree of love, attention and care 
diminishes. 

To remedy this alarming situation, we 
need short-term and long-term treatment. 
The short-term solution necessitates more 
public awareness of this social ill coupled 
with a more forceful action by the authorities 
to protect children from the misguided wrath 
of their fathers and mothers. This means a 
stiffer criminal prosecution of all those sus- 
pected of abusing their children. The long- 
term solution would call for deeper education 
focusing on the shortcomings of big families 
from an economic, social and mental pers- 
pectives. Child abuse should be eliminated. 
It cannot be justified, nor can the apathy 
with which society is reacting to it in terms of 
failing to expose it, taking action against it 
and treating the problem with the urgency it 
requires. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Ai Ra*i on Wednesday warned Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin against suspending the 
negotiations with the Palestine National Authority (PNA) 
and against further delaying the implementation of the 
Oslo and Cairo agreements- In his attempt to appease the 
rightist factions in Israel. Mr. Rabin is going back on 
pledges to redeploy Israeli forces, arranging for Palestinian 
elections and releasing 6000 Palestinian detainees from 
Israeli jails, said Sultan Al Hartab. Stressing that continued 
occupation remains the cause for resistance activities, 
writer said Mr. Rabin should not fall victim to illusions that 
the Palestine National Authority was created to guarantee 
Israel's security and peace. Practicing blackmail on the 
Palestinians would not do any good to Israel and would not 
terminate the cycle of violence which can only end with 
farad's withdrawal from occupied Arab lands, continued 
the writer. Mr. Rabin should realise, stressed the writer, 
that the Islamists are not the only faction among the 
Palestinian people who believe in resisting the Israeli 
occupation and ought to take speedy moves towards 
ensuring the return of the oppressed people’s rights. 


THE TRIAL of Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman in the 
United States on charges that he was behind the terrorist 
bomb attacks in New York is a ploy aimed at serving the 
Israeli-American alliance, charged Taher Al Adwan, a 
columnist in Al Dustour Wednesday. The world Zionism is 
behind the cunent Western campaign against Islam since 
Zionism has wide-scale influence on the U.S. media, which 
are hying to present Islam as the danger creeping on the 
West, he said. Such cliam and such allegations are designed 
to serve American -Israeli alliance and corroborate Israel's 
assumed role as defender of Western interests in the 
Middle East continued the writer. The writer said that 
Washington has been following a contradictory policy by 
maintaining close contacts with the Islamists in Egypt and 
other parts of the world on the one hand, and sustaining a 
media campaign against the Islamists in the United States 
On the other. 


The View from Academia 



Writing: learning the art of the trade 


ONE SUBJECT in the school syllabus (and to some extent 
at the university level) which needs to be seriously 
reconsidered, without much delay, is writing. Throughout 
the Arab World, writing is a problem to learn and a 
problem to teach. Our conception, attitude, approach and 
practice of it most radically change. 

Take a random sample, as I have, of paragraphs and 
essays written by various people in our society, old or 
young, published or unpublished, professional or unprofes- 
sional, highly educated or humbly educated (with a few 
exceptions, it does not make mud) difference). Select from 
material written by students at school and university levels 
(10th grade pupils, freshmen, seniors, graduate students), 
i.e. "apprentices" still learning the essentials of the trade. 
Choose also from pieces written by various practitioners: 
teachers, preachers, researchers, newspaper and magazine 
columnists, reporters, court clerks, executives, etc. Vary 
tile Subject and the genre somewhat: political science, 
economics, sociology, history, etc.; sermons, epistles, 
diaries, speeches, personal letters, applications, class 
assignments, articles, books. 

You will be amazed at how poor the quality of the 
writing is. Over the years, I have been acquianted 
first-hand with mod) material written in Arabic by Arabs, 
as a translator, a teacher of writing and translation, an 
observer and assistant of some non-native speakers learn- 
ing Arabic, and a somewhat avid reader pf texts of all 
kinds. The percentage of excellent or readable material is 
small indeed, not exceeding IS per cent at most. One of the 
most vexing difficulties I encounter when translating 
Arabic material into English or when teaching translation is 
to figure out what the word, the phrase, the sentence, the 
paragraph and at times the whole essay actually mean. 
Words are not used accurately, phrases are fuzzy, sent- 
ences are foggy and pragr a phs are loose and nonsensical. 
■First you want to translate Arabic into Arabic, then into 
English. Ambiguity, of course, can be a virture in certain 
types of writing (say, literary texts), but not in expository 
texts. An author of a text ought to know the precise 
meaning of the vocabulary be/she uses and not say (for 
example) Ibtizaz (blackmail) to mean “abuse” or "para- 


noia" to mean “delusion of grandeur." Many non-native 
speakers learning Arabic find Arabic essays difficult to 
understand in a reading/comprehension course often be- 
cause much of the argument does not stem oat of facts 
established dearly ana coherently but of assumed know- 
ledge and implied meanings. 

The writing problems in written Arabic discourse of 
today are enumerable. There are serious flaws (ax times 
quite unbelievable) in punctuation, in diction, in sentence 
structure, in coherence, in cohesion, in argumentation, in 
development, in logic, in sequence, in clarity, in sharpness, 
in order, in organisation, in sense. 'Writers ramble on and 
on and on, beat around the bush, repeat, hint, give half the 
idea at the beginning, another half in the middle or at the 
end, either never hitting the nail on the bead or hitting it 
unnecessarily hard. Nearly all the qualities of good writing 


texts, i.e. be highly poetic, literary and rhetorical teas; 
Such is an unfortunate misconception, of course, became 
the rales which govern creative texts a re radi cally different 
from those which govern expository writing. 


are missing. In a word, there is no system, there is no 
discipline, there are no rules. Try to find a topic sentence in 


discipline, there are no rules. Try to find a topic sentence in 
most contemporary Arabic texts. It is next to impossible. 
Try to look for a system of punctuation. No chance. 

This writing problem stems most directly from the way 
writing is taught at our schools. We have what we call 
"insha'”. The meaning of the term is quite positive, 
“composition” or “construction.” literally. It means “con- 
struction,” an apt metaphor and an apt concept. “Yunshi" 
or “to construct” implies that one is “budding” an 
argument carefully, coherently, step by step, systematical- 
ly, etc. But this is only an illusion, for ‘insha’'' has in fact 
acquired a very pejorative sense these days; “yunshi”' has 
come to mean “to make up anything” Yon sit down for half 
an hour or so and write big words and long sentences which 
mean very little. 

Insha’ is harmful in at least two respects. First, oar 
students are encouraged (and they end up believing that) to 
view the writing process as essentially and absolutely 
spontaneous ana free. One sits down and writes impress- 
ions and ideas as they come to his/her mind. There is 
basically no outline, no draft, no revision, no organisation 
or reorganisation. Secondly, the models for good writing 
which our students are expected to emulate are the creative 


Indirectly, and more generally, the writing problem 
stems, unavoidably, from our everyday fife. The Arabjjf 
■ today (this is sad bat it is a fact) leads an essential, 
carefree, aloof, indifferent, disorjptnised and chaotic life 
There is a noticeable lack of discipline and system ia tfee 
daily lives of most of us. While we do ding strongly to many 
habits and customs, our practices are not marked by ^ 
meticulous observation of regulations, rules and lav*. 
Regulations, rules and laws and e&sfly violated or broken 
Nothing prevents us from using telephones at of&zaj 
establishments and institutions to chat with friends. % 
hours about silly matters. We do not obey traffic rales-; v* 
go on picnics and fitter the place. When we write, 
therefbre, we just write. 


The solution is to alter the way we concave of, approach 
and teftdi writing at hour schools. The insha’ lesson shook! 
have a textbook first, one which spells out very clearly th ^ 
rules of punctuation, organisation, argumentation, de- 
velopment and other mechanics and philosophy of writing 
Secondly, our students ought to be given the chance, fe 
write, in the insha' lesson and in all the other lessons, and 
o ugh t to be evaluated on the baas of the rules and the 
guidelines. Thirdly, the writing courses at the univeuute 
level (which in my opinion are not generally successful) 
o ugh t to be more like workshops and seminars than forma l 
lectures. The students need to write as much as they can, 
and they need to get in the habit of writing according to and 
in light of certain struts guidelines and rules. 

Writing (especially in today’s world) is extremely impor- 
tant. It is an expression of self, for us as individuals and as a 
nation. It is also a reflection of self, for us as individuals and 
as a nation. We need to master the art of the trade if we 
care to present and assert ourselves more effectively. 
People are generally judged on the basis of what they 
produce, and what we produce these days is of a very poor 
quality. 


Israel’s interrogators remove their gloves 


By Nigel Parry 


ON NOV. 14 1994, in 
the wake of the kidnap- 
ping of Nachshon Wax- 
man and the bombing of 
a bus in Tel Aviv, the 
front page of the Jeru- 
salem Post carried an 
article on torture headed 
"'Restrictions on GSS 
use of force eased for 3 
months.” The article re- 
ferred to a decision 
made by the ministerial 
committee that oversees 
the General Security 
Service (GSS), the Shin 
Bet, the arm of the 
Israeli military author- 
ities responsible for the 
interrogation of Palesti- 
nian detainees. Citing 
the “ticking bomb” sce- 
nario, where interroga- 
tors believe that a de- 
tainee has information 
about “an imminent act 
of terrorism,” the com- 
mittee voted to relax ex- 
isting “restrictions” on 
the use of physical force 
in such cases. 

This news came as a 
surprise to many human 
rights organisation 
monitoring Israel’s use 
of torture, where the 
consensus seems to be 
that existing restrictions 
are negligible. Addi- 
tionally, many feel the 
“ticking bomb” scenario 
is open to misuse and 
scant regard is currently 
paid to either Israeli or 
international law. 


Palestinians under interrogation are systematically 
tortured or ill-treated in spite of Israel’s ratification 
of the Convention Against Torture, and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 


Chilling list of tortures 


In 1987, a state com- 
mission of enquiry- 
headed by Mosbe Land- 
au laid down guidelines 
to be followed during 
the interrogation of 
“security” detainees. 
These were detailed only 
in a secret annex to the 
report, and permitted 
the use of '‘psychological 
pressure” and “a moder- 
ate measure of physical 
pressure.” 

Amnesty Internation- 
al (AI) has stated for a 
number of years that 
“Palestinians under in- 
terrogation are systema- 
tically tortured or ill- 
treated.” It and other 
human rights organisa- 
tions have compiled a 
chilling list of the 
methods employed by 
Israel, including:' Verbal 
abuse and threats; de- 
privation of food; cover- 
ing the head for hours, 
even days, on end: pro- 
longed sleep depriva- 
tion; prolonged shack- 
ling in contorted posi- 
tions; confinement in 
coffin-sized cells called 
“closest;” confinement 
in conditions of extreme 
heat, cold or filth; forced 
physical exercise; beat- 
ings on all parts of the 


body, with fists, wooden 
sticks and rifle butts, 
often concentrated on 
sensitive areas such as 
the genitals; banging 
heads against walls and 
tables; burning with 
cigarettes; electric 
shocks; squeezing of the 
testicles; denial of 
medical attention. 

All this is in spite of 
Israel’s ratification in 
1991 of the Convention 
Against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment 
or Punishment. Article 2 
of this document states: 

No exceptional cir- 
cumstances whatsoever, 
whether a state of war or 
the threat of war, inter- 
nal political instability or 
any other public 
emergency, may be in- 
voked as a justification 
of torture. 

The Jerusalem Post 
article revealed that the 
decision to "ease restric- 
tions” had been brought 
before the Shin Bet com- 
mittee at the request of 
Israel’s prime minister 
and defence minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin. After 
the Tel Aviv bus bomb- 
ing on Oct. 19, Mr. 
Rabin reportedly said: 
“If the security services 
had acted according to 
the guidelines of the 
Landua Report in inter- 
rogating Hamas people, 
they would not have 
found out the location of 
Waxman's kidnappers.” 
For Mr. Rabin, the end 
clearly justified the 
means, despite the fact 
that this was an admis- 
sion that existing restric- 
tions had been disre- 
garded. 

At the time of the 


In April 1993, after 
the Public Committee 
Against Torture in Israel 
filed a .petition, at 'the 
High Court of Justice, 
the head of the Shin Bet 
submitted an affidavit 
describing changes 
which had been intro- 
duced in the interroga- 
tion procedures since the 
Landua commission’s re- 
port. The actual detail of 
interrogation procedures 
appeared in a second, 
privileged affidavit. In 
the open part of his affi- 
davit the head of the 
Shin Bet admitted that, 
although there was a 
step-by-step process of 
applying various 
methods of torture to 
allow detainees the 
opportunity to avoid 
“exceptional means.” 
the option to proceed to 
levels of more severe 
torture remained avail- 
able to his interrogators. 

“An interrogators 
must first try, as far as 
possible, to use psycho- 
logical pressure to 
achieve the goal. Only if 
this fails may the interro- 
gator resort to the addi- 
tional means of pressure 
which the procedure 
permits.” 

He did, however, 
point out that there were 
various procedures 
which were not permit- 
ted, such as “starving a 
detainee, depriving lum 
of drink, preventing him 
from going to the lava- 
tory, and abandoning 
him to heat or cold.” 


First-hand accounts of 
torture 


announcement, a stu- 
dent at Bir Zeit Uni- 
versity, Ahmad Ibrahim 
Sa’id, reported to the 
university’s Human 
Rights Action Project 
(HRAP) that his interro- 
gators had told him they 
had “removed their 
gloves” after receiving 
clear ordess from Mr. 
Rabin to "interrogate 
him without limits.” 
According to HRAP, 
Ahmad Sa id had been 
hooded and forced to 
stand for up to 20 hours 
a day and bad been dep- 
rived of sleep for a week 


irior to a meeting with 


lis lawyer. 


This was news indeed 
to Bir Zeit student Abd 
Al Nasir Al Qaysi, im- 
prisoned in Ramm allah 
on August 10, 1994 for 
51 days before being re- 
leased without charge. 
“I began to urinate un- 
controllably” during the 
interrogation, he re- 
ported, “but they would 
not let me take a shower 
or change my pants.” 
Only after 15 days of 
detention was he permit- 
ted to bathe. During his 
intrrogation he was reg- 
ularly refused access to 
the toilet, and was often 
given only five minutes 
both to eat and use the 
toilet in a small cell with 
an open hole in the 
floor. 


Another Bir Zeit stu- 
dent, “Salman,” who 
was interrorgated for 43 
days in Farah detention 
centre after being 
arrested on May 29. 
1994, reported that: “On 
May 31 they took me out 
of solitary confinment 
and tied me up in the 
yard. When I asked for a 
drink, a solider brought 
a flagon and poured wa- 
ter over my head but 
didn't give me anything 
to drink.” 

Although it is difficult 
to assess Israel’s adher- 
ence to secret proce- 
dures, it is clear from 
detainees' affidavits that 
the arbitrary use of ex- 
treme methods of tor- 
ture continues, and 
guidelines which are 
openly referred to are 
similarly contravened on 
a regular basis. 

At the time of the 
Jerusalem Post’s wor- 
rying announcement. 
Betselem were in the 
process of producing a 
report entitled Torture 
During Interrogations: 
Testimony of Palestinian 
detainees, testimony of 
the interrogators, their 
fifth publication on the 
issue since 1991. The re- 
port detailed continued 
use of forbidden 
methodsof torture, as 
well as statements from 
Shin Bet interrogators. 
The sections dealing 
with interrogators re- 
vealed that the docu- 
mentation of interroga- 
tions was both mislead- 
ing and inadequate, sig- 
nificant in that accounta- 
bility to both Israeli 
guidelines and interna- 
tional law was thereby 
rendered difficult. 

For example, in the 
time between interroga- 
tions, when detainees 
are held in what the Shin 
Bet calls “waiting," the 
conditions often pre- 
clude sleep. One interro- 
gator. known as 
“Nadiv,” explained the 
terminology to Judge Lt. 
Col. Shlomoh Isaacson 
in a case at Ramallah 
Military Court. 

“Rest means that the 
accused is in a place 
where the conditions 
allow sleep. Being “in 
waiting” is where the ac- 
cused is in a situation 
where he cannot sleep. 
He might have his hands 


cuffed behind his back, 
or his head might be 
covered. 

An interesting exam- 
ple of the Israeli army’s 
capacity for clouding the 
issue of accountability 
arose in its official re- 
sponse to the Betselem 
report. It claimed on 
Nov. 16 that “four years 
ago, the IDF on its own 
initiative, appointed 
Maj. Gen. (res.) Rafael 
Vardi tQ provide an in- 
dependent and external 
review of the propriety 
of investigations con- 
ducted in the army's 
facilities. His conclu- 
sions and recommenda- 
tions have been adopted, 
almost in their entirety" 
by the senior command 
and have been im- 
plemented by the 
army." Yet the most 
crucial International 
notes in its 1992 annual 
report: 

Vardi recommended 
that responsibility for in- 
terrogating residents of 
the Occupied Territories 
be transferred to non- 
military authorities and 
that orders prohibiting 
soldiers from using vio- 
lence and threats against 
detainees be streng- 
thened. However, 
apparently because of 
the opposition of other 
agencies, it was later 
announced that the 
armed forces would 
maintain responsibility 
for interrogating sus- 
pects through the Milit- 
ary Police. 


Passing the buck 


Betselem ’s report also 
uncovered a refusal by 
both the Prisons Service 
and the Shin Bet to 

accept responsibility for 
providing detainees with 
access to food, the time 
to eat it, and toilet fatali- 
ties. Although the report 
included several exam- 
ples of cases where de- 
tainees had been denied 

access to these, the Pris- 
ons Service, officially re- 
sponsible for them, 
chose to avoid the issue 
and shift the responsibil- 
ity to the Shin Bet. “The 
Prisons Service is not in- 
volved in interrogations, 
and investigations facili- 
ties are not within its 
responsibility or control. 
Any contentions in this 
regard should be 
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directed to the groups 1 
dealing with interroga- 
tions.” The Shin Bet, < 
responsible for handing 
prisoners over to foe 1 
care of the Prisons Ser- 1 
vice, responded in kind. I 
“The army is responsible 
only for investigatioia 
taking place in army 
facilities,” offered its 
spokesman helpfully. 

Victories against such 
a flawed and brutal sys- 
tem are rare and often 
possess a grotesque 
•'- quality that leaves little \ 
:iroom for celebration.' 
•■wElia Theodory, a lawyer 
attached to HRAP who 
represents students in 
the military courts, tries 
to analyse the system 
and look for procedural 
ways to make the diffe- 
rent divisions involved in 
cases accountable to 
each other. 

In the military court 
system, the Shin Bet is 
required to report on in- 
terrogations to the judge 
in order that be can 
assess whether further 
periods of detention re- 

3 uested are likely to pro- 
uce new evidence. 
When Naser Al Qaysi 
was taken for his second 
remand hearing on Sept. 
21, 1994, three or four 
secret documents relat- 
ing to his interrogation 
were submitted by the 
Shin Bet to judge Yossi 
Shapiro. Denied access 
to them, Theodory ! 
quietly asked the judge 
to sign and date the 
documents. 

Eight days later, at the 
next remand bearing, 
the Shin Bet again sub- 
mitted secret material to 
the same judge, and 
again requested an ex- 
tension of Mr. Qaysi's 
detention for further in- 
terrogation. The dated 
and signed documents 

revealed that no new in- 
formation had been disc- 
overed since the last 
hearing. Judge Shapiro 
lambasted the Shin Bet: 
“I will not accept this. 
Are you making fun of 
the court?” The Shin 
Bet claimed to have 
additional material and 
were given leave to go 
and fetch it daring a 
court recess. TTiey took 
Mr. Qaysi to an inter- 
rogation room and spent 
the next 90 minutes 
trying to violently ex- 
tract a confession from 
him. Failing to get any- 
where, they released, 
him without charge 
when he came back is ^ 
front of the judge. 


Nigel Parry is press and 
public relations officer at : 
Bir Zeit University in the ; 
West Bank. The article is 
reprinted from Middle 
East International. ■ ' - 
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Jordanian Theatre Festival is here to stay 


By Mohammad Mashariqa 

“Regardless of the obstacles and the problems that 
cropped up during the third Jordanian Theatre 
festival, one can safely say that the festival has now 
been established as a tradition and that all involved 
parties have become keen on its perpetuation, ” 
according to Iraqi artist Aziz Hannoun. 

With this phrase Hannoun summed up the situa- 
tion , replying to all attempts by pessimists who had 
seen only the dark side of this artistic festival and 
who feared organisational problems. 

Most of Che 70 artists , actors and actresses who 
participated in past weeJt’s festival have expressed 
joy over its success and determination to see it 
develop and progress indefinitely. 

The different plays presented in the festival had a 
common denominator — ‘"human freedom. ” 

An instance of this fact was displayed in the play 
You Who Are Hearing The Voice which was directed 
by Khaled Tariff. The artist set the scene during the 
Ottoman rule of Arab countries when the sultan 
exercised absolute power and despotism against the 
residents of a village called Tel AJ Hilali. The sultan 
confiscated the lands, imposed heavy taxes on the 
population and used women for his pleasure. The 
sultan was confronted by a courageous young man 
who decided to revolt against injustice. At the end 
the young man gets arrested and impailed. 

The young man 's wife , Thurayya, was subsequently 
subjected to a “cosmetic" anti “make up” process 
aimed at changing her features so that she would look 
more presentable in the modem age during which no 
rebellion is permitted. But despite the suitan's 
attempts , Thurayya remained adamant, rejecting ail 
change. 

Tariff succeeded in drawing the audience's ap- 


plause because he presented a performance dose to 
real life. He also presented a play that highlights 
heroism and extols bravery. With this play Tarifi 
succeeded in moving to new boundaries of creativity 
and in attaining distinguished levels of artistic work. 

In the view of Sami Abdul Hamid, president of the 
Arab Artists Federation, Tarifi has succeeded in 
avoiding ornamental and flowery performances and 
opted for responding to the audience 's tastes and 
interests. 

The play Coloured Rain which was produced and 
directed by Vesna Mashariqa, has drawn conflicting 
views. Egyptian critic Najib Nijem objected to the 
use of colours in reflecting psychological conditions 
of characters claiming that this reebnigue is imported 
from the West and does not emanare from Arab 
culture. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

Jordanian critic Jamal Ayyad considered the same 
play as presenting a new form of art in Jordanian 
theatres. The play tackles the life of a young 
Jordanian woman' who was forced to marry her 
cousin at an early age. The husband, who had just 
returned from abroad . prevents the woman from 
pursuing her education, keeping her imprisoned in 
his home. Soon the young woman falls victim to 
psychological complications and is subsequently tre- 
ated for mental illness. A local sheikh is called to 
exorcise the eiil spirit from her body bur to no avail. 
The husband divorces the woman and deprives her of 
her children causing her to commit suicide. 

Vesna has chosen two levels for the stage, the first 
embodying the real and the second the subconscious. 
The expressions and the acting on the stage take the 


audience back to early childhood memories in an 
attempt to enable them to delve deep into the very 
essence of the characters on the stage. 

In the play Kardabik's Option, stage director Fathi 
Abdul Rahman tackles a historic subject dating back 
to the Mameluke era at the time when Turks 
occupied Egypt. 

In the play all Mameluke princes collaborate with 
the invaders and help the Sultan Sa/eem ro enter 
Cairo, with the exception of one prince who rejects 
occupation and resorts to resistance. In the end, he is 
defeated and turns himself in, admitting the failure of 
the rebellion. 

In the play the audience watches religious leaders 
in Egypt calling on the Egyptian people to surrender 
and to recognise the Muslim caliphate of the sultan in 
Istanbul. A dialogue ensues between the Istanbul- 
appointed ruler of Egypt and Kardabik who is a lone 
rebel against the Ottomans. 

The ruler, addressing Kardabik , says: “You con- 
sider me as a traitor but I consider myself as one who 
well appreciates the crucial circumstances and tries to 
cope with the changes. But you are a lunatic and a 
dreamer. Vou will be put ro death if you fail to 
apologise. ” 

Kardabik replies that he opts for death rather than 
live a humiliating life. “I would rather ser\ r e as a good 
example for the coming generation, rather than give 
in,‘‘ he adds. 

Fathi Abdul Rahman's play is a classic in terms of 
its production, direction, decor, and costumes, and is 
considered a new experiment in the local theatre 
work. 

But some people criticised the play's prolonged 
dialogue and the great deal of elaborate decor. 

The festival witnessed two young experiments 
depicting rwo important world renouned plays: The 


Goat Island which was adapted by Jamil Awad and 
directed by Ziyad JaJal, and The Plague which was 
directed by Hussein Naffee’. In the view of director 
Sami Abdul Hamid , these two performances repre- 
sent daring works of art that require great theatre 
and well-seasoned performers. 

For his part, Ziyad JaJal succeeded in depicting the 
state of isolation, loneliness felt by three women 
living in an abandoned home. When a man tries to 
end this state of isolation and brings them into life 
and freedom again, the women put him to death by 
drowning him in a water welt. 

Hussein Naffee'. on the other hand, presented to 
the audience the condition of a man obsessed by 
constant fear which leads him to commit treason. 

The third Jordanian Theatre Festival presented 
different concepts from different angles depicting 
injustice, anxiety, frustration and other moods and 
stales of mind. The audience was thrilled by the 
character of The Prince who betrayed his country 
more than the charcter of Kardabik and laughed at 
the despotic ruler (Khaled Tarifi ) more than display- 
ing sadness at the impailing of the patriot who 
rebelled against the ruler. The same audience ap- 
plauded the death of (Bassam Abu Ayyash ) who 
raped the three women and slept with two wdows. 

7he five plays presented in the festival did not 
allow the directors to fully grasp and evaluate their 
artistic work largely due to the confusion and chaos 
which prevailed in the theatre. 

The questions to be asked at the end are: What is 
the future of theatre work and why can't plays be 
performed in the rural regions and other govemo- 
rates? Why can't we haw? more than two perform- 
ances during the festival? Theatre work ought to be 
promoted by all means and plays should be increased 
at all costs to corroborate artistic work in Jordan. 


>@ €EEHY©M THE M@¥l 


Would you care 
for a calmative? 

Could it be that last year's tensions were not released 
and that lawmakers coming back from the New Year 
hohdays are venting ffustradons on each other with 
extra added verbosity? Or are these gales ai£: omen 
of how legislative matters will be dealt with in 1995? 
In Taiwan high civility turned into a swatting match 
on the Boor of the republic's national assembly. Last 
weeks U.S. congressman's “slanderous" comments 
were stricken from theirccord ' when be attacked 
President Bill Clinton's patriotism. And, not to be 
outdone, here, we not only had some of Deputy 
Toujan Faisal's personal diatribe against Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid scratched bom the Parliament 
record during a debate of the government's policy 
statement, but, earlier during the week , segments of 
a name-calling match between Deputy Abdul 
Mortem Abu Zant, a sheikh, and Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam A1 Abbadi were 
found to be inappropriate inclusions in an official 
record of history. High-powered business meetings 
now oben include bowls of sucking candy on the 
meeting tables. Behavioural experts claim sucking on 
the hard candy eases stress in such tense settings. At 
the very least it would allow tune for people to think 
before they speak since it would be highly impolite to 
speak with a sourball in one's mouth. 

if ☆ •& rir if 

SPECULATING ON LEAKS OR GAM- 
BLES s Not so much name-callings as “chaos” was 
stirred up at the Amman Financial Market (AFM) 
last week , or so we were told, when a report by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, and another by Reu- 
ters, ‘ stated that officials at the Jordan National 
Shipping Lines ( JNSL ). had announced 1994 pre-tax 
profits of JD 3.75 million (nearly three times those of 
1993), and that the company was expected to 
distribute 40 per cent dividends. AFM officials 
phoned Jordan National Shipping Lines General 
Manager Yasser Tal soon after the item appeared in 
the local press demanding to know what was the 
situation. Tal explains that the company had made no 
such announcement and furthermore, such releases 
can only be made after the company's 1994 financial 
records have been audited and its general assembly 
has met to decide on dividend disbursements, neither 
of which had yet occurred. Some interested parties 
unravel the confusion claiming that someone, eager 
to profit, slipped the item to Petra via a fascimile 
machine at the Jordan InterContinental Hotel, and 
the source was never confirmed. Others contend that 
the figures were close, if not accurate, and that they 
were intentionally leaked to the press. On the day the 
item appeared in the J.T., as carried by Reuters, the 


AFM posted a closing price for the company at JD 
"3.440 per share up from a previous closing of JD 
3.300. The next day JNSL shares closed at JD 3.410; 
and this week shares dropped down to JD 3.280. The 
Jordan National Shipping Lines is to convene its 
annual genera/ assembly meeting in April aber which 
speculation over what may have happened could 
continue, but this time whatever report emerges bom 
that meeting will have the company's seal of approv- 
al. 

•fe if if •& ■& 

FACE TO FACE WITH- PRIMARY 
SOURCES: Viritihg Ammam this past week,' 
Asher Susser, head of the Moshe Dayan Centre and 
Shihab Institute at Tel Aviv University, sealed more 
than a few contacts. For a professor whose focus for 
more than 25 years has been modem Middle East 
history, with particular reference to Jordan and the 
Palestinians, setting foot in the Kingdom for the ffrsr 
tune last Wednesday and meeting with Jordanian and 
Palestinian counterparts in an informal candid setting 
was , in Susser’s words. * 4 an historic day in my life . " 

Susser, who was bom in South Africa in 1947 and 
immigrated to Israel at the age of 16, completed his 
B.A., M.A. and Ph.D., all in modern Middle East 
history at Tel Aviv University. His M.A. thesis 
(which was the predecessor to his latest book — On 
Both Banks Of The Jordan: A Political Biography Of 
Wash Tal) was supervised by anotherlsraeli specialist 
on Jordan, the late Uriel Dann. Susser's doctoral 
dissertation , entitled, Western Power Rivalry In The 
Levant And Its Interaction With Local Politics 
1941-1946, and completed in 1986, was supervised by 
Jtamar Rabinovich, who became Israel's chief nego- 
tiator in the peace talks with Syria. Susser’s five-day 
visit to the Kingdom was “ facilitated ” by the United 
States Information Service (USIA) office here in 
Amman “because of his (Susser’s) obvious interest in 
and to Jordan, ” according to USIS Director Peter 
Kovach. Kovach and others who observed the 
interaction between Susser and the officials, 
academicians , and journalists during his stay in 
Amman said Susser was very pleased with and 
appreciative of the opportunity, and his new and 
even some former associates here were billing to 
engage in frank and open discussions. For both sides, 
the experience was an eye-opener in some ways and a 
still cautious step towards beginning the requirement 
of cultural exchange as stipulated in the peace treaty 
of Oct. 26. 1994. 


TAKING HOME THE GOLD: In Madrid. 
Spain, Royal Jordanian (RJ) President and Chief 
Executive Officer Nader Dahabi received, on behalf 
of the airline, the Fitur International Tourism Festiv- 
al's Golden Trophy and Certificate of Excellence for 



Royal Jordanian Frmsidmnt and Chief Ex- 
ecvtfve Officer Nadar Dahabi (right) re- 
ceives the Tourism Ce r tific a te of Excell- 
ence for RJ in Madrid 

BJ's leading international role in promoting and 
marketing tourism. Most people view RJ as the 
Kingdom s national carrier, bur at this annual event, 
which this year drew in 142 participating countries, 
the “ 30-sometbing ” airline was recognised for its 
twin role which also includes contributing to the 
promotion of tourism to the country and the region 
and fostering cross-cultural exchanges. Dahabi who 
flew to Madrid to participate in the opening cere- 
monies, inaugurated by Spain ’s King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofia, said upon accepting the award: “The 
horizon of tourism is ever-expanding, and with the 
new era of peace in our region, our target is to 
contribute substantially to the needs, comfort and 
absolute satisfaction of all visitors to our land. ” 

INSURANCE REQUIRES A ‘SURE BET: 

On the home front RJ’s Dahabi started off the New 
Year with some tidying up of major departments and 
some reinforcements. One such area is the Insurance 
Department where Dahabi has recruited a savvy 
expert to manage the office that handles millions of 
dollars in insuring, the airline’s aircraft, passengers, 
equipment and avionics. Najeh Qaddourah, pre- 
viously an insurance advisor with Kuwait Airways, 
has come from London to join the RJ family as 
assistant vice-president for insurance. Qaddourah 
received initial training and held several managerial 
positions with particular involvement in aviation 
insurance underwriting and claims with Kuwait In- 
surance Company. In 1972 he joined Kuwait Air- 
ways, assuming full responsibility for the airline’s 
major insurance projects and attended many insur- 
ance courses including ones at Lloyds Training 


Najeh Qaddourah takes over RJ f s Insur- 
ance Department 


Centre and the ClI Insurance College in Surrey. 
U.K. During 1977/78, he spent 15 months with major 
reinsurance brokers and Lloyds agencies in London 
to gain insight on reinsurance techniques. Appointed 
insurance director of Kuwait Airways in 1980, 
Qaddourah also was made insurance advisor to the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Airlines' Execu- 
tive Committee and coordinator of the $9 billion 
GCC joint insurance project. He was elected VP of 
the Airline Mutual Insurance Company in 1988 , and 
was posted to the Kuwait Airways London office as 
insurance advisor until his invitation to join the RJ 
team at Head Office. Qaddourah, is 49, married and 
has 3 children. A man who was very likely spotted for 
his thoroughness, said he would like to assess his 
return to Jordan after a year. 

ir ☆ -fr ■& ☆ 

ITS THE THOUGHT THAT COUNTS: Just 
before the world was said to tune in to the Super- 
bowl. Jordanian athletes held their own super match 
which saw Ai Wihdat beat A / Arabi 1-0 to take the 
championship as predicted by none other but our 
ownJ.T. Sports Editor Aleen Banayan. In a token of 
appreciation for coverage of the event and in 
celebrating their win Al Whidat sent three trays of 
kunafeh to the news room of Al Ra’i with the 
intention that one of the trays be delivered to theJ.T. 
newsroom. Need we say that the third tray never 
made it over to the J.T. but our sweet-tooth 
colleagues over at Al Ra V were kind enough to let us 
know that they enjoyed every last bite. Thanks from 
us anyway, Wihdat. and thumbs up. 

Jennifer Hamameh 


Fat changes loom for European chocolate 
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By Greg Frost 
Reuter 

LONDON — Sometime 
this year the European 
Union will have to decide 
at what point chocolate 
stops being chocolate. 

As defined by a 1973 
European Commission 
directive, chocolate can- 
only contain cocoa butter, 
cocoa solids , sugar and , in 
the case of milk chocolate, 
milk. 

But Britain, Ireland and 
Denmark — as well as 
new EU members Au- 
stria, Finland and Sweden 


— are exempted Bom the 
directive and allow manu- 
facturers to use cocoa- 
butter equivalents (CBEs) 
such as paZm oil in making 
chocolate . 

Now, as the EU firings 
/ts policies into line , it is 
considering whether to 
allow up to five per cent 
CBEs in chocolate manu- 
facturing. 

Chocolate producers 
stand to profit from re- 
laxed standards, especially 
if the price of cocoa were 
to soar. 

But the ingr e dients are 


/ess likely to be as much a 
sticking point as the labell- 
ing issue. 

te What is to stop the 
chocolate industry from 
putting pressure on the 
EU to allow 10 per cent or 
even complete substitu- 
tion of cocoa butter and 
still call the remaining 
product chocolate?” said 
Gerrit Ribbink of the 
Netherlands Development 
Organisation (SNV) in the 
Hague . 

“It’s misleading to the 
consumer to use other ing- 
redients and still stick to 


the name chocolate.” 

A British consumer 
spokesman said Britain, 
which is keen on keeping 
its current practice of us- 
ing up to five per cent 
CBEs, would oppose new 
laws that would change 
labelling standards. 

“ The U.K. would say 
the products are still cal- 
led chocolate he said. * 

For cocoa-producing 
countries, the packaging 
issue is secondary to the 
fear that an increase in the 
use of CBEs will lead to a 


drop in the demand for 
cocoa. 

In a statement last 
October, the 13-nation 
Cocoa Producers' 
Alliance, which produces 
more than 90 per cent of 
the world's cocoa, urged 
the European Union (EU)' 
not to enact the proposals. 

SNV estimated that if 
the EU allowed CBEs in 
chocolate , demand for 
cocoa could drop by any- 
where fiefwecn 100,000 
and 200,000 tonnes — 
affecting up to 1 per cent 
of world cocoa produc- 


tion. 

What scares producers 
even more is that Amer- 
ican chocolate manufac- 
turers could lobby the 
U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) to 
follow the EU's example , 
and this could cut demand 
even fttrther. 

But Bruce Stillings, a 
spokesman for the Choco- 
late Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, an organisation 
which represents 10 
chocolate companies in 
the United States, said the 


chocolate industry had no 
desire to change stan- 
dards. 

“The chocolate industry 
would like to preserve the 
integrity of chocolate, so it 
comes only from cocoa 
fiufter, ” Mr. Stillings said. 

“Even if the desire to 
change the standards did 
exist , it would probably be 
two to three years fiefore 
one would see any change 
on the part of the FDA." 

The British consumer 
spokesman said relaxing 
the chocolate standards 
might actually boost pro- 


duction and raise demand 
for cocoa because it could 
lead to a wider variety of 
products. 

Kees Kromhout , of the 
Dutch Margarine, Oil and 
Fat Production Board, 
said a decision would 
probably not be reached 
until after France srepped 
down from the EU pres- 
idency in June. 

France had dose ties 
with several cocoa- 
producing countries and 
might not want to push the 
issue , he explained. 
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Horror (PC) movies 


By Jean~Cfau<fe Elias 


Imagine the following scenario: You just won a JO 
10. WO lottery r prize and instantly started to dream of 
owning the perfect, most powerful PC money can 
buy. the one that is capable of doing everything. 
Before even obtaining the cash against your winning 
ticket, images of large, colourfyl, high resolution 
screens and lightning fast hard disks begin to invade 
your mind, preventing you from thinking of any 
other subject. 


chip talk 



The PC you lust after, typically will be a Pentium 
r ocessor with 32 MB (million bvtes — characters) 


processor with 32 MB (million bytes — characters) 
memory, 1 GB (billion bytes) hard disk, a 15” colour 
screen, a Sound Blaster card with a pair of hi-fi 
speakers, a fax/modem card and of course a CD- 
ROM laser disc. This will still leave you with more 
than enough cash ro buy all the software you want, 
even in original copies: Data bases, word processors, 
spreadsheets, music software, CD-ROM encyclo- 
paedias and above all games — lots of games. 

Now everything is in place on your desk and action 
time is here. The keyboard is smooth, the mouse 
docile and the screen colours magnificent. You start 
by running Windows and browse through the Grolier 
Multimedia Encyclopaedia . listening to a recorded 
speech by J.F. Kennedy. So far so good. You exit 
from the Window’s system and go back to the DOS in 
order to play one of the sophisticated action games, 
like "Kombat” for instance. Alas, it refuses to work. 
Fasten your seat belt: the " PC Horror Show” has just 
started. 

The most alarming thing about Kombat not work- 
ing is the message on the monitor: “ Not enough 
memory”! How can that be? You have 32 MB of it. 
More than enough to run any piece of software in the 
world. Ten times more than the game itself requires. 
The answer is called "memory allocation. ” Because 


of a limitation in the original DOS design. PCs treat 
each memory zone differently. Roughly, the first 


megabyte is considered as the "base memory ” and 
anything beyond one megabyte as “ extended mem- 
ory." 

Depending on the software one is using, exp/oit/ng 
the base and extended zones is not always automatic. 
Some programmes do not “see" the extended mem- 
on' part unless a certain command is issued, instruct- 
ing them to do so. Which means that even though 
you may have physically 32 MB. the system acts as if 


you had only 1 MB installed. You must instruct it to 
recognise the other 31 MB. This is normally done by 
modifying two essential files on the hard disk, 
“ conffg.sys ” and ” autoexec.bat " (well call them 
start-up files). 

Unfortunately the setting that is necessary for large 
games is in contradiction with the ideal setting for 
Windows. You may do the adjustment for “ Kombat ” 
but then Windows won't work properly — hence the 
“horror. ” Users therefore must keep changing the 
contents of t/ie above fi/es and reset their machine 
between games- Windows-games sessions. Not only is 
the operation unpleasant, it is also" risky for the 
non-initiated. 

Moreover , not all games require the same setting. 
The presence of the CD-ROM. the sound card, and 
other additional devices that need extra setting in the 
mentioned riles also adds to the complexity of the 
solution. In short, it is impossible to reach one or 
even two settings that would make all software run. 
All the memory or the money in the world won't do. 
The answer is. in being able to adjust and modify the 
start-up riles. Although most teenagers are' now 
perfectly capable of doing the operation it still looks 
like black magic for most non-professional adults. 

MS-DOS version 6.2 has a built-in facility that lets 
users create programmable start-up riles. At power- 
on. the system will display a menu, prompting the 
user to choose between the different settings. One 
can have many of them. But even this requires a- 
sound knowledge of MS-DOS, its commands and the 
way it manages memory. Unless really familiar with 
these details, do not try' it yourself. Ask a specialist to 
create the ideal “c onrig.sys” and "autoexec.bat” riles 
for you. Make sure to keep a back up of these two 
critical riles. Only then may you rum the horror show 
into a pleasant cruise. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Skuqair 


LET'S CHAT IN ARABIC 


j — Put your trust in Him Who is the Mighty, the 
■ Merciful. Tawakal alal-Aziz, al-Rahhn. 

| — Verily , with trouble will be ease. 
j Inna ma'al osri yussra. 

\ — She lived with him through thick and thin. 

; Aashat ma ’ ahu ris-sarraa wad-darraa. 


“Still I don’t understand what you exactly mean, 
dearest. ” she said. 

“ You don't, for instance, give me ample opportun- 
ity to talk while I am awake, so I am forced to do 
that in sleep ” the husband answered. 


— The fault lies at your door. 

Al-baq alaika / innakal tnukhti\ 

— bis that ■ uld eat the kernel must crack the nut. 

Mann talabal-ola sabiral-Iayali. 

— Every bullet has its billet. 

La yuseebokom eUa ma katabal-Iahu lakom. 

— Your advice brought my brother to himself. 

Naseehatoka a’adat akin ela rushdihi 

— Darkness put him to the wrong box. 

AdaUahu az-zalam anit-tareeq. 

— Be easy, you rind one who boots you. 

It 'ma ’in, w a satajid mann ya’mal ma feehi satihok. 

— You re bound to respect your betters. 

Anta mulzam be-ann tabtarim rv'asa'ak. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 
1. Which of the following are edible? — Bamboo 
shoots, rhubarb leaves, bracken shoots, young 
nettles, /aver, palm hearts, rattlesnake, python, 
hedgehog, octopus. 

Ht Hr Hr Hr -i t- 


2. What are a gasket, a chamfer, a crank, a gantry and 
a fish-plate? 


Hr Hr Hr -Or Hr 


3. Who were the Three Musketeers . Soldiers Three, 
the four Just Men. the Nine Tailors, and the three 
men in a tub? 


Hr Hr Hr Hr Hr 


Hr Hr Hr HT H^ 


TIME FOR FUN 


4. What are the different methods of cooking food? 


] b- BOY (very shy): “It's said that kisses are the 
j language of love. ” 

; GIRL FRIEND (smiling): “ They're right in what 
i they say. 

j (They stood silent for 5 minutes^ I don 't know what 

[ prevents you from practising such a beautiful 
! language. ” 


•£: Hr Hr Hr Hr 

5. Under what circumstances can a golfer handle his 
ball without incurring a penalty? 


Hr Hr Hr Hr Hr 


Hr Hr Hr Hr Hr 


COOKING IS FUN 
LENTIL SOUP 

( SHURBET ADAS) 


Hr THE BRIDE: “ What do you use to clean your 
carpets ?" 

THE MARRIED WOMAN: “In fact. I’ve used 
several ways, but at last I found that my husband is 
i the best and the most suitable one to do the job 
properly. ” 


cups dried lentils 
quarts water 
medium onions, sliced. 

teaspoon salt I pound raw spinach, chopped 
tablespoons lemon juice 


j Hr A doctor was asked: “ Why do you always question 
j your patients about their diet when you examine 
| them? Does that help you to diagnose the illness?” 

■ "No. it just helps to fix my fee . " cante the answer. 


i Hr On the occasion of their wedding anniversary, a 
! reporter asked: 

j “ Didn't you think one day of divorce during the 

j whole years you’ve passed with each other?" 
j "No, never, never. ” said the wife . “ but we some - 
j times thought of something else — / mean mmm ... 
murder!” 


PREPARATION 

Soak, lentils in water to cover in deep kettle overnight. 
Drain. 

Add water, onions and salt. 

Simmer for 2 hours, or until fender. 

Add spinach. 

Cook for 10 minutes longer. 

Add lemon juice before serving. 


\Hr On receiving the news from his wife that their 
daughter gave birth to a baby, the late American 
j Senator, Arthur Vandenburgh. commented: “I 
I don 't worry being a grandfather. What I am really 
1 worried about it to be married to one of the 
| grandmothers. " 


PERPLEXITIES “ PLUS TV/O" 

Clues are given in the first list below to six words. To 
each of these words two letters are to be added, so that 
when the combined fetters are rearranged, new words 
are formed, to which clues are also supplied. Thus 
COPY -f 2 fetters = IRREGULAR would be so/ved 
as TRACE + IR = ERRATIC 


It was reputed that one of the husbands used to talk 
in his sleep and sometimes screamed a lot. 

“ What are dreams in your point of view, darling?” 
the wife inquired. 

“ They’re deprivation and suppression,” he re- 
plied. ” 


BROAD SMILE 

CLASS VESSEL 

SIMPLE TON 

FETTER 

BOMBAST 

STAGE-PLAY 


2 letters = EDGE 
2 letters = BOOK OF OPERA 
2 letters = TOILET REQUISITE 
2 letters = SO TRUMPS 
2 letters = COIN’ ( Colloquial ) 

2 letters - WILD BIRD 


The accuracy of the solution may be tested by rearranging the 
twelve added letters to form the name (two words) of a contempor- 
ary writer. 


Learning to keep 


an open mind 


By Suncr Ghaleb Bagaecn 


Historic buildings in cities as apparently diverse as 
Dublin and New Delhi have been demolished with 


nothing less than glee over the past 40 years by 
chauvinist developers and local authorities on the 
hast s that they are foreign structures representing old 
imperial powers and so deserve to go. 

In Ireland, it is claim ed that because the country's 
disappearing Georgian buildings are English or 
Anglo-Irish , they are somehow more than ripe for 
demolition. But, they will only be replaced by 
something which is most certainly no better: Post- 
modern junk imported half-heart&dlyfrom the United 
States, or cut price , superstore-style trash adapted 
from half-baked notions of what constitutes a con- 
temporary vernacular. 

In India, a magnificent early 19th-century office 
was dem olish ed in Madras and replaced by a banal , 
Post-modern , office block that would be equally at 
home in Bangalore or Birmingham . . But because it 
was En glish or British or whatever, it was pulled 
down. 

But this argument continues to be used a clever 
way of getting rid of buildings that occupy valuable 


sites which might be developed more profitably. 
And, however reasonably one might put the case 
against demolition, one can be accused of being a 
latter-day imperialist 

In Cuba, mods from UNESCO have been used to 
rebuild significant patches of Havana’s beautiful 
colonial centres which were designed by Spsn&ft 
architects. The Cuban government could have des- 
troyed these centres on the grounds that they 
represented both the physical aspects of cokutiaEsm 
and because they were Spanish in style, not Cuban. 

j. it Jnirf ni I/T I • ' 


But, of course , they are Cuban , just as Victoria 
Station in Bombay's is Indian. This is because 


Spanish architects working in Cuba produced a very 
different breed of architecture in the Carribean than 
they did in the Berian peninsula. Just the same, the 
great Indian architecutre of Lutyens and Baker 
owed, at its most inspired, little to its contemporary 
British precedent. 

What the cities like Havana and Bombay have 
learnt, »n^ Dublin and Madias, is that not onfys 
their historic architecture popular among their own 
people, because it is beautiful, practical and apart erf 
the collective memory, but it also draws tourists and 
valuable foreign revenue. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday , Feb . 2 


7-30 N.B.A. 


8:30 Road To Avonlea 


Manila takes over the raising of two orphan children, 
Davey and Dora Keith, much ro Rachel Lynde’s 
disapproval. 


9:15 The Hat Squad 


An inmate on death row challenges the Hat Squad to 
expose a ring of policemen in their department taking 
murder contracts. 


10:00 News In English 


10:20 Feature Film — Untamed Love 


Starring : Cathy Lee Grosby & John Getz 


Based on a true story. Untamed Love tells the story 
of a school teacher who’s in charge of a special 
education c/ass which is already full of fragile 
children. When yet another student is added she 
protests, especially since the new child has a history 
of violent behaviour. 


12:00 Bangkok Hilton 


After the death of her mother, Katherine , the 
daughter of a British general learns that he belongs to 
a rich, well-known family in London, decides to 
embark on a long journey in search of her lost father. 


Friday, Feb . 3 


7:30 Documentary — Ramadan In The World 


8:00 African Skies 


A casual drive almost turns to tragedy when 
Raimund is run off the road by a truck loaded with 
tree trunks. 


830 Desmond's 


9:00 P.M. Magazine 


930 Heart Of Courage 
10:00 News In English 


10:20 Flight Into HeU 


A long journey of desperation and misery begins 
when two German pilots land on a deserted coastal 
area after their plane runs out of fuel. 


12:00 Feature Film — Brewster's Millions 


Starring ; Richard Pryor & John Candy 


The film is an entertaining comedy which tells the 


story of a minor-league baseball player who stands to 
inherit S300 million if he can fulfill the provisions of a 
rather daffv will. 


Saturday, Feb . 4 


730 Documentary — Ramadan In The World 


7:45 You Bet lour Life 


830 Quantum Leap 


9:15 Murder She Wrote 


10:00 News In English 


10:20 Feature film — Betsy's Wedding 

Starring: Alan Alda & Molly Ringwald 


In this warm-hearted and often uproarious comedy- 
drama, a down-on-his-luck dad tries to raise money 
to give his daughter a big wedding. 


12:00 And The Sea Will Tell 


Sunday, Feb* 5 


730 Documentary — Profiles Of The Muslim World 


7:50 Charlie Chaplin 


8:00 Erebus * Aftermath' 


9:00 Step By Step 


9:30 Heartbeat 


A local programme presented by Maha Addassi 


10:00 News In English 


10:20 Feature Film — Night Crossing . 


Starring: John Hurt <& Jane Alexander 


This Disney film is about a real-life escape from East 
Germany by two families in a gas-filled balloon. 


12:00 Till We Meet Again 


Monday, Feb. 6 


730 Documentary — Ramadan In The World 


7:45 Documentary — Magazine Zero One 


830 Street Hawk 


8:45 Documentary — YBh Miraculous Cosmos Of The 
- 1 " Brain - - 


9:10 By Way Of The Stars 


10:00 News In English 


10:20 Fail From Grace 


12:00 Feature Film — Children Of A Lesser 


Starring: William Hurt & Marlee Matlin 


Based on the Tony Award-winning play by Mark 
Medoff. this superb film concerns the love that growH 
between a teacher for the hearing-impaired and a 
deaf woman. 


Tuesday, Feb. 7 

7:30 Documentary — Profiles Of The Muslim World 
7:50 Home Improvement 


830 Road To Avoniea 


Romney Penhallow, an old flame of Hetty’s, returns 
to Avonlea and rekindles their long-lost romance. 


9:15 Documentary — Space Shuttle Disco very 
10:00 News In English 


10:20 Wild Palms 


12.*00 Feature Film — Bird On A Wire 


Starring: Mel Gibson & Goldie Hawn 


The film tells the story of a hotshot corporate woman 
lawyer and a mystery man from her past. A promis- 
ing plot about a wxnfness relocation programme 
participant betrayed by FBI agents is eschewed in 
favour of a madcap chases. 


Wednesday, Feb. 8 

730 Documentary — Ramadan In The World 
7:45 Charlie Chaplin 
830 Law And Order 
9:00 The Cinder Path 
10:00 News In Enolich 
10:20 Snowy River 


Se 3 S^S>n/ aCe in Person's Ridge townball as 
officer introduced to their. new police 

otneer. Constable Edward Dengate. : 


12:00 Fatun Film — Coal Miner’s Daughter 
Starring, Sissy Spacek & Tommy Leo Jones 

2 ^ Lvii ?f 
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Hollywood in 1994 — a year 
of rising expectations for women 


iEsswamm 


By Michael J. Handler 

USIA 


HOLLYWOOD , at the 
start of 2995, is looking 
back on a year of accom- 
plishments, disappoint- 
ments, and a series of 
modest yet gratifying 
gains for women in the 
Sim industry. 

In terms of profits, Hol- 
lywood had the best 12- 
montb period in its his- 
tory. It was also a year of 
remarkable thematic di- 
versity. 

Consider four of the 
year's most successful 
movies: A violent portrait 
of gangster life (Pulp Fic- 
tion), the latest animated 
Sim from Walt Disney 
Studios (The Lion King), 
a thriller involving a run- 
away bus (Speed), and a 
genial comedy about a 
dauntless fellow who over- 
comes his slow-wittedness 
to become a genuine U.S. 
hero (Forrest Gump). In 
addition, one of the most 
critically acclaimed aims 
was a documentary about 
basketball. 

It was a year when no- 
thing was a sure thing 
Many studios lost money 
by risking huge amounts 
on action Sims , comedies 
and, in a couple of inst- 
ances, more cerebral pro- 
jects that failed to win 
audiences. Moreover, 
several tried-and-true 
directors and A-list actors 
saw their latest projects 
sink with barely a ripple. 

there were some wel- 
come developments this 
past year — surprises in 
some cases, reaffirmations 
in other. 

Tom Hanks, who gave 
an anguished, brave 
Oscar- winning perform- 
ance last year as an AIDS 
victim in the movie Phi-' 


ladelpbia, was quite dtffe- 
lualli 


rent, yet equally gratify- 
ing, as Forrest Gump. 
Paul Newman, as reliable 
an actor as there is in 
Hollywood, turned in a 
beautifully measured por- 
trayal of an aging, raging 
small-town resident in No- 
body's Fool, based on a 
recent novel by Richard 
Russo. 

John Travolta, who be- 
came a pop hero in the 
late 1970s, helping trigger 


the disco craze with Satur- 
day Night Fever , reignited 
his career in 1994 with a 
powerful performance as a 
ganster in Pulp Fiction, 
written mid directed by 
Quentin Tarantino, a 
young filmm aker who has 
become an industry 
favourite . 

The most-acclaimed 
most thoughtful, most ac- 
cessible movie of the year 
turned out to be the three- 
and-a-half-bour 
documentary Hoop 
Dreams. Its creative team 
of three filmmakers in 
their 30s — director Steve 
James , editor Fred Marx, 
and cinematographer Pe- 
ter Gilbert — spent eight 
years following two young 
basketball players living in 
the Chicago inner dty, 
from their early teens 
through high school and 
on to college . with some 
sobering detours along the 
way. 

Costing a mere 
$500,000 (the average stu- 
dio Sim costs between $30 
and $70 million), and re- 
leased by a small indepen- 
dent studio. Hoop 
Dreams made points not 
only about human deter- 
mination and will, but also 
about the misplaced 
values that often arise in 
the sports world. It re- 
mains to be seen whether 
this movie will become 
one of the very few 
documentaries to escape 
its own category and re- 
ceive the Oscar nomina- 
tion for best film 
(Academy Awards 
nominations will be 
announced in mid- 
February). 

If 1994 will not be re- 
membered as a “ golden 
age ’’ of filmmaking, it will 
be cited as a year in which 
women — in front of, and - 
even more so, behind the 
cameras — had a consider- 
able impact. 

Interestingly, as Oscar 
(Academy Awards) fever 
arises in the first weeks of 
1995, a month before 
nominations and two 
months before the actual 
awards ceremony, one of 
the oft-stated predictions 
is that voters will be hard- 
pressed to find enough 
worthy performances to 
511 the five slots in the 
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“Best Actress” category. 

In fact, a number of 
women made lasting 
marks with their work in 
1994. 

Among actresses , Jodie 
Foster (Nell), Jessica 
Lange (Blue Sky), Susan 
Sarandon (The Client. 
Little Women, Safe Pas- 
sage ), Jennifer Jason 
Leigh (Mrs. Parker -and 
the Vidous-- Circle),-. and 
Winona Ryder (Little 
Women) gave memorable 
performances. Most like- 
ly, three or four of that 
group — perhaps with a 
surprise or two — will find 
their names on Oscar bal- 
lots. 

At the same time, lesser 
known individuals — in- 
cluding actresses Julianne 
Moore (Vanya On 42nd 
Street) and Linda Floren- 
tine (The Last Seduction), 
and studio executives 
Amy Pascal and Wendy 
Finennan — played signi- 
ficant roles in the indus- 
try- 

Gradually, the climate 
is changing for women in 
Hollywood. The “ glass 
ceiling ” — an invisible 
barrier to advancement — 
may still exist in many 
quarters, and actresses , 
particularly those 
approaching middle age , 
may be justifiably impa- 
tient with the paucity of 
meaningful work offered 
diem. Yet signs of forward 
movement are every- 
where. 

The clearest evidence is 
on the screen , as shown by 
two of 1994's most 


ance as a feral young 
woman Irving alone in a 
forest in the southeastern 
United States, speaking 
an a/most unintelligible 
language, but also de- 
buted as producer. In that 
role Foster dealt with cast- 
ing, budgets, and other 
executive matters not nor- 
mally the province of per- 
formers i- • 


Danes , Trini Alvarado , 
Kirsten Dunst, and Susan 
Sarandon), superb pacing 
in the bands of Australian 
director Gillian Arm- 
strong, and an adaptation 
deftly fashioned by 
screenwriter-producer 
Robin Swicord to reflect 
the link between modern- 
day and century-old sensi- 
bilities. 

Courage, imagination 
and guts were evident, 
too, in the roles chosen by 
a number of other women 
on the Hollywood scene. 

Jessica Lange , who is 
extremely selective , partly 
because she is a stickler 
for quality and partly be- 
cause — like most of her 
colleagues — she isn’t 
offered much work, resur- 
faced in Blue Sky as an 
army wife approaching 
middle age who refuses to 
stand by, passively, as the 
dreams of her youth are 
obliterated. 

Jennifer Jason Leigh , a 
young actress who until 
now has had the misfor- 
tune of appearing mostly 
in forgettable fi/ms about 
the dark underbelly of 
society, took on the chal- 
lenge of playing the acer- 
bic , self-destructive Thir- 
ties writer and social Hon 
Dorothy Parser. Mrs. 
Parker And The Vidous 
Ciide hones in on the 
Algonquin Club, the New 
York City literary salon 
which, between the two 
world wars , drew to its 
tables writers, critics and 



\Wjazmly.:.Teceiv ed by- 


most critics and growing 
popularity with audiences, 
the film depica the initial 
contacts between the pro- 
tagonist and a phystdan 
(Liam Neeson) who seeks 
her out and, with the 
assistance of a psychiat- 
rist, measures the wisdom 
of weaning Nell into ev- 
eryday sodety. 

A second project , re- 
leased in the last week of 
1994, was the fourth 
screen version of Louisa 
May Alcott’s Little 
Women, a gtimpse into 
the lives of four sisters and 
their mother living in Mas- 
sachusetts in mid- 19th- 
century America, with the 
head of the household 


musicians. 

Winona Ryder , 
youngest of the three, 
realised her potential 
mightily in two contrasting 
61ms about life on the 
brink of adulthood. Little 
Women revealed her as a 
focused individual seek - 
'mg^fa fUlfUrher ' Htefary 
aspirations and take her 
place in a man’s world . 


Reality Bites showed her 
trying to figure out her 
place in life as a contem- 
porary young adult and 
member of what is fami- 
liarly known as Genera- 
tion X. 

There were also some 
surprises. Two actresses, a 
veteran and a relative 
newcomer, seized the 
momentum in a pair of 
fast-moving thrillers. 
Meryl Streep fought off a 
pair of fieemg bank rob- 
bers as well as raging 
rapids in The River Wild, 
the first action 61m of her 
career. And Sandra Bul- 
lock commandeered a 
runaway bus in Speed, a 
box-ofBce triumph. 

Streep, who shaped her 
career around a disparate 
variety of women of diffe- 
rent lands, accents and 
centuries, took the role 
not only to try something 
different, but also because 
she saw a trickle rather 
than a stream of projects 
heading her way. (Since 
then, she has acted with 
Clint Eastwood in The 
Bridges Of Madison 
County, based on a popu- 
lar recent novel about a 
middle-aged romance and 
due for release in mid- 
1995). 

Many actresses confront 
that reality in different 
ways. Shirley MacLaine, 
in her late 50s , has begun 
accepting older character 
para , such as her winning 
portrayal of a president’s 
widow in Guarding Tess. 

Sally Field, still in her 
40s, has taken what is 
available ■ — meaning that 
in 1994, she donned a 
series of costumes and 
aged about forty years to 
play Forrest Gump's 
mother opposite Hanks. 


"'Goldie HamT.'ind Bette 
^Midler j^atso. 


fbrtyifff; 
didn’t work at all. And a 
number of their younger 


Susan Sarandon 


courageous projects. 

In Nell , actress Foster, 
winner of two previous 
“ Best Actress” Oscars 
(The Accused and Silence 
Of The Lambs), not only 
gave a luminous perform - 


away at war. 

The $15 million movie , 
a project largely shaped 
and realised by a creative 
team of Hollywood 
women, including de- 
velopment executive Amy 
Pascal and producer De- 
nise DiNovi, was as inex- 
pensive as any studio pro- 
duction is these days. Ear- 
ly box-office receipts indi- 
cate it will be one of the 
year's more profitable 
ventures. 

Unheralded among 
more visible holiday fare. 
Little Women took re- 
viewers and moviegoers 
somewhat by surprise with 
it s crisp, credible acting 
(by Winona Ryder, Clare 



million-dollar-plus col- 
leagues, such as Julia 
Roberts and Sharon 
Stone, spent the year on 
projects few moviegoers 
saw. 

Invariably , new talents 
emerge. The brightest of 
these in 1994 were Fioren - 
tino and Moore. Fiorenti- 
no, in a series of movies 
with darker , more violent 
themes, has emeiged as 
the “moil’’ of her era, a 
worthy successor to Ida 
Lupino and Veronica 
Lake of earlier film gen- 
erations. j 

Moore , bn exquisite 
performer who may have 
her breakout part in 1995 
in a romantic comedy. 
Nine Months (dne for 
summer release), was at 
the centre of a beautifully 
realised experiment, a 
transposition of 
Chekhov’s drama. Unde 
Vanya, to the screen as a 
rehearsal — the actors 
wore contemporary 
dothes instead of period 
costumes — being 
staged m r a' <&okf, shut- 
tered midiown New York 
City theatre. Entitled 
Vanya on 42nd Street, it 
was on many critics’ “best 
ten” lisa. 


The impact of women 
gradually has moved be- 
hind the cameras as well , 
the continuation of a pro- 
cess begun long before 
1994. And as people like 
Lisa Henson, 34, Stacy 
Snider , 33 and Pascal, 36, 
assume their place setting 
• directions and goals for 
Columbia, Tri-Star and 
Turner Pictures respec- 
tively, they will bring 
more women into the pro- 
cess. , 

One of the most gratify- r 
ing stories of the year, in ; 
fact, involved a produc- j 
tion not particularly rec-[ 
ognised as an effort] 
guided by women. 

. Nearly a decade ago 
Wendy Finerman , then in 
her mid-2Qs, a graduate o 
an Ivy League university 
and business school, fell in 
love with a novel by Win- 
ston Groom called Forrest 
Gump. 

Just on the faint of a 
career in the movie busi 
ness , Finerman kept 
pressing the book on any-i 
■■■ onewitlnn earshot. Tena-i 
cious and assured, shd 
finally succeeded m b. 
ing the book to the screen. 
It s domestic grass has sur- 
passed $300 million. 
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Thoughts For This Week 


Charity looks at the need and not at the cause — 
Goman proverb. - 


m\ 




It is impossible to write ancient history because we 
lack source materials, and impossible to write mod- 
em history because we have for too many — Charles 
Peguy, French poet and writer (1873-1914). 


The worst enemy of truth and freedom in our 
society is the compact majority. Yes, the damned , 
compact, liberal majority — Henrik Ibsen, Norwe- 
gian dramatist (1828-1906), 


To be proud and inaccessible is to be timid and 
weak — Jean Baptiste Massillon, French clergyman 
(1663-1742). 


It is not all books that are as dull as their readers — 
Henry David Tboreau , American anchor (1817-1862). 


I have always believed that God never gives a cross 
to bear larger than we can carry. ...no matter what, 
God wana ns to be happy. He doesn’t want us to be 
sad. Birds sing after a storm . Why shouldn't we? — \ 
Rose Kennedy (1890- ). 




■ri& 
■■■* •• 


No written law has ever been more binding thanm j 
unwritten custom supported by-popular opinion —■ E 
Carrie Chapman Catt, American Feminist (1859- . 
1947). 


British musicals conquer the world 




By Pool Majendfo 

Reuter 

LONDON — British 
musicals have conquered 
the world from Sydney to 
Tel Aviv thanks to the 
composing talena of Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber 
and the business acumen 
of producer Cameron 
MacKintosh. 

j, Both have become 
multi-millionaires after 
discovering a magic for- 
mula that helped Britain 
eclipse the United States 
in the art of musical- 
making. 

Their music has broken 
r down language and cultu-- 
.. ral barriers in Bratislava 
, and Tokyo. The appetite 
lor British blockbusters is 
so big that special theatres 


have been built in Ger- 
many and Canada to 
bouse them. 

A third of Norway’s 
population went to see 
one MacKintosb hit. 
Lloyd Webber’s Cats has 
become the world’s 
longest-running musical. 


The Lloyd Webber and 
MacKintosh camps bridle 
at suggestions that their 
musicals are cloned and 
franchised like hambur- 
gers to “taste” the same 
the world over. 


“We are not talking alh 
out burgers , we are talk- 
ing about human beings, ” 
says MacKintosh's Execu- 
tive Producer Nick Allott. 

“I don’t think we would 
like to be called the 


McDonalds of world 
theatre. It is for too indi- 
vidualistic,” says David 
Griodrod , production 
coordinator at Lloyd 
Webber's realty useful 
company. 

He has to think long 
and hard when reeling off 
the list of Lloyd Webber 
hit s being staged in case 
he forgea any. 

Cats has now been per- 
formed 41,000 times in 21 
different countries since it 
first opened in 1981. 

Joseph And The Amaz-. 
ing Technicolour Dream- 
coat has made it to Bratis- 
lava. Phantom Of The 
Opera is going strong in 
Kansas. Denver and San 
Francisco. Starlight Ex- 
press is playing in Lon- 


don, Germany and Las 
Vegas. 

“Sunset Boulevard is 
playing in London and 
New York. Productions of 
that wifi be going to 
Frankfurt. Toronto and 
Sydney ,” Grindrod said. 


He couldn’t even 
hazard a guess at how 
many people had been to 
a Lloyd Webber musical: 
“Millions have seen them 
all over the world and 
Cats is now the world’s 
longest-running. ” 


Lloyd Webber has twice 
won the Queen’s Award 
for Industry and earned a 
knighthood as a one-man 
export business 
■ Often the critics are not 
kind. When Sunset Boule- 


vard opened in New York, 
they denounced the show 
as saccharine . tedious, 
overpubiidsed and over- 
produced. 

Howard Kissel of New 
York’s Daily News said: 
“The music is recitative, 
repetitive singsong and 
the musical numbers blo- 
ated.” 

But the public ignored 
the critics and Grindrod 
puzs it down to the univer- 
sality of the shows : Phan- 
tom Of The Opera is the 
Beauty And the Beast 
love story. Joseph is a very 
simple story that hits 
hearts all over the world. ” 

The Americans once 
'reigned supreme with 
musicals like Oklahoma, 
Hello Dolly , West Side 


Story and My Fair Lady. 

But no longer. MacKin- 
tosb’s production of the 
Vietnam War musical 
Miss Saigon has now run 
longer at London’s 
Theatre Royal than My 
Fair Lady with Rex Harri- 
son and Julie Andrews. 


Allott is not surprised. 

“ American composers 
are caught in a time warp. 
The American dream is 
still die subject of their 
musicals. They haven’t 
assimilated the changes in 
popular music taste,” he 
said. 


MacKintosh struck a 
vein of gold with Les MB&- 
enables and Miss Saigon 
by the French composers 
Alain Boublil and Oaude- 


Miche! Schonbeig. With- 
out his commercial pro- 
wess and packaging, they 
would never have taken 
off in tema tionally. 

•“They have originated 
here and come out from 
under the banner of 
Cameron. ” Allott said. 

“We have got 40 diffe- 
rent productions playing. 
Les Miserables has played 
in Reykjavik. When we 
did Oslo, 30 per cent of 
Norway saw it,” he said. 

The lastest MacKintosh 
juggernaut is a. London 
revival of Lionel Bart’s 
Oliver which recouped its 
production costs twice 
over in advance bookings 
before it opened. 

Are there any frontiers 
still left to be conquered? 


.'I .' - 


Allott said: “I woul 
love to take on Sout* , 
America. It has tei 
potential.” 


As for Lloyd Webbe 
he now has his eye on tl 
film world. In one of th 
most unlikely musid 
combinations , be hi 

teemed up with Americs i 
Jim Stemm&n, who wro 5 
rock star MeatioaPs bes : 
selling Bat Out Of Hi L 
albums. " 


ft 




They are working on, 
new version :of the 191 
film Whistle Down 71 
Wind starring Hayh 
Mills about three childn 
who mistake an es cap 
convict for Jesus Chi 
■ and harbour him in 
bam. 
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? book 


Home and Homeland: The Dialogics Of 
Tribal And National Identities In Jordan 

By Linda L. Layne 
Princeton University Press, 1994, 

188 pages, hardback $29.95 


American social anthropologist Linda L. Layne 
didn’t buy the standard perception of bedouin society 
as stagnant — unswervingly bound to iron-clad 
customs and antiquated norms. By virtue of her 
academic orientation and the time she spent living 
with the Abbadi family in the Jordan Valley , she 
paints a picture of tribal life as being in constant flux 
and interaction. 


mM 

n 




Layne f s book, Home And Homeland, poses a 
series of enigmatic questions, first and foremost: 
Who is a bedouin? If ‘'true bedouins’' are defined as 


Hie Oialoscics of Iritai 

■ \ . . ... •. , 

aotf National Identities 

in Jordan 


pastoral nomadic tribespeople, then they constitute 
only about one per cent of the Middle East popula- 
tion. Why then , she queries, has such a disprop- 
ortional amount of research focused on them rather 
than villagers or urban dwellers? 

There can be many reasons for this imbalance, 
such as fascination with the exotic, the notion that 
tribes can be neatly delineated and ft into specif ed 
academic categories , or the wish to avoid the pitfalls 
of broader issues like the Arab-Isracli conflict. 
However, Layne 's reasons for undertaking her re- 
search are more rational and straightforward. She 
cites the centrality of tribes “in Jordan's national 
imaginings, " as a result of the soda! composition of 
the Kingdom at the time of its founding . the 
composition of the armed forces and the constant use 
of folkloric aspects of tribal life as national symbols 
(P. 10). 

Are “true bedouins’ ' those who live in tents , those 
who inhabit the desert or only those who herd 
camels? Is one disqualifed by owning a house? 
Layne scorns such simple criteria: “Suffice it to say 
that the tribes of the Jordan Valley who changed in 
the last thirty years from being tent-dwelling . trans- 
hum ant goat and sheep herders to house-dwelling 
agriculturalists evidenced no discomfture with the 
changes, in their way of life or confusion about their 
identity. " She notes that those who are considered 
bedouins, or consider themselves so, do not call 
themselves bedouins; “ they refer to themselves 
collectively either by their proper name (that of their 
family. lineage, tribe, or tribal confederation...) or 
genetically as ‘Arab. "' (p. 15) 

Having begun as a student of structural Marxism, 
Layne later rejected this approach in favour of 
dialogics which emphasises the element of contingen- 
cy. Reality is viewed as constantly being defined and 
redefined by interactions which mutually condition 
each other. 

While writing Home And Homeland , Layne de- 
veloped “an approach to collective identity that sees 
identity as meaning constructed on an ongoing basis 
through the everyday practices of making a place in 
the world, that is. adopting a posture in the context 
of changing circumstances and uncertain contingen- 
cies'' (p. 29). 

; The author links her discussion of defining tribal 
identity to the question of national identity. Who is a 
“ true Jordanian" in a country where a substantial 
portion of the population is of Palestinian origin or 
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mixed Jordanian -Palestinian ? What does it mean that 
Jordanians also see themselves as part of an Arab 
Nation, and that the Hashemites first asserted their 
leadership in the Arab Revolt? Here Layne is not 
questioning the loyalty of Jordanian citizens to their 
country. But she is warning of the perils of essential- 
ist definitions that categorise people according to 
rigidly defined, monolithic and supposedly unchang- 
ing qualities, assumed to be their essences . 

A central thesis of the book is that “the way 
Jordanian tribespeople and the King construct the 
spaces and boundaries of both their homes and 
homeland offers an alternative to the “highly local- 
ised, boundary-oriented, holistic . primordialist im- 
ages of cultural form and substance..." which have 
characterised so much scholarship of the Arab World 
and I argue that this approach in some respects 
resembles postmodern cultural forms" (p. 2S). 

In her Geld research , the author brought the 
dialogical approach and postmodernism down to 
earth — and quite literally so. Based on observing 
phenomena so apparently varied as Jordan 's adjust- 
ing to disengagement Grom the West Bank , and how 
‘ tribespeople arrange furnishings in their homes, she 
describes the Jordanian body politic as “ agile ... 
nimble... flexible... (and) poised to meet any con- 
ceivable challenge" (p. 28). She herself associates 
these terms with postmodernism. 

Jordanians will probably be astonished to hear that 
their way of life is postmodern , and the detailed 
descriptions of how mattresses are moved around in a 
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tent are somewhat tedious. At times , one fears Layne 
has slipped into the postmodernist abyss of analysing 
style rather than content — dwelling on how things 
are done without telling what really occurred and 
why. Yet, taken as a whole. Home And Homeland 
sheds much light on Jordan’s evolution as a modem 
state and the status of tribes in this context. 

Contingency and adaptability are key concepts in 
understanding how Jordan, as a small country with- 
out significant resources, has survived so many 
challenges to become one of the most staWc states in 
the region. Parallel to this, Jordanian tribes have 
adapted to modernisation without radical ruptures. 

The connection between country-wide and local 
adaptation is dearly illustrated in the socio-economic 
Geld, since the book focuses on the Abbadi tribal 
federation in the Jordan Valley. The valley was the 
setting of a major state development project which 
entailed the introduction of capitalist farming. This 
brought many aspects of modernity to the Abbadis 
without disrupting their customs. 

Layne’s coverage of the debate about tribalism in 
the 80s is interesting since a similar debate arose 
around the 1993 parliamentary elections. In the 
subsequent chapter, she writes fo tribal partidpation 
in the March 1984 elections: “Positioning and reposi- 
tioning of sodal/political actors in relation to one 
another illuminates the ways that this social institu- 
tion, implanted from the West, is being shaped, 
interpreted, and experienced in terms of indigenous 
cultural meanings and practices while at the same 
time providing a vehicle by which these very mean- 
ings and practices are being challenged and changed ” 
(p. 108). Similar thoughts were aired in the Jordanian 


press in 1993, as some columnists debated whethefi 
tribal democracy was cohering in the context qM 
Jordan's political liberalisation. . Igj 

In the 1984 voting , Layne noted several tendencuM 
which became more apparent a 1993 — a netfl 
generation beginning to assert itself; failure of tribk 
to agree on a single candidate; and famibes 
voting uniformly. She was told repeatedly by A: 
men and women that wives would not vote as 
husbands did. This is an interesting contrast to « 
result of the 1993 country-wide survey earned out 
the Centre tor Strategic Studies at the Umvemty _ 
Jordan According to this survey , over one-thnd of 
women who voted in the 1989 elections did so on fig' 
instructions of male relatives. If both are accurate % j 
this challenges the widespread assumption that refef 
tions between the sexes are most backward among, 
tribes. 

To be objective, however , one must note 
Layne’s study does not even mention the possib 
of women running for office or other questions, 
routinely debated in Jordan now, at least among, 
urbanites. Her chosen approach leads her to omfti 
many issues which are relevant for assessing the- 
change occurring in tribal communities. Laynt " 
argues well for her case that tribal life is adaptable. 
But she tells little about the depth of the changes that' 
are occurring. _ _ 

Can substantial change be wrought by the “pc ^ 
tioning and repositioning of social actors ” so aptfy^ 
described in Home And Homeland? This question g 
can best be answered by Jordania n s themselves. . 


Solly Blond 
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Islam In Central Asia 

By Ludmila Polonskaya and Alexei Malashenko 
Ithaca Press, Reading, England 1994, £35.00 

This perceptive and often provocative new book 
differs radically from the ideological conformist 
Russian historians of the preglasnost era, and serves 
as a breath of fresh air. Written by two Russian 
specialists at the Moscow Institute of Oriental Stu- 
dies, it is a cogent treatment of a fascinating subject, 
with many fresh insights. It comes well illustrated 
with 21 evocative black and white photos of famous 
mosques, monuments and historical buildings in 
Central Asia. 

Islam arrived early with the Arabs in Bukhara and 
other oasis cities, hut if was Sufi sheikhs and 
dervishes who spread Islam among the Turkic- 
speaking nomadic tribes in much later centimes , 
serving as missionaries throughout Turkestan. These 
different influences account for the varying forms 
and strengths of Islamic revival going on in the 
different republics of Central Asia today. 

The appeal of rival ideologies of pan-lslamism and 
paibTurklsm before the Bolshevik revolution is well 
described. The origins and evolution o f the Basmacbi 
(literally “robbers”) movement in the Bukhara khan- 
ate and across many areas of Central Asia against the 
Bolsheviks from 1917 on into the mid-1920s is 
analysed here without the ideological blinkers of a 
s traitjacket which used to afflict Soviet social scien- 
tists. The authors argue that opponents to Commun- 
ist forces succeeded in gathering grassroot support 
almost everywhere, backed quite solidly by local 
religious leaders, who often led what turned into 
genuine popular uprisings. 

The book explains how the Communist regime was 
able to splite the Muslim forces, gathering some 
enlightened figures to its side and tricking many 
ulama and other opponents by offering peace terms 
they never meant to keep. Thus the Russian Bolshe- 
viks based in Tashkent crushed the fragile independ- 
ence of the first popular Muslim republics of Central 
Asia, (those of Bukhara and Khiva), ranidlv starting 


weakness, concessions on religion were made which s 
lasted only 10 years more. 

Surprisingly, traditional Islamic structures and 
customs have proved rather resilient in the face of, 
harsh persecution and official campaigns of atheism. 
Russian educational policies in Central Asia were , 
closely linked to ideology, but they proved remark 
ably effective in spreading literarcy, among women 
as well as men, and modern ideas along with higher: 
education. 

The final chapters give an estimate of the progress 
of Islam in recent decades. The authors remind us- 
that “Islamic renaisanee began not only in Central 
Asia but also in large cities of Russia. We have in 
mind the greater activity of Moscow and Kazan Tatar. 
Muslims, who, using political liberalisation, beg an to 
form groups" to study Islamic publications. y 

Jt was only from the late 1960s that underground/ 
Islam became more active in the Central Asian* 


republics. Ideas of perestroika, glasnost and greater 
democratisation which spread ■ so fast from 1985 tit 
Russian cities, the Baltic republics and Azerbaijan : 
came as a total surprise in Centra/ Asia. There, in the, 
late 1980s, remind the authors very few dazed to r 
raise their yokes against the heal authorities. The 
Central Asian party bosses were paying Bp-service to 
the new policy, hut in actual fact they cursed it” 

The emergence of Islam as an independent politic- 
al force is analysed here, along with the contempor- 
ary appeal of what is often called “Muslim fun- 
damentalism. ” A strong case is mark tor the dose 
linkage of Islam and nationalism in Central Asia, two 
forces which are held to be mutually supportive of 
each other. 

That Russia, with its military muscle, is the 
ultimate guarantor of the region’s stability — or' 
rather the status quo — seems to be proved by the 
sequence of events in Tajikistan since April 1992. 
The civil war there also arguably reveals the weak- 
ness of Muslim fundamentalists even in Tajikistan, 
where the public clearly was much more receptive to. 
its message than in any other republics. Whatever 
else it is, Tajikistan’s civil war is not a simple fight 
between Islam and communism. Jt has become 
obvious, judge the authors that the fiuxhunenta/- 
ists’ slogans are often adopted by political adventur- 
ers, mafia networks and, plainly, bandits ” — Middle 
East International. 


an onensive against the traditional Muslim system. In 
August 1919. the government of Turkestan decreed 
the abolition of Shari'a courts. “The Grst measures 
adopted by the Council of Ministers of Che Turkestan 
Territory were in flagrant contradiction with Bolshe- 
vik promises to protect the rights of Muslims, ’’judge 
the authors. Then, only because of the regimes 


Anthony Nyman 
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BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. All except rhubarb leaves, though bracken sheets 
are nor recommended. 

2. A gasket is a piece of tow packed round a joint to 
make it water right. A chamfer is a Gat surface 
made by cutting away the angle formed where two 
surfaces join. 

A crank is a mechnical device For converting 
reciprocating morion into circular, or vice versa: 
the crank-arm projects at right angles to the arm. 
A gantry is a frame supported at both tools and 
spanning a distance ; it is specially used to support 
a travelling crane. 

A fish-plate is one of a pair of Steel plates by 
which mo rails are bolted together. 

3. The Three Musketeers. Atbos, Porthos and Ara- 
mis, are. along with D'Artagnan, the heroes of 
the romance of that name by Dumas. 
Mulvaney. Learoyd and Ortheris are the heroes of 
many Indian stories by Kipling, some of which 
were collected in the volume Soldiers Three. 


Hie Four Just Men in Edgar Wallace ' s novel take 
rt upon themselves to deal with criminals un- 
punished by the law. 

The Nine Tailors , or fellers, are the bells that 
cause a man s death in Dorothy Sayer's novel. 
The three men in a tub were the butcher , the 
baker and the candlestick maker. 
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.5^ /*_ .OBE, Japan — The walls 
beams came 
down on Isao 
working 
news- 
Trap- 

con**?** “ “6 niooie from 
^’C5r L ,w- Robe’s massive earth- 

3 £a/s\,/ es 3f he waited calmly in 

5 %he winter cold, he says. 


ire 


to ^fc^bont two hours,” he said, 

° 5/ ^aeK? ^au^anding outside the relief 
.’ron;., tod ^shelter . that is now his 

~’ c " One Thorne. 


^ Mr * Kadoi * non B 

; °/^ce r. r n fit n/j&the lucky ones. Others who 
‘' 0 -‘Ca/? ^ ' °£fle/ V 55 ^ waited much longer for 
* ■spPTOar/i / 31 ^ aJH-aie — or who lost 1c 

— ea *S? ^ones unc' ’ 

.•n'ojj tor cbe j r . 

- . - “ t’JDlh,.. . ^v£Kjh_ • fVAnrlpri 


Others who 
res* 
loved 

under the wreckage of 
houses — are 



«ki- -C: . t wondering whether they 

., .^ w \ whs] fa t*$. fj - have misplaced their trust 
Ji depth nf ,s a «femT in Japan's slow-moving oflfi- 
r " e cialdom. 

•V- is ^”6: The Jan. 17 quake, which 

'ins o f c .• by .i killed more than 5,000 peo- 
Sc Jors" V pie and destroyed tens of 
• k, V j7,tf fcfid? so^ - : thousands of buildings, has 
■'.■ JOr d2.nian s th» ^ brought out many noble 
Wfm. . i. anjong the survivors, 
such as patience, persever- 
ance ana honour. 

There have been almost 
no reports of serious crime 
or looting. Prices have re- 
mained generally stable de- 
spite shortages and the de- 
vastation of stores and 
banks. 

With remarkably few 
complaints, Kobe's citizens, 
many still honsed in 
emergency shelters, have 
stoically begun the long re- 
building process and are 
hard at work at jobs or in 
school despite the devas- 
tated transportation sys- 
tem. 

But the quake also served 
as a kind of psychological 
fault line, opening up new 
questions and doubts for 
many Japanese about the 
symbolic as well as physical 
cornerstones of their lives. 

Rather than ordering a 
swift, strong response. 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama waited for the 
slow-moing bureaucracy to 
take the lefl. 

Even the emperor and 
eip press, revered as sym- 
bols of the nation, waited 
10 days to announce they 
wotjld visit the quake area 
— after it was reported thafe l . - 
Britarn’s Princess Dianas- 
might do so. 

At the height of its eco- 
nomic power in the late 
1980s, Japan felt it had little 
to learn from the rest of the 
worid. 

But already chastened by 
its recent three-year econo- 
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OUT IN THE COLD: Japanese refugees left homeless by the Jan. 17 earthquake gather at the Ikuto High School gymnasium (AFP photo! 

Quake reveals Japan’s strengths — and weaknesses 


. — Awfe 

- r a. As;.* Then, at 
uL.^rs. -.en fewdatii 
-Vcj; ^jihorines & 
U* " rc pzyxs Up-ser\iai 
*■*«“*-' *3C : they cursed l 
' f 5 — -r-z pendent pdfc 


contempt- 


it 

-Zi-i'eJ "Muslim 'k 
;>• T.jJc for the c&s 
y-rsz: Cenim/AnR 

>r zrjrjjJiy suppom^ 

! 

■T-’r^ry muscle, is Ai. 
c tV suxtinr—t 
rerr. - :o be proved by ik ! 
visrjLT sJ.rce 
"srjsr.y rc-.eds the 
e -er. :n Tsj 
■s rrccc: more receptive mj 
Lbor r era bites. H7ral«f| 
a l?.” . r nor j simple M>\ 
nor.:-.-.. /: .to Iww#] 

;-j: ;_,v- 

.'rJ -r-. JJWflffl 1 ! 


mic slump, the country has 
had to accept another blow 
— the shattering of its faith 
that its technology could 
counter centuries of suscep- 
tibility to nature’s power. 

Modern, supposedly 
earthquake-proof buildings 
crumbled in the qnake 
along with traditional 
wooden homes. Through- 
out Japan, buildings, sub- 
ways and train tines have 
been built to the same stan- 
dards, leaving many people 
worried about their own 
safety. 

‘1 More shocking, were, 
newspaper reports that 
shoddy construction had 
been discovered in some 
damaged highway pillars 
and in supports for Japan's 
famed “bullet” train line, 
long a symbol of the coun- 
try’s technical prowess. 

Japan discovered during 
the slump that it still can 


learn much about business 
and high technology from 
the rest of the world. It has 
realised since the quake 
that it can also gain from 
foreign know-how about 
disaster response. 

In recent years, Japanese 
experts were smug follow- 
ing earthquakes in San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, 
saying Japan’s high en- 
gineering standards would 
stave oft similar damage. 

But since Kobe’s far 
more widespread destruc- 
tion, television news prog- 
ramme have focused repe ; 
atedly on the lessons Japan 
must learn from California 
about earthquake prepara- 
tion. 

Mr. Murayama has also 
conceded that his govern- 
ment was slow in respond- 
ing to the disaster, and 
blamed lack of an effective 
crisis-management system. 


But critics say the prob- 
lem pervades Japan's 
bureaucracy, which in many 
ways runs the country. The 
bureaucracy is hardworking 
and well-intentioned — but 
also cautious and 
precedent-bound. 

As the recovery efforts 
headed into their third 
week, many of the early 
problems of inadequate 
mobilisation . and information 
have eased. 

But at least two senior 
relief officials appeared 
dose .To emotional break- 
downs' because of exhaus- 
tion. ■ In a country where 
effort is often more highly 
regarded than actual 
achievement, one criticised 
official lashed out at a re- 
porter and described how 
long he had been working 
without sleep. 

The bumbling has gener- 


ated a powerful backlash 
against the bureaucracy, a 
highly respected elite asm- 
prised of the top graduates 
of the nation’s top schools. 

“Bureaucrats were re- 
sponsible for the loss of 
many lives that could have 
been saved.” said Tatou 
Tafcahama. a senior fellow 
at the private Yomiuri Re- 
search Institute. 

In a commentary in the 
Yomiuri, Japan’s largest 
newspaper, Mr. Takah 2 ma 
blasted bureaucrats' terri- 
torialism and passivity, 
saying these qualities, re- 
sulted in delays in mobilis- 
ing aid and in accepting 
offers of assistance. 

Officials confirmed Fri- 
day that Japan had turned 
down extensive offers of 
help from the United 
Stares, including rhe 
anchoring of an American 
aircraft carrier in Kobe bay 


to house up to 2,000 injured 
and homeless. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Kishichircu Amae said 
the government was still 
considering offers from 
dozens of countries. But he 
implied that aid was still not 
entirely welcome. 

The quake aftermath has 
cast a revealing spotlight on 
Japan's way of dealing with 
the outside world — an 
approach marked by dis- 
comfort in dealing wirb 
foreigners and the desire 
not to depend on or be 
obligated to outsiders. 

After the quake, officials 
initially refused to relax 
regulations and allow fore- 
ign relief teams to treat 
victims without Japanese 
medical licenses, and re- 
lented only after media re- 
ports embarrassed them. 

Bureaucrats even de- 
clined an offer of a golf 


course clubhouse outside 
Kobe for use as an 
emergency shelter, saying it 
would be unfairly luxurious 
compared to other . relief 
facilities. 

Although it is legal to do 
so. central government offi- 
cials sav it would be im- 
proper for them to take the 
lead in rescue efforts and 
not wait for requests from 
local governments to come 
through normal bureaucra- 
tic channels. One result was 
that it took four hours be- 
fore Japanese troops ar- 
rived at the quake scene. 

Other officials have said 
a strong central government 
response to the quake 
would have harked back to 
the authoritarian days lead- 
ing up to Worid War H. 
Many people* compared 
Kobe's damage to the de- 
vastation of Japanese cities 
during the war, the coun- 


try's most vulnerable time. 

Still, for some, the earth- 
quake brought hope for 
positive change. 

Although Japan has little 
tradition of private aid or 
volunteer work, more than 

7,000 people have reg- 
istered as volunteers after 
the quake. Many more are 
helping out without official- 
ly registering. 

As Mr. Kadoi, the news- 
paper distributor, talked, 
two roasted sweet potato 
vendors were offering 
piping-hot potatoes to the 
thousand victims at his shel- 
ter. Inside, a crew of volun- 
teers was cleaning up and 
preparing to serve the next 
meal of donated food. 

“It’s a wonderful de- 
velopment, to see all those 
volunteers," said Michiyo 
Hayama, a housewife. “It’s 
a symbol of hope for the 
future." 


Cairo to host Mideast summit 
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(Continued from page 1) 

December that Egypt sup- 
ported Syria’s insistence on a 
full Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. Israel has 
offered only a partial with- 
drawal so far ana demands a 
Syrian commitment to full 
ties with the Jewish state as a 
precondition. 

Mr. Peres blamed Syria for 
the deadlock. 

“We made peace with 
three parties, Egypt first and 
the PLO, then the Jorda- 
nians. Who can accuse us of 
(blocking) peace? 

“We have shown in real 
terms that we are ready to 
compromise on the peace and 
authority and many other 
things, but what the Syrians 
are asking is totally unpre- 
cedented at negotiations. 
They want that we should 
accept their opening before 
negotiations start. It is not 
done," be said. 

Arafat spokesman Marwan 
Kanafani said the PLO hoped 
the summit “will solve some 
of the problems we're facing, 
most importantly the siege on 
the Palestinian territories." 

A senior PLO official 
summarised the meeting 
thus: “Basically the meeting 
is intended to help Rabin 
overcome his domestic prob- 
lems.” 

Mr. Rabin's popularity in 
the polls has dipped since a 


spate of suicide bombings by 
opponents of the self-rule 
accord with the Palestinians. 
Israelis say the 1993 agree- 
ment has foiled -to improve 
their security. 

The PLO official said Mr. 
Arafat expected little more 
than a promise from Mr. 
Rabin to ease the sealing of 
the occupied West Bank and 
PLO-nded Gaza imposed af- 
ter the bombings. 

The closures, which 
Palestinians view as collective 
punishment, together with 
continued Jewish settlement 
of Arab land, have turned 
many Palestinians against the 
peace deal. The official, 
quoted by Reuters, said talks 
with Israel on holding de- 
layed Palestinian elections 
would resume in Cairo next 
Tuesday or Wednesday. 

The summit was made 
possible after King Hussein 
and Mr. Arafat resolved most 
of their differences, and 
Israel and Egypt defused ten- 
sion over nuclear weapons. 

Cairo was angered by 
Israel’s refusal to sign the 
□uclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. 

“I believe this greatly 
broke up the clouds that had 
amassed in the relations be- 
tween us and Egypt,” Mr. 
Peres said of his meeting with 
Mr. Mubarak. 

Mr. Peres refused to con- 


firm or deny that be had 
offered Egyptian experts an 
unprecedented tour of a nuc- 
lear reactor in a bid to cool a 
war of words over the Jewish 
state’s nuclear programme. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz 
reported Wednesday that 
Israel would inviie nuclear 
scientists from Egypt to visit 
an Israeli nuclear research 
centre at NabaJ Soreq. 

Haaretz said Nahal Soreq^ 
is subject to inspection by the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency, and that Egyptian 
officials have visited the site 
as part of an international 
delegation. 

“I don’t think we shall dis- 
cuss publicly such an issue 
before we reach an agree- 
ment between us," Mr. 
Peres. 

“I am sure we shall find a 
modality on how to overcome 
the differences between us,” 
he said, adding, “we have to 
work for a region free of 
nuclear weapons.” 

Mr. Musa said “Egypt con- 
firms that we need a region 
free of all weapons of mass 
destruction in particular the 
nuclear weapons. 

“We cannot accept the 
situation today that there is a 
nuclear programme un- 
known,” he said. 

"We are trying to solve the 
problem in order to deal with 
it in a positive and effective 
way. We shall continue to 
talk about it," Mr. Musa 
said. 


Russians hunt for Dudayev 


attempt to take back the tram 
depot in the south of the city, 
but neither side seemed to 
have moved from its previous 
positions. 

The Russian forces raised 
down artillery and mortar 
shells, many of them striking 
the area around the Mi&utka 
roundabout in Grozny. 

But two weeks after Rus- 
sian forces seized the central 
presidential palace, Then 
seen as the symbol of 
Chechen resistance. They 
seem as far away as ever from 
gaining full control of the 
city. 


(Continued from page I) 

“There was no reason to 
keep the palace. We gave it 
up — if we had stayed there it 
would have become a tomb," 
said Chechen fighter Deinu- 
bah Taramov, sheltering not 
far from Minutka. “We can 
last as long as we have bul- 
lets, we can last half a year." 

A Chechen commander 
told Interfax news agency the 
claims were false. 

The protracted struggle 
seemed set to spoil Yeltsin’s 
64th birthday party on 
Wednesday. 


. the sound of Yelt- 
sin celebrating his birthday,” 
said fighter Minkil Erbubov, 
himself marking his 34th 
birthday with Tamar ov and a 
dozen other rebels. 

Many houses in the area 
were bunting but some peo- 
ple, many of them elderly 
and sick, still huddled in dark 
cellars. Some had been there 
for two months without gas. 
light Or heating. 

“Why didn't Yeltsin get us 
out?” asked Zinaida 
Grishenko, 60, one of 15 
mainly elderly women hiding 
in one cellar. 


Danes take year off, share jobs 
under new dream scheme 


By Lars Foyen 
Reuter 


COPENHAGEN — Fancy 
taking a year’s paid leave 
from work to study, be with 
your children or just lie on 
the conch and read novels? 

The dream bas become 
reality in Denmark, approp- 
riately the homeland of fairy- 
tale writer Hans Christian 
Andersen. 

At the end of 1994, almost 

80,000 Danes were enjoying 
a new leave from work prog- 
ramme designed to promote 
job-sharing and cut unem- 
ployment. 

Prime Minister Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen, a pragmatic So- 
cial Democrat who intro- 
duced the scheme, often talks 
of a future society where 
people can tailor their own 
lives mixing work, education 
and parental duties according 
to personal needs. 

The one-year-old program- 
me — giving the right to 12 
months of educational, 
parental or sabbatical leave 
— seems to make sense from 
an economic, human and 
political point of view. 

In theory, each worker tak- 
ing leave from the program- 
me should be replaced by an 
unemployed person. 

The state pays the leave- 


taker between 70 per cent 
and 100 per cent of the Dan- 
ish maximum unemployment 
benefit allowance of about 
S350 a week before tax. 

The substitute gets real 
wages and valuable labour 
market experience. 

The swap should not cost 
the state any mosey, the 
leave-takers are happy and 
unemployment figures foil 
because those on leave are 
not considered jobless. 

Too good to be true? Yes, 
unfortunately, say critics. 

The centre-right opposi- 
tion and employers say the 
programme is already causing 
bottlenecks in the labour 
market which create wage 
pressure and threaten to fuel 
inflation. It could also end up 
costing the state money, they 
say. 

“Educational leave is good 
because it raises the skills of 
the workforce which should 
secure competitiveness and 
create jobs in the long run,” 
said Klaus Raanosen, an eco- 
nomist with the Confedera- 
tion of Danish Industries. 

“But parental leave and 
sabbaticals should be scrap- 
ped at once because they only 
reduce the workforce and 
have negative side effects,” 
be said. 

One problem is that many 


leave-takers, particularly in 
the private sector, are not 
being replaced. Flemming 
Frandsen, at labour market 
board spokesman, said em- 
ployers appeared to have re- 
placed little more than half of 
the leave-takers. 

Economists estimate this 
means extra costs for the 
state of 21 million crowns 
(S3.5 million) for every 1,000 
people on leave. 

The scheme has brought 
political gains for the govern- 
ment by cutting the jobless 
total — leave-takers are re- 
moved from the unemploy- 
ment statistics. 

The unemployed are eligi- 
ble to join the educational 
and parental schemes and it is 
attractive for them because it 
extends the period during 
which they are eligible for full 
unemployment benefits. 

More than 40 per cent of 
current leave-takers are un- 
employed. 

Economists calculate that 
almost all of the foil in unem- 
ployment to 11.1 per cent in 
November 1994 from 12.5 
per cent in January was due 
to the leave schemes — a 
point stressed by the centre- 

right opposition. 

And critics say the leave 
programmes are hampering 
’the creation of real private 


sector jobs. 

The problems of the 
scheme were highlighted by a 
rush by 4,800 of Denmark's 

45.000 nurses to join the 
parental leave scheme. 

Hospitals have with 
varying success recruited 
nurses from abroad to try to 
make up for the shortage but 
the nurses' union is now 
asking for a 15 per cent pay 
increase. 

If the union’s claim suc- 
ceeds, inflationary pay de- 
mands could spread to other 
sectors, economists say. 

But the scheme has proved 
highly popular among the 
workforce. 

The government expected 
about 20,000 leave-takers in 

1994. The labour market 
board approved 80,798 ap- 
plications for parental leave, 
mainly from women in the 
public sector. 

Some 47,000 people opted 
for education leave and about 

13.000 for sabbaticals. 

The schemes are expected 
to be at least as popular in 

1995. 

Imaginative unions have 
used the leave programmes 
to prevent redundancies and 
increase employment. Bus 
drivers, office workers, rub- 
bish collectors and oehers 


have introduced rotas under 
which, for example, 30 work- 
ers share 24 jobs. 

Each worker §ets every 
fourth week off, with most of 
die income loss covered by 
the sabbatical leave program- 
me, in addition to their five 
or six weeks of paid holiday a 
year. 

Faced with the demand for 
leave-taking and increasingly 
aware of the economic risks it 
could carry, Mr. Rasmussen 
is catting compensation for 
parental and sabbatical leave 
to 70 per cent of the max- 
imum unemployment alio- ! 
wance from 80 per cent. 

A further cut to 60 per cent 
is planned in 1997, although 
the allowance for educational 
leave remains 100 per cent. 

Social scientists say the 
programmes, which indirect- 
ly admit the dream of .full 
employment will never be 
realised, could have a pro- 
found effect on the Danish 
work ethic and mentality. 

"The long-term effect is 
that it promotes the idea that 
we Danes shall not work al- 
ways but should be set on 
being away from the labour 
market during parts of our 
life,” said senior philosophy 
lecturer Ole Thyssea. 


Israel allows more building 


(Continued from pag? jj 

the West Bank settlement of 
ShilO. 

Muslim charity raided 

Troops raided a Muslim 
charity on the West Bank and 
seized documents in a cam- 
paign against hardliners fight- 
ing against the peace process, 
Palestinian sources said 
Wednesday. 

The soldiers questioned 
workers at the offices of the 
Zakat committee or alms 


charity at Ramallah on Tues- 
day. 

“We are totally legal from 
every point of view." said the 
committee’s Aqel Rabih. 
“The loss of our dossiers will 
hamper our services durine 
Ramadan." 

The army charges that 
Muslim fundamentalists, par- 
ticularly the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, Hamas, col- 
lect money to support the 
armed struggle under the 
cover of charity, social or 
educational institutions. 


Troops have raided several 
such institutions on the occu- 
pied West Bank since Jan. 22 
when suicide bombers killed 
21 Israelis near Netanya. 

As part of the crackdown 
more than 100 hardline sus- 
pects have been arrested on 
the West Bank, while in the 
Gaza Strip the Palestinian 
Authority has detained about 
20 suspects. 

Two suicide bombers were 
sheltered by Palestinians who 
once collaborated with the 
Jewish state and now live as 
outcasts, a senior Gaza offi- 
cial said Wednesday. 

The men obtained Israeli 


army uniforms from the col- 
laborators who live as out- 
casts in Dehneya, a Gaza 
Strip village guarded by 
Israeli forces, said Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim, secretary- 
general in the bureau of Mr. 
Arafat. 

The assailants, both mem- 
bers of the Islamic Jihad from 
Gaza, spent the night at De- 
hneya before crossing into 
Israel the morning of the 
attack on Jan. 22, Mr. Abdul 
Rahim said. 

The bombers disguised 
themselves to pass unnoticed 
at a bus stop, frequented by 
soldiers near (he coastal re- 


son of Netanya. 

“This is the missing link,” 
said Mr. Abdul Rahim of the 
possibility that collaborators 
helped the activists . 

Mr. Abdul Rahim said his 
information was obtained 
"from a variety of sources,” 
but not Israeli. 

Mr. Arafat revealed Tues- 
day that Palestinian security 
services foiled an attempted 
suicide bombing by a 15-year- 
old boy, an Arab-Israeli de- 
puty said. 

Two other anti-Israeli 
attacks had also been 
thwarted in the past few 
months. 
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League members 
Home and *rt fall in budget deficit 


S»/ f u Li HA B I (AFP) — Eco- 
nomic reform coupled with 
spending cuts depressed the 
budget deficit of Arab 
League's 22 members stood 
at $41 billion compared with 
$45,9 billion in 1992 and a 
record $68.1 billion in 1991, 
said the annual economic and 
social report compiled by the 
Cairo-hased Arab League 
and three key regional orga- 
nisations. 

The high deficit in 1991 
was caused by large financial 
contributions by Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait and other Gulf 
oil producers to a U.S.-led 
campaign to expel Iraqi inva- 
sion forces from Kuwait in 
February that year. 

A decline in oil prices to 
$16-33 from $18.44 pushed 
down total Arab revenues to 
nearly $122 billion in 1993 
from $129.4 billion in 1992 
while expenditure was cut to 
S 162.9 billion from around 
S 175.3 billion, according to 
the report, released Tuesday 
by the Abu Dhabi-based 
Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMFj. 

“The decline in the deficit 
was a result of measures by 
several Arab countries to 
rationalise expenditure, in- 
crease revenue and upgrade 
financial performance as part 
of economic reforms,'* the 
360-page report said. 


It said die reforms, carried 
out by both oil and non-oil 
members, also covered priva- 
tisation, reducing subsidies, 
developing tax systems, en- 
couraging the private sector 
and attracting local and fore- 
ign investment. 

It showed public and pri- 
vate investment in the region 
increased to nearly $110 bil- 
lion in 1993 from around S108 
billion in 1992. most of which 
were in key oil producers — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Oman. Qatar, Bahrain, 


Libya, Iraq, Algeria and the 
.United Arab Emirates 


(UAE). 

A breakdown showed the 
biggest deficit cut was in 
Kuwait, which slashed its 
shortfall to $5.2 billion in 
1993 from $18.6 billion in 
1992. 

In contrast, Saudi Arabia 
saw its deficit grow by around 
11 per cent to $12.3 billion 
from SI 1.1 billion because of 
a decline in oil earnings, 
which account for the bulk of 
its income, the report said. 

Algeria’s deficit soared to 
$7.2 billion from S5S2 million 
while a budget surplus in the 
UAE of $456 million turned 
into a deficit of SI .64 billion. 

Other oil producers like 
Qatar and Libya managed to 
reduce the deficit while 
Oman's shortfall widened. 


The report gave no figures 
for Iraq, which is the second 
biggest Arab oil producer bnt 
is still suffering from crip- 
pling United Nations sanc- 
tions imposed after its 1990 
invasion of neighbouring 
Kuwait. 

Most of the remaining 
member states, classified by 
the report as the second 
group, succeeded m cutting 
their budget deficits as they 
pressed ahead with economic 

reforms, according to the re- 
port, also prepared by the 
AMF, the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) and the 
Kuwaiti-based Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social De- 
velopment. 

In Egypt, also locked into 
reforms under an agreement 
with the International 
Monetary Fund, the deficit 
was cut to $1.6 billion from 
$3.16 billion. In Tunisia, it 
was down to $1.28 billion 
from $1.33 billion and Sudan 
to 120 million from $1.15 
billion. 

Yemen, where revenues 
have steadily grown due to 
rising oil output, suffered 
from a higher deficit of $2.49 
billion compared with $1.84 
billion. This was due to a 
sharp increase in spending to 
$5.69 billion from $4.68 bil- 
lion. 


Yeltsin 
vetoes law 
on boosting 
pensions 
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Mexico markets 
react with euphoria 
to Clinton aid 


Japan earthquake funding 
spotlight turns to taxes 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's 
search for funds to rebuild 
after the earthquake, a bill 
that could top $100 billion, 
took another twist Wednes- 
day after politicians floated 
the notion of cancelling plan- 
ned income tax cuts or raising 
other taxes. 

New Party Sakigake, the 
smallest member of Japan's 
ruling triad, is considering 
suggesting rises in the tobac- 
co tax or cancelling income 
tax cuts planned for 1995 and 
1996 to finance reconstruc- 
tion from the massive earth- 
quake which devastated the 
port city of Kobe on Jan. 17, 
a party source told Reuters. 

Government sources and 
other party officials said they 
were not now considering 
such steps, which analysts say 
would anyway be difficult 
ahead of nationwide local 
elections set for April. 

But they added that the 
possibility of tax changes 
could not be ruled out later, 
if the cost of reconstruction 
proved too large to fund 
through issuing government 
bonds. 

‘•(Finance Minister 
Masayoshi) Takemura said 
all possible means would be 
considered, and that means 
you can’t rule out either can- 
celling income tax cuts or 
even early implementation of 
the consumption tax hike.” a 
government source said. 


The government plans 
temporary income tax cuts 
worth 2 trillion yen ($20.0 
billion) in calendar 1995 and 
1996 in order to stimulate the 
economy, but says the state 
of the economy will be taken 
into account before im- 
plementing the 1996 cuts. 

The government also plans 
to raise the consumption tax 
from April 1, 1997, from the 
current three per cent to five 
per cent as part of an effort to 
reform the tax structure. 

An aide to Liberal Demo- 
cratic Parly (LDP) policy 
chief Koichi Kato said the 
ruling parties were not con- 
sidering cancelling income 
tax cuts or speeding up the 
consumption tax rise, 
although some in Prime 
Minister Tomiicbi 
Murayama’s Socialist Party 
had earlier suggested voiding 
the tax cuts. 

The ruling coalition, which 
took power last June, groups 
the Socialists, the LDP and 
the New Party Sakigake. 

“Most think we can fund it 
by issuing construction 
bonds, but at any rate we 
don’t yet have a final esti- 
mate from Hyogo Prefecture 
and Kobe,” the aide said. 
Kobe is Hyogo’s capital. 

Hyogo Tuesday estimated 
the cost of the damage from 
the earthquake, the strongest 
to hit Japan in 70 years. at 
over 10 trillion yen (S100 


billion), media reports said. 
Prefecture officials were not 
immediately available for 
comment. 

“The first step is to pass a 
second supplementary 
budget for the current fiscal 
year (to end-March 1995). 
and then we need to pass the 
1995/96 budget quickly.” the 
aide said. “The 1995/96 
budget assumes the income 
tax cuts, so cancelling them 
would mean redrafting it. and 
that would delay passage.” 

“Once the 1995/96 budget 
is passed, if we discover con- 
struction bonds are insuffi- 
cient. that would be the time 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has vetoed a 
parliamentary law boosting 
the minimum pension, saying 
while he agreed payments to 
the aged should be increased, 
the cash-starved country 
could simply not afford the 
new measure. 

Mr. Yeltsin sent a letter to 
Ivan Rybkin, chairman of the 
combative lower house of 
parliament, the State Duma, 
saying the law — which also 
introduced index-linking of 
pensions — would have cost 
23.6 trillion roubles ($685 
million) a year. 

The text of the letter was 
carried by ITAR-TASS news 
agency. 

The Russian leader instead 
proposed pensions be dou- 
bled and the index-linking 
system be scrapped, a move 
he said would compensate 
the aged for price rises ion 
the last quarter of 1994. 

The Duma, arguing that 
pensioners had suffered the 
most from Russia’s hardline 
economic reforms, on Jan. 18 
approved the bill to boost 
minimum monthly pension to 

54.000 roubles ($13.40) from 
the current 19,700 ($5.00). 

The Federation Council, 
the upper house of parlia- 
ment. passed the measure 
into law on Jan. 20. 

But the government, 
already strapped by the ex- 
pensive war in Cbechenya. 
cannot afford to spend more 
on pensions if it is to keep 
anywhere near the planned 
1995 budget deficit of 74 tril- 
lion roubles (S18.3 billion). 

Mr. Yeltsin, who said he 
had sent the law back to 
parliament because it did not 
take government spending 
limtis into consideration, sug- 
gested the minimum monthly 
to pension be boosted to 

38.000 roubles ($9.40). 

“This necessary measure is 

aimed at maintaining the 
standard of living of ail pen- 
sioners, especially thosae 
with few means.” he said in 
the letter. The aged have also 
been hared hit by rising infla- 
tion. 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Mex- 
ican stock prices soared more 
than 30 per cent Tuesday, 
their biggest gain in seven 
years, as investors cheered a 
revamped economic aid 
package announced by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton for the 
nation's battered economy. 

The battered peso also rec- 
overed from historic lows, 
closing 55 centavos higher at 
S.75 per dollar after foiling as 
low as 6.5 on Monday. 

Mexican President Ernesto 
Zedillo struck an up-beat 
note, saying Mexico’s liquid- 
ity crisis was now “fully over- 
come.” 

But U.S. officials said 
Mexico had been standing at 
the brink of the abyss before 
President Clinton announced 
the bail-out package. 

‘The situation was dire in 
Mexico,” Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said at a 
news briefing. “There was 
the risk of default (on loans) 
and the problems that would 
involve not only Mexico but 
for the United States and for 
the world economy.” 

President Clinton, aware 
of the urgency of Mexico’s 
situation, scrapped plans to 
tty to force up to $40 billion 
in loan guarantees for Mexico 
through Congress. Instead he 
announced a reduced U.S. 
credit line of $20 billion that 
will not require congressional 
approval. 

He said the U.S. contribu- 
tion would be in addition to 
an enhanced credit line of 
$17.5 billion from the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
a “short-term lending facil- 
ity” of $10 billion from the 
Bank of International Settle- 
ments. 

The Mexican finance 
ministry said its credit lines 
from abroad now added up to 
$50.76 billion, and the U.S. 
component could now be 
paid back over three to 10 
years instead of three to six 
months previously. 

A sense of euphoria ming- 
led with relief rippled 
through Mexican markets, 
sending interest rates lower 
as the stock market soared. 


“People cheered up a lot in 
the market with the 
announcement of the econo- 
mic aid because the foie of 
the credit was what had pro- 
voked all the uncertainty, 
one stock market trader said 
Mr. Clinton spoke to Mr 
Zedillo from aboard Air 
Force One and urged him to 
stick to a strong, credible 
economic programme as well 
as honour previous commit- 
ments regarding immigra- 
tion, law enforcement and 
narcotics control. 

Mr. Zedillo, in his state 
ment, pledged no slackening 
of fiscal discipline. 

“The financial package 
that was announced this 
morning means that the ii 
quidity problem in the Mex 
ican economy is fully over- 
come,” he said. “The finan 
dal package in no way im- 
plies the slackening of our 
own efforts." 

He said the credits would 


be used to exchange high-cost 
short-term debt for longer- 


term, cheaper borrowing 
and that Mexico’s overall 
foreign debt bad not in- 
creased. 

The Mexican central bank 
which had been facing a 
potentially difficult auction 
this week of its dollar- 
denominated Tesobono 
securities, decided simply to 
declare the auction void . 

“We stopped the auction 
after Clinton’s remarks. 
Banco de Mexico spokesman 
told Reuters, adding that in- 
vestors were seeking rates 
way too high now that details 
of the new package were 
known. 

Investors had asked for in- 
terest rates of up to 40 per 
cent to cover their risk in 
buying Tesobonos. the secur- 
ities that are at the heart of 
Mexico's six-week-old econo- 
mic crisis because of fears 
that the government might 
not be able to repay them. 

Mexico's crisis broke on 
Dec. 20 when the fledgling 
government of President 
Ernesto Zedillo devalued the 
new peso and then let it float 
on world markets. 


to put the tax issue on the 
table,” he added. 


UAE people remain big spenders 


Construction bonds, 
however, are limited by law 
to covering public infrastruc- 
ture such as roads, ports and 
railways, and could not fi- 
nance other relief projects. 

That has led some politi- 
cians to suggest issuing 
deficit-financing bonds, 
which would be anathema to 
finance ministry officials who 
fear they would erode fiscal 
soundness. 

"They may end up being 
two choices — spend 10 tril- 
lion yen ($100.0 billion) and 
give up the income tax cuts 
and/or raise other taxes, or 
keep taxes unchanged and 
limit the amount the central 
government spends.” the 
government source said. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Un- 
ited Arab Emiraters (UAE) 
inhabitants are spending a 
record amount of money on 
goods and services despite 
government austerity mea- 
sures prompted by low oil 
prices, an official report has 
said. 

Private consumption, 
which covers spending by in- 
dividuals on consumer goods 
and services, surged by 11.7 
per cent to a record 71.2 
billion dirhams (S19.4 billion) 
in 1994 from 63.7 billion 
dirhams ($17.35 billion) in 
1993, according to the plan- 
ning ministry report. 

The report showed private 
consumption had steadily in- 
creased over the past "few 


years and the growth was 
faster than that of the popula- 
tion. 

In contrast, government 
consumption rose by only 4.2 
per cent to 24.5 billion 
dirhams ($6.67 billion) in 
1994 from 23.5 billion 
dirhams (S6.4 billion) in 
1993. Similar growth was re- 
corded in previous years. 

The Tepoit expected final 
consumption, which includes 
government and private con- 
sumption. to increase to 107 
billion dirhams ($29.1 billion) 
in 1995. 

This will be coupled with a 
projected rise in imports to 
85 billino dirhams (S23.1 bil- 
lion) from 80 billion dirhams 
($21.8 billion) in 19**. 


The individual’s share of 
final consumption stood high 
as $11,700 in 1994 and the 
share of the gross domestic 
proudet (GDP) at around 

This indicates the country's 
nearly two million people 
spent an average two thirds 
of their income on goods and 
services. 

Bankers attributed the 
high spending to a sharp 
growth in construction, 
trade, banking, insurance 
and other services sectors. 
They also cited an expansion 
in the private sector as a 
result of government incen- 
tives to boost its role in the 
domestic economy following 
the decline in crude prices. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 





*1 diluted the cold medicine with just 
enough chicken soup to hide the 
awful cherry flavor!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

5 by Henri Arnold wuj Mike feytrlon 


Unscramble ttiese four juries, 
one letter *3 each scuare. 10 lem 
four ordinary *n?nl5. 


LEMiP 


! ! ! 
CT9SJ Tf.rxn- V. 

wmm 


VICLI 


mmmu 

mmi 



WOTOWK 



mm 

UiMUS 


jama 

IK 



HOW THcs MILL'CN- 
AIRE KEPT THE 
FAMILY IN LINS. 


Now arrange the circled letters » 
fcrro the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested Uy the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: Hit jLXXXl 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles: RUMMY 
Answ 


BUXOM 


(Answers tomorrow) 

DONKEY BEFORE 


What the traveler gntaiffte sma3-fcwn 
hc:ef — ROOM AND BORED 


U.S. cigarette exports 
go up by 14 per cent 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States exported 202 

billion cigarettes in the first 
11 months of 1994, 14 per 
cent more than the same 
period a year ago, the gov- 
ernment said Tuesday. The 
cigarettes were valued at 
$4.53 billion, up 27 per cent 


in value from the sanje\ 
in 1993, the Agriculture 8 ^ ! 
partment said in its W&i! 
Tobacco Report. Belgg, 
and Luxembourg led 
way, importing a comba&' 
65.2 billion pieces foSc*^ 
by Japan, 51.2 bfilion; 
Arabia, 8.73 bfllion. '>T 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY FEBRUARY 2, I9«7£ 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Fbunda^ 

ASSES: (March 21 to April 19) By getting in touch with 
advisors today you are able to get the advice and answers 
been seeking with regard to business and personal matter*,, - 






TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Contact individuals whose experf. 
ence is different or more extensive than yours so you learn much;** 
is worthwhile and of a lofty nature for use in the future in onfc^ 
become more successful in your career. ->:^j 

GEMINI: (May Z\ to June 20 A fine day to decide on policy maS 
with associates so there is a maximum of cooperation. Take tin* 
come to an understanding this afternoon with those who do 
agree with. . ■'& 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) By getting an early 
today, you can put all those accumulated tasks behind you 
quickly. Your efficiency is at its utmost later this afternoon.^ 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The ideal day and evening to stw 
working on projects of great size and scope. Contact the right pcoge 
and Stan the ball rolling efficiently. 

V2RGO: (August 22 to September 22) Family is expecting 
from you now. Little is said so be very sure that you do your i a 
this evening to bring greater harmony and security into jKj* 
important sphere of your life. — M 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is an ideal day to getijjfk 
touch with those whose actions are puzzling and from whom.y^ 
want -straight from the shoulder answers. Evening: Good 
Romance. . ; . jgj: 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Think big and gethigi 
should be your mono today, not only in business but personal artst] 
and creative matters as well as for your success. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 211 A day to drink 
pretty much of self and your most cherished ambition. If it is.ntf ^ 
necessary to go out. by all means stay at home. " [ 

CAPRICORN: (.December 22 to January 20) Since you keep yourse^ | 
so busy with practical and material affairs, you will hardly take timej 
for the emotional and creative things of life. Get out to a cultural - 
event this evening. LS 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Seek out plain speaking 
honest individuals today if you want to know the truth about 
yourself. Get fine ideas for advancement. Know how to incrcp£ 
your circle of worthwhile friends. ’ r 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The ideal day to get the support 
you need for important projects from influential friends. Lateivj 
become interested in the problems and the needs of the puttie 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 3, 1995 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Look to a personal advisor if you 
want to become better known or perform some task more efficiently. 
This afternoon, avoid a time waster who shouldn't be allowed access 
to your office. 
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TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you get out in the company of 
experts today, you will get a whole new newpoinr that will help you 
to become more efficient and successful in your own line of 
endeavour. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Use tan today and that fine intiutibo 
to get the information you need from experts. This will help you'get 
along better with both business and personal ties that are important 
to you. ! . 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Try being witty and 
humorous with overly serious partners who seldom smile and you 
find you will make real headway today and be able to establish £ far 
better relationship. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Higher-ups are watching you closely 
today, so be very sure that you perform all tasks in business or 
personal life in a highly efficient manner. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Try to devote as much tune as 
possible with dose ties during the day. preferably at places of 
amusement so that you can gamer the information you need. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Perform those tasks which 
will please close ties. Impress them with your true ability, reliability 
and loyalty. Strive for greater securitv in that important realm of 
your existence. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Many benefits and 
opportunities are yours today provided that you consider the rights 
and feelings of others as well as those of your own. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Be sure yon tafle 
over important matters with family tie who is well informed and 
capable and can give you excellent advice for bettering personal and 
business affairs. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Contact that personal 
advisor this morning that you feel is trustworthy and get the know?" 
how for becoming more successful in your daily work and personal 
contacts as well. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) See that you plan your] 
daily duties so that more time is released so you can commercialise 
on your special talents. Have a good time this evening and spend it 
with those vou love. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Look to a trusted and devoted 
older pereon for advice that will assist you in gaining your cherished 
desires. rM: Plan persona] activities and be out in the world of 
entertainment. 

Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 
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• ji.'hinj ***** lBne 5 '. ^ Accord- 

- j k- infers 10 a specialised lawyer, 

- “ the loans must be repaid be- 

, cause an Economic Security 
~ ; h? ^.'Committee decision, issued 

' •••’'r4 7 ,i, ,n ‘JkPfS* 1967 ™ >. had ?°P" 

ped the accumulation of in- 
*■■■■■■ ' " Ih '^ ^'terest on loans and froze the 
"jc Jh]iin.Ei aw 0 f statmg. ^ ensure de- 
' ' • btors repay the loans regard- 

. less of a time-frame. Jorda- 
\ - . : . M-»» ^ man banks honoured all with- 

■ ■« ^'i^ ,,t: Jrawals of deposits after the 

•.ojr '■’■‘n {pen, their brandies in 

: i i Sc tfc.K Jordan. 
a:II inl^ 

- ^^-4. An extraordinary genei- 

il assembly meeting of the 

- r.n.j.Tiitf^etraEntefprisesandEquip- 
■-!. jndtffc^nent Leasing Company will 

uorkindrffliscuss on Feb. 9, 1995 a 
ecommendation by the 
■nji toopfc'-XHird of directors to merge 
. • jj/i .ona^be company with the Jordan 
• .. . .. ^mncjw^julf Real Estate Investment 
Company (AJ Aswaq). 

wia* 1 ^ ’Pbe board of directors of 
ik^be Dar A1 Sha'ab Press, 

■ ’tinting. Publishing and Dis- 

ributing Company has called 
‘ e general assembly for an 
.xtraordinary meeting on 
r eb. 5, 1995 to discuss res-, 
ructuring the company's 
apital (A! Aswaq). 

rtt A recommendation by 
ie board of directors of the 
f'ehides Owners Federation 
hmpany to distribute 40 pier 
ent dividend to shareholders 
411 be put to a general 
ssembly meeting on Feb. 6, 
995 (Al Aswaq). 

| "£r An economic agreement 
eing negotiated with Euro- 
ean (EU) countries to boost 
- ■ade between Jordan and the 
1U would entail reduction in 
iistoms by 50 pier cent over 
> ic coming five year? and a 
i tally free trade after 12 
ears (AI Dustour) 


r* The drilling directorate 
t the Ministry of Water and 
nigation drilled 40 new 
'ells, performed mainte- 
ance to 46 old wells and 
rade experimental water 
urnping from about 70 wells 
' the Kingdom in 1994. The 
urput’^.all these wells 
montf^CTO 3,000 cubic 
metres psyfiour, or an over- 
H amount of 26 million cubic 
tetres, most of which inns in 
|« network to supply pieople 
ith drinking water. The 
ireciorate will concentrate 
^ ris year j.on drilling wells 
r^’ Wh of Amman (A1 Ra’i). 




Kuwait 
reportedly 
backs $2b 
aluminium 
project 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
and Saudi investors planning 
to build a 600 milli on dinar 
($2 billion) aluminium plant 
in Kuwait have won prehmin- 
ary approval from the trade 
and industry ministry, 
according to AI Seyassah 
newspaper. 

The group of Kuwaiti and 
Saudi businessmen had 
offered to establish the pro- 
ject on a two-square 
kilometre site at the indust- 
rial Shuaiba area south of 
Kuwait City, it said. It did 
not identify the investors. 

The project would be on 
the basis of a partnership 
between the Kuwaiti-Saudi 
investors but about 100 mil- 
lion dinars (S335 millio n) of 
the project would be open for 
public subscription, tbe news- 
paper reported unidentified 
sources as saying. 

It said Kuwait had been 
chosen as the site for tbe 
project due to the low cost of 
electricity here. The project 
was still awaiting the approv- 
al of the ministry of electric- 
ity and water, the newspaper 
said. It gave no further de- 
tails. Kuwait at present has 
no al uminium industry. 


Syria woos back foreign 
oil company investment 


LONDON (R) — Syria is 
keen to offer investors the 
most attractive terms possible 
to hire back foreign oil com- 
pany participation in explora- 
tion and production activi- 
ties. 

Syrian Oil Minister Nadir 
.Nabulsi is in London this 
week to meet officials from 
oil companies and oil-service 
firms including the Royal 
Dutch/Shell Group, British 
Petroleum and British Gas to 
discuss ways to adapt his 
country's terms to meet the 
needs of the investor. 

“I am ready with an open 
heart and mind to listen to 
them," he said. 

Syria has become a signifi- 
cant oil producer in recent 
year and production has risen, 
from 160,000 barrels per day 
(b/d) in 1984 to more than 
600,000 b/d last year. 

But Mr. Nabulsi said it 
needs investment to maintain 
output at current levels and 
to boost oil revenue which 
will be used to further de- 
velop the country's agricul- 
ture programme. 

“We need the revenue 
badly now to develop agricul- 
ture. Our country is first an 
agricultural country,” he told 
a small group of journalists. 

Oil revenue accounts for 
about 15-16 per cent of the 
country's gross domestic pro- 
duct. It is a member of the 
Organisation of Arab Pet- 
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Bahraini Dinar 

J.I320 

f .1506 

Lebanese Ura* 

0.04/940 

0.042945 

SaotU Riyal 

0. f 252 

0.2(69 

Knwalfj Dinar 

2.3/00 

2.3600 

Qatari Riyal 

0./902 

0.2920 

Egyptian Pound 

‘ 0.2000 

0,2240 

Omani Riyal 

1.0060 

1.6160 

UAE Dirham 

0.2297 

0.2906 

Crack Drachma” 

0.2795 

0.3145 

Cyprioi Pound 

1.3980 

2.4975 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. 51.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.4702/12 

Canadian dollar 

1.5238/48 

Deutschemarks 

1.7082/92 

Dutch guilders 

1.2870/80 

Swiss francs 

31.38/42 

Belgian francs 

5.2815/65 

French francs 

1610.6/1.6 

Italian lire 

9937/47 

Japanese yen 

7.4700/00 

Swedish crowns 

6.6740/90 

Norwegian crowns 

6.0130/80 

Danish crowns 

$1.5794/04 


$37635/376.75 



rolcum Exporting countries 
(OAPEC) but not of OPEC 
and sells most of its oil to 
Mediterranean refiners. 

“We feel our terms and 
conditions can be changed... 
we’re ready to modify’ any 
terms that both sides feci 
possible to choose," Mr. 
Nabulsi said. 

He dismissed claims that 
oil companies abandoned up- 
stream activities in Syria be- 
cause of onerous terms set by 
the Syrian government. 

“1 ask them ‘what are the 
easy terms?" I’d like to hear 
from them. We are ready to 
discuss and negotiate what 
they want. Sometimes com- 
panies like to hide behind 
(the guise) of terms and con- 
ditions," Mr. Nabulsi said. 

Of tbe 12 production- 
sharing pacts granted by the 
Syrian government between 
1987 and 1990, -seven were 
relinquished in 1991-92 after 
the companies failed to find 


significant oil deposits and 
only minor finds were made 
in three other tracts. 

But Mr. Nabulsi pointed to 
the success of Shell and part- 
ners Pecten and Deminex 
Which made a major discov- 
ery of light sweet crude in the 
Deir Ez*Zor area in the mid- 
1980s and subsequent dis- 
coveries in the same region. 

"When we signed all our 
contacts, we didn’t force the 
companies." he said. 

Accenting to Mr. Nabulsi. 
Shell has invested S3 billion 
in Syria and recovered up rc 
S2.7 billion of its investment. 
Forty per cent of Syrian 
crude oil production is 
assigned to upstream joint- 
venture partners to recoup 
investment costs. 

Mr. Nabulsi would not dis- 
cuss Syria hydrocarbon re- 
serves and said any number 
he mentioned could be re- 
vised within six months. 


Indo-Jordanian joint 
venture admits new partner 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Indo- 
Jordanian Chemicals Com- 
pany. a joint venture be- 
tween Indian and Jordanian 
fertilizer and phosphate com- 
panies, have taken in a third 
partner with 13 per cent equi- 
ty. a senior company official 
said Wednesday. 

Babu Varghese, deputy 
chairman and managing 
director of the Amman-based 
eomp2nay, said an agreement 
was signed this week under 
which the Riyadh-based 
Arab Investment Company 
contributed S8.34 million to 
the venture’s S63.33 million 
capita). 

The Southern Indian Per- 
rochemicais Company 
(SPIC). which Mr. Varghese 
represents, owns 52.2 per 
cent of the equity of the 
Indo-Jordanian Chemicals 
Company and the Jordan 
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COMPANY'S NAME 


JORDAN NATIONAL HANK / NEW 
KIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK . 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE HOUSING BANK 
JORDAN GULF BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
JORDAN INVESTMENT t FINANCE BANK 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


YARMOOK INSURANCE t> REINSURANCE 
INSURANCE SECTOR 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 
UNITED KIDDLE EAST £ COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOP. INVESTMENT £ EDUCATION 
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SEC 


O rt 
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THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
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ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

RAP I A INDUSTRIES • - - • 

DAR A L DAWA DEVELOPMENT £ INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT £ INERNAT I ON AL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES fi MATCH/JXMCO 

NATIONAL CABLE £ WIRE MANUFACTURING 

ARAB CENTER POR PHARM. fi CHEMICALS 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


GRAND 


TOTAL 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 


Commercial and 

— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeri ; 



FLal.O.TEL 
^ -SECURrry 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY , 


H 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

* J A ■ ".eft J t . I, *.'! 

SjJa ^ jyt ■■■ «. ' 4-S3I*:! 

863944 - 816690 



aleotino 

RESTAURANT 





l.ihal Amman - firsl circle 
n])|)Kvilf I.MI> \SS^ 

TF1 *. 654205 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


for : lurtnfcr details please call 


SANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL: 6/B1K76 FAX:6/81B676 
ABDOUN 

19 FAWZ1 AL-MALKI ST. 

P.O^OX : 960643 
AMMAN 11196 JORDAN 


WE HAVE NO OTHER BRANCHES 


Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) holds the rest. 

The Arab Investment 
Company groups 15 Arab 
countries and holds equity in 
joint ventures in several Arab 
countries. 

Total investment in the 
Indo-Jordanian Chemical 
Company's project, a phos- 
phoric arid plant being built 
at Shidiyeh in the south, is 
$169.9 million. 

The company has already 
arranged financing for $100 
million from several foreign 
sources, including Credit 
Commerce de France ($54 
million), the International 
Financing Corporation ($30 
million), and FMO, a Dutch 
investment firm ($4 million). 

Mr. Varghese said he ex- 
pected to sign the loan accord 
with the IFC, an affiliate of 
the World Bank, and another 
agreement for $6 miliin loan 
from a consortium of local 
banks this month. The loans 
plus the capital of the com- 
pany would make up $163.3 
million of the project invest- 
ment. The resr of the needed 
funds — $6 million — will be 
advanced by three equity hol- 
ders as a loan subordinated to 
the other credit facilities 
already raised. 

The phosphoric acid plant, 
whose annual 220,000-tonne 
output will be exported ex- 
clusively to India, is being 
built by Krebs and Cie of 
France under a S120 million 
turnkey contract signed last 
year. 

The project is scheduled to 
be completed and handed 
over to the Indo-Jordan Che- 
micals Company before May 
1997. Mr. Varghese said the 
company expects to have the 


project ready earlier since 
Krebs bad started engineer- 
ing works four or five months 
before a downpayment was 
made on the contract in 
November. 

The Indo-Jordanian Che- 
micals Companay is the 
largest joint venture for ferti- 
lizer production in Jordan 
and its production is expected 
to further help the Kingdom's 
efforts to diversify its fertiliz- 
er and phosphate-related 
activities by focusing on 
finished products rather than 
exporting raw materials. 

The international phos- 
phate market is slowly re- 
covering from a depression 
that hit in the early 90s and 
prices have not fully reco- 
vered. However, the market 
for diammonium phosphate, 
a ready-to-use fertilizer, has 
been strong since las: year. 
But Jordan has not been able 
to take full advantage of the 
surge since a recent snow- 
storm and tornado damaged 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company's storage facilities 
in the south, rendering the 
company unable to export 
DAP in bulk. Bagged DAP 
costs higher and Jordan can- 
not offer a competitive price 
in tbe international market. 

JPMC officials have said 
that they expect the situation 
to improve in the first quarter 
of this year after new storage 
facilities are built to allow 
export of DAP in bulk. 

A Japanese consortium, in 
partnership with the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company, 
is also building a compound 
fertilizer plant in the south. 
The output of that plant will 
be exported exclusively to 
Japan. 


Gas pipeline sponsors 
discuss prices with Doha 


ABU DHABI (R) — A 
three-firm consortium, which 
plans to build an undersea 
gas pipeline from Qatar to 
Pakistan is negotiating with 
the Gulf state about how 
much to pay for the gas, a 
Pakistani oil official has said. 

Crescent Petroleum, 
Transcanada Pipelines Ltd 
and Halliburton uniut Brown 
and Root form a group which 
plans to build the pipeline at 
an estimated cost of $3.2 
billion. 

“Crescent is negotiating 
with Qatar. They originally 
fixed a price of 70 cents per 
million cubic feets," said 
Syed Naseer Ahmad, secret- 
ary at Pakistan’s ministry of 
petroleum and natural re- 
sources. 

"We’ve been informed by 
the consortium that they're 
hopeful they can secure a 


reasonable price or pin down 
the original 70 cents," he told 
Reuters during a visit by a 
Pakistani economic delega- 
tion to the United Arab Emi- 
rates fUAE). 

Pakistan, which needs the 
gas to meet rapidly rising 
domestic demand, is due to 
sign a gas supply agreement 
with the pipeline consortium 
in the next few months, be 
added. 

But before the project can 
go ahead, the group needs to 
sign a formal gas sales agree- 
ment with Qatar. 

Pakistan's Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto came to 
Qatar last August and told 
reporters she had agreed 
with Qatar’s emir that work 
on the pipeline project 
"should be taken up serious- 
ly." 



For Your Stay in Amman 

Quality Furnished Flats 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Ratea For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 
674563 - 674551 





SZECHWAN EARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


Typical OtaMM 


Poods 

Chefs 


OpcmU30-iX*i&' 


Fake avnry Is MvmUmbtm 

Shat AMraD.SDMT 
Um unamrt Commatdal Germ 

TeU 881174 

^ Cott LCVC< ^ 


CatTiji 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 

Best Service, 

Besi Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 

Tel.: 861838 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop" and get- 

* JUMBO photo 
30% larger 


• Fred •■Ijipf*- 
maat 20 x 30 


Shmeisani ■. Opp. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 
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Davis Cup World G roup ties 

Becker, Stich lead 


LONDON (R) - Boris 
Becker returns to Davis Cup 
tennis for Germany this 
weekend, prepared to" forget 
his bitter rivalry with Michael 
Sbch and play doubles along- 
side him. 

German Davis Cup captain 
Niki Pilic said the two former 
Wimbledon champions, who 
won the doubles gold medal 
together at the 1992 Barcelo- 
na Olympics, had agreed to 
team up for the home tie in 
Karlsruhe. 

‘T have talked to both of 
them and they are also pre- 
pared to plav doubles 
together, “Pilic said. 

Germany, winners three 
times since 1988. take on a 
Croatian team spearheaded 
by big-hitting Goran Iva- 
nisevic in one of eight World 
Group first round matches 
starting on Friday. 

Becker, who led the Ger- 
mans to their first triumph in 
1983 and helped them defend 
the title the following year, 
has decided to return to the 
team after an absence of 
more than two years. 

His decision to puli out of 
the event to concentrate on 
his ranking in 1993 came 
under heavy fire from Stich 
who led the country to their 
third victory in 1993. 

At one stage of a very 
public slanging match. Srich, 
who said Becker should not 
be allowed to pick and 
choose when to play Davis 
Cup. said he would not repre- 
sent his country if Becker 
re turned. 

With Stich and Becker 
piaying singles and doubles, 
the Germans have a good 
chance of clinching this 
weekend's tie after the first 
three matches. But they will 
be wary of the lanky Iva- 
nisevic on the fast indoor 
surface. 

Holders Sweden begin 
their defence of the title close 
by in Denmark with no plans 
to change their 1994 winning 
formula. 

Former world number one 
Stefan Edberg, now ranked 
seven in the world and in- 
form Magnus Larsson will 
play singles, while top class 
pairing Jan Apell and Jonas 
Bjorkman take care of the 


Germany 



Boris Becker 


New 
arrest in 
Italian 
stabbing 
tragedy 


doubles in what looks on 
paper to be a gentle warm-up 
tie for them. 

But Denmark have a habit 
of defying the rankings when 
they have the advantage of 
home ground. Their team is 
lead by Kenneth Carlsen 
ranked 190 with Frederik 
Fetterlein ( 125). Patrik Lang- 
vardt (363) and Morten 
Christensen (659j. 

The Danes crashed out in 
the first round to the Czech 
Republic in 1993 and to 
Sweden in 1994, but posted 
impressive home wins in 
World Group qualifiers 
against Argentine (1992), 
Croatia (1993) and Peru 
(1994). 

Last year's losing finalists 
Russia are also looking for- 
ward to a none too taking tie 
in Antwerp against Belgium, 
while Switzerland, losing 
finalists three years ago take 
on the Netherlands in Gene- 
va. 

Italy have a good chance in 
Naples against a weakened 
Czech Republic, whose top 
players Petr Korda and Karel 
Novacek said they would not 
play because of lack of in- 
terest and money. 

Itaiy have called up 
Andrea Gaudenzi and Renzo 
Furlan. as their singles players 
for the tie on day, while 
Stefano Pescosolido and Cris- 
rian Brandi will form a 
makeshift doubles part- 
nership. 

By contrast, Spain have 
taken their strongest squad to 
Vienna, with French Open 
champion Sergi Bruguera 
and last year's Paris finalist 
Alberto Berasategui sup- 

g irted by Carlos Costa and 
milio Sanchez. 


Austria have one world 
class player in Thomas Mus- 
ter, but Alexander Anto- 
nitsch, Gilbert Schaller and 
Gerald Mandl are ranked 
way below. 

Outside Europe South 
Africa’s team — Wayne Fer- 
raira, Marcos Ondruska, 
Pietie Norval and Gary Mul- 
ler — shoulder a responsibil- 
ity not just for winning but 
for bringing back the crowds 
and money to tennis when 
they take an Australia in 
Durban. 

Australia have brought a 
six-strong squad — Patrick 
Rafter, Richard Fromberg. 
Jaimie Morgan and Andrew 
Hie and the doubles pairing 
of Mark Woodforde and 
Todd Woodbridge — to 
South Africa, planning to 
make a final choice later in 
the week. 

The strongest tennis na- 
tion, the United States, take 
on France without the 
world's top two players Pete 
Sampras and Andre Agassi, 
who contested the Australian 
Open final last Sunday. 

Instead. Jim Courier and 
Todd Martin will be joined 
by doubles team Jared Pal- 
mer and Richey Reneberg 
against a rather pale French 
team, none of whose players 
fared well in Melbourne. 

But Yannick Noah, who 
led France to their first vic- 
tory in over half a century as 
non-playing captain in 1991 
when they beat the U.S. in 
the final, may provide some 
new spark on his return to the 
job. 

His team consists of Guy 
Forget, Arnaud Boetsch, 
Cedric Pioline and Olivier . 
Delaitre. 


MILAN (AP) — As Ita 
lians prepared for the first 
cancelled soccer round 
since 1945. police Tuesday- 
arrested a second teen-ager 
in the stabbing death of a 
Genoa fan which sparked 
riots and shocked the coun- 
try. 

Milan police said a 17 
year-old youth, identified 
as M.G.. was charged with 
lending the alleged killer 
the knife used to stab Vin- 
cenzo Spagnolo, 25. 

Police have alleged AC 
Milan fan Simone Barbag- 
lia, 19, knifed Spagnolo in 
the stomach during a pre- 
game brawl in the port city 
of Genoa Sunday. 

Barbaglia, a-gardener de- 
scribed by police as a mem- 
ber of a hard-core group of 
AC Milan fans, was 
charged with voluntary 
murder. 

Milan police, who seized 
several knives at M.G.'s 
house, quoted the youth as 
saying he gave Barbaglia a 
knife “on his request, for 
self-defence.” 

“He said he was ready to 
cut Genoa fans to pieces if 
he was attacked," police 
officers quoted the youth as 
saying. 

M.G. was immediately- 
charged with complicity in 
murder and illegal posses- 
sion of arms. 

Sunday's murder 
touched off a nationwide 
debate about fan violence 
and led to the decision by 
Italy's highest sports au- 
thority, the National Olym- 
pic Committee, to suspend 
all national sporting events 
on Feb. 5. 

Experts estimated that 
about 2 million athletes will 
be sidelined throughout the 
country Sunday. The soc- 
blackout will also pre- 
vent bets of about 60 billion 
lire (S36 million) in the 
weekly pools. 

The suspended round of 
league games will be played 
the next Sunday. 


JEEP CHEROKEE JOINS AL BARAKEH RENT-A-CAR FLEET 


AL-TEWFIK AUTOMOBILE & EQUIPMENT CO. 

JEEP DISTRIBUTOR IN JORDAN 

CONGRATULATE AL BARAKEH RENT-A-CAR 
ON THEIR ACQUISITION OF JEEP CHEROKEE INTO 

THEIR FLEET 


There’s Only One Jeep:.. 



M/ DE IN MMJk 


AL-TEWFIK AUTOMOBILE & EQUIPMENT CO. 

Amman - Mahatta Road - Tel. 656 273 


Pippen leads Bulls past Lakers 


INGLEWOOD (R) — 
Scottie Pippen scored 34 
points and grabbed 13 re- 
bounds as the Chicago 
Bulls beat the Los Angeles 
Lakers 119-115 on Tues- 
day. 

B.J. Armstrong scored 
25 points and Tony Kukoc 
added 22 on 8-of-ll from 
the field for Chicago, which 

has won two straight gumff 

and four of its last six. 

“Scottie is a true all- 
star,” said Lakers coach 
Del Harris, “There’s no 
question about his ability to 
control a ball game and I 
thought he was masterful 
tonight." 

In Sacramento, Dennis 
Rodman's tip-in with eight 
seconds remaining lifted 
the San Antonio Spurs to 
their fourth straight vic- 
tory, a 97-96 triumph over 
the Kings. 

David Robinson had 23 
points and 13 rebounds and 
Sean Elliott added 19 
points to pace the Spurs. 

Mitch Richmond had 33 
points and Spud Webb 
chipped in 13 for the Kings. 

Sacramento took a 96-95 
lead with 1:02 remaining on 
a basket by Olden Poly- 
nice. Robinson missed a 
shot for San Antonio, but 
Rodman tipped in the re- 
bound. The Kings had one 
more possession but turned 
it over in the final seconds. 

In New York. Derek 
Harper scored a season- 
high 26 points to lead the 
Knicks to a 90-87 win over 
the short-handed Golden 
State warriors. 

Harper’s seventh 3- 
pointer of the game with 40 
seconds left extended a 
two-point lead to 88-83 and 
sealed the win for the 
Knicks. who have won 
eight of nine and 16 of their 
last 18 games. Patrick 
Ewinghad 19 points and 14 
rebounds for New York, 
which set a team record 
with 13 3-pointers. 

Tun Hardaway netted 24 
points for the Warriors but 
was held scoreless in the 
fourth quarter. 

The Warriors, already 
without injured startes 
Rony Seikaly and Chris 
Mullin, played without 
leading scorer Latreli 
Sprewell and key reserve 
Clifford Rozier. Sprewell 
has a sprained foot and 
rozier was suspended by 
the team for one game for 
missing a team shootar- 
ound. 

Golden State was further 
hampered when Tom Gug- 
liotta left the game with a 
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bruised right knee in the 
second quarter. He did not 
return, leaving the War- 
riors with just eight play- 
ers. 

In Houston, Hakeem 
Olajuwon had 25 points. 13 
rebounds and five blocked 
shots as the Rockets 
cruised to an 86-74 victory 
over the slumping Denver 
Nuggets. 

Otis Thorpe had 15 
points, Mario Eiie added 
12, and Vernon Maxwell 
chipped in 10 for the Rock- 


ets, who have won three of 
their last four games. 

Rodney Rogers had 23 
points to lead Denver, 
which has dropped seven of 
| its last eight games. 

At Washington, Muggsy 
Bogues scored 20 points 
and Hersey Hawkins added 
17 points and 21 rebounds 
as the Charlotte Hornets 
defeated the Bullets 97438. 


Scott Burrell and 
Johnson scored 15 
apiece. Deli Curry a 
14 and Alonzo Mou: 
chipped in 12 for Chariot 
which posted its thir 
straight win. 

Calbert Cheaney scored 


23 points and Rex Chap- 
man- had 18 to pace the 


Bullets, who have split 
their last six games. 
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lnternational Community School 

(The British Curriculum School in Amman) 

The Internationa! Community School, in Khilda. 
requires the following staff from September 1995 :’ 

Primary teacher/Key Stage 1 
P.E. SpedaIist(possible part-time post or to be 
combined with another curriculum strength) 
The successful applicants must have full British, or 
equivalent, teaching qualifications; be reflective 
caring, highly motivated and preferably have work- 
ing knowledge of the National Curriculum. In- 
terested candidates should contact the School 
Office for an application form, and to arrange a visit 
by Tuesday. 7th February. 

Tel.: 841070 Fax: 8471 OS 


Results 


New York 

90 

Golden Slate 

87 

Milwaukee 

107 

Dallas 

165 

Charlotte 

97 

Washington 

.88 

Houston 

86 

Denver 

74 

Chicago 

119 

La Lakers 

115 

San Antonio 

97 

Sacramento 

96 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR REltt 

One bedroom apartment tor rent with sitting' 'and dining 
room, kitchen and large terrace overlooking a garden, 
garage and private entrance, centrally heated and fully 
furnished, Telephone available. 

Location between 6th & 7 th Circles 


For information, please call tel.:816013 & 642S99 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Modem furnished flat, first floor, 210 M 2 having 3 
bedrooms, .large salon, living room, dining room- 
L-shape. 2 bathrooms, large veranda, modem 


, , ■ — . . veianut 

kitchen central heating and telephone. 

Please call owner Tel: 673535 


• Q LILTS • 


OPENING! 
10:00AM - 


J ll 


\*\mi 

! I oai i 


brt 

Ann u 
British Nati 


a ave you registe 
° r| t'sh citizen an 

^assy, Consu 
form. 


PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT; 


U.S.- based firm seeks Jordanian 
professional as coordinator of local health- 
related commercial marketing program. 

Marketing and public 

relations'communications skills are critical. 
Experience in healthcare delivery or 
pharmaceuticals and close working 
relationship with government health agencies 
and professional medical associations are 
essential. Experience in coordinating a large 
multi-activity project is desirable. 

• Will work closely with firm’s U.S. staff. 

• Excellent English and Arabic required. 

• Travel in-country. Short-term project. 

Send copy of C.V. and recent photo to: 

department of recruitment 

P O.BCk 50^9 AMMAN 11 183 JORDAN 


WANTED 


Secretary required for busy office. Must 
nave good experience, a university de- 
gree and an excellent command of 
tngiish. The candidate should also be 
computer literature. 

Please fax CV’s to 816894 or write 
to 

P.O. Box 5476, Amman 


DR. KAMA! F. AKL | 
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AMERICAN BOARD OF PEDIATRICS 
FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY 
(PEDIATRICS AND NEPHROLOGY) 

ANNOUNCES THE OPENING 
HIS PRIVATE CLINIC 

AT JEBAL AMMAN - IBN KHALDOUN STREET 
NEAR AL-KHALDI HOSPITAL 
ABOVE MATALKA LABORATORY 

TELEPHONE CLINIC 612055 
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French swimmer doing first 
solo swim across Atlantic 



SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — A French adventurer 
trying to swim the Altan- 
nc Ocean is just days away 
from becoming the first Jyu- 
man to cross an ocean. 

Guy Delage, 42, is about 
350 miles (560 kilometres) off 
tbe coast of Barbados, where 
he is expected to end his 
journey on Feb. 9.. 

“His condition is very good 
bat he’s very fired," said 
Kevin Plagman, the U.S. 
spokesman for Sector 
Oceanantes, the Paris-based 
technical team monitoring 
the French swimmer’s trip, 
on Tuesday. 

Accompanied by an un- 
manned raft loaded with sup- 
plies, Delage set out to swim 
the 2,440-mile (3.,904- 
kilometre) route to the West 
Indies on Dec. 16 from the 
Cape Verde Islands, off the 
Western Coast of Africa. 


He swims holding onto a 
2-foot (0.6-metre) float which 
contains a survival mini-raft, 
a desalinisafion device, a dis- 
tress beacon, a compass, and 
a special underwater rifle to 
ward off sharks. 

Delage swims for about 10 
hours a day and sleeps 
aboard the 15-foot (4.5- 
meter) raft, which has its own 
guidance and propulsion sys- 
tem. The raft can also repel 
sharks and poisonous jelly- 
fish with a system that sends 
out electric shocks. 

TWo weeks into his jour- 
ney, Delage had to fight se- 
vere seasickness, which was 
followed by severe depress- 
ion and monotony. 

In early January, a storm 
knocked out computer equip- 
ment that drifts near him or 
in his unmanned raft. Delage 
has devices hooked up to ms 
body that transmit daily phy- 


siological data to his Paris- 
based support team. 

“The team says that about 
20 per cent of the data they 
planned to collect was lost 
during the failure," said Julie 
Weffik, another U.S. spokes- 
woman for Oceanantes. 

The Paris team has been 
collection position, speed, 
route and water temperature 
by daily communications with 
Delage. They are also moni- 
toring his physical condition, 
his mental state and nutri- 
tional intake. 

Last week, Delage was 
heartened at he sight of 
North American sooty terns, 
the first sign that he was close 
to land fall, Plagman said. 

Delage is expected to talk 
to the media at a news con- 
ference in the Marriott Sam 
Lord’s Castle Hotel in Barba- 
dos following bis landing. 


'Nordiques go 5-0 with win over Flyers 
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QUEBEC CITY (R) — Joe 
Sakic had a goal and three 
assists and Uwe Krupp 
scored a pair of power-ply 
goals as the Quebec Nordi- 


? ues improved to 5-0 with a 
-2 victory over the Phi- 
ladelphia Flyers Tuesday. 

Sakic scored a shorthanded 
goal with 2:33 left in the first 
period to fie the game at 2-2 
and assisted on Quebec’s fin- 
al three goals. 

“We played another smart 
game and a solid third 
period,” said Sakic, whose 
club has not allowed a third- 
period goal this season, out- 
scoring the opposition 9-0 in 
the final 20 minutes of its first 
five games. 

Krupp put the Nordiques 
ahead to stay when he beat 
ron Hextall with a slap shot 
horn the blue line ax the 
10:09 mark of the second 
period. Wendel Clark and 


JORDAN 


Krupp scored 2:57 apart in 
the third period to extnd 
Quebec’s lead to three goals. 

Fiset, who was named the 
NHL player of the week on 
Monday, needed only 20 
saves to earn his fifth win in 
as many starts. He did not 
allow a goal in the final 4S:26 
of the game. 

Quebec took a 1-0 lead on 
Scott Young’s first goal of the 
season just 35 seconds into 
the contest. Bnt the Flyers 
claimed a 2-1 advantage on 
first-period goals from Eric 
Lindros and Josef Beranek. 

At New Jersey, Bill 


Guerin's second goal of the 
game gave the Devils their 
first victory of the season, 2-1 
over the Buffalo Sabres. 

The Devils (1-3-1), who 
opened the season with four 
road games, won their fourth 
straight home opener. New 
Jersey, the last NHL team to 
play a home game, improved 
to 4-0-2 in its last six home 
openers. 

At Florida, Steve Thomas 
scored two power-play goals 
and Jamie McLennan made 
15 saves, leading the New 
York Islanders to a 5-1 vic- 
tory over the Panthers. 


NY Islanders 
New Jersey 
Quebec 
Tampa Bay 
St Louis 


Results 

5 Florida 
2 Buffalo 
5 Philadelphia 
4 Montreal 
7 Anaheim 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
Annual Notice To All 
British Nationals Living In Jordan 

Have you registered with the British Embassy? If you are a 
British citizen and live in Jordan, please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to obtain a registration 
form. 

If you have registered during 1994, please confirm your 
continuing presence in Jordan by re-registering as soon as 
possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about any 
changes of address and/or telephone number. Such confirma- 
tion is in the interests of all British nationals in Jordan. 

If names are not re-registered within three months the Embassy 
will be obliged to consider that those concerned have left the 
country. The names will accordingly be deleted from the 
register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which does not 
have an Embassy or Consulate in Jordan, please ask the 
British Embassy, Consular Section, about registration formali- 
ties. 

The British Embassy is located in Abdoun, near the 
Orthodox Club, Telephone 823100. The Post Office 
Box Number is 87. 

The Consular is open from Sunday until Thursday 0830 - 1200 
hours.- 


Date reaches 
Pan Pacific 
quarters 

TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
Kimiko Date and Iva Majoli 
of Croatia secured ibeir 
places in the quarter-finals of 
the SSQ6,25G Pan pacific 
Open women’s tennis tourna- 
ment after second round vic- 
tories on Wednesday. 

Date easily took the first 
set 6-1 in her match against 
compatriot and qualifier 
Yone Kamio, but then drop- 
ped the second 6-2 after some 
erratic play. 

But foe fifth seed showed 
solid form in both service and 
groundstrokes to take the 
third set 6-2. 

The injury forced her to 
retire from last month’s New 
South Wales Open semifinal 
against Lindsay Davenport of 
the United States. 

Date will meet the winner 
of Thursday's second-round 
match between top seed Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain and 
Indonesia’s Yayuk Basuki. 

Majoli shrugged off a tough 
challenge from Dutch woman 
Kristie Boogert to take her 
match 3-7, 7-6, 6-*. 

In first-round matches on 
Wednesday, sixth seed Anke 
Huber of Germany beat , 
American Gigi Fernandez 3- 
6, 6-1, 6-2, while seventh 
seed Magdalena Maleeva of 
Bulgaria took only 55 mi- 
nutes to dispose of' Japanese 
qualifier A! Sugiyama 6-1. 

Japan's Naoko Sawamatsu, 
an Australian open quarter- 
finalist, had an easier job, 
trouncing American veteran 
Zina Garrison-Jackson 6-1, 
6 - 2 . 

Japanse Kyoko Nagatsuka, 
a wild care entiy following 
the withdrawal of defending 
champion Steffi Graf, beat 
American Debbie Graham 1- 
6. 6-4, 6-2. 


Drechsler 

eager 

to jump 
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Joyner- 

Kersee 

NEW YORK (R) — Nobody 
can make Heike Drechsler 
jump like Jackie Joyner* 
Kersee. 

Because the German world 
champion long jumper 
doesn’t often go up against 
the American ex-champion, 
Drechsler regards Friday’s 
contest at the Millrose 
Games in Madison Square 
Garden as “the best comped* 
don of the indoor season, just 
because I get to jump against 
Jackie.” 

The confrontation between 
the two greatest jumpers of 
the past decade highlights a 
meet that includes ll Olym- 
pic and 19 world champions, 
including Russian pole vaul- 
ter Sergei Bubka, Moroccan 
legend in the mile Said 
Aouita and U.S. decathlete 
Dan O’Brien. 

Since 19S3, when Drech- 
sler won her first world title 
at age IS, either she or 
Joyner-Kersee has ranked as 
the world’s leading long jum- 
per in each year except 1989, 
when neither woman com- 
peted. 

Drechsler had won 27 
straight long jump competi- 
tions before pulling out of the 
19S7 World Championships 
in Rome. It was there that 
Joyner-Kersee began domi- 
nating the event, winning a 
string of gold medals that 
included the 1988 Olympic 
title in Seoul and the 1991 
World Championships in 
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Heike Drechsler of Germany soars through the air (AFP photo) 


Tokyo. 

That lasted until the 1992 
Olympics in Barcelona, 
where Drechsler, silver 
medallist in Seoul, finished 
firs: and Joyner-Kersee was 
third. . Drechsler also cap- 
tured the gold medal on 
home soil, at the "93 worlds in 
Stuttgart. 

What’s more, the on-field 
rivals have become fast off- 
field friends. 

“Of course when we are in 
competition, Jackie is my 
greatest motivation to jump 
far,” said Drechsler. “But 
out of competition, we like 
each other very much. The 
first time I met her was in ‘87. 
She is a very nice person, 
very natural and never arro- 
gant.” 

The same could be said of 
the soft-spoken Drechsler, 
the angular, graceful native 
of Jena in the former East 
Germany, where fraternising 
with rivals from across the 
wall was strongly discour- 
aged. 


“We never could talk with 
athletes from the western 
countries” Drechsler said. “It 
was forbidden. I’m so glad 
that’s history now. We can 
talk or go to dinner or talk 
about which events we will 
do." 

The choice of events seems 
greater than ever for Drech- 
sler. who, in 1984, equalled 
the 200-metre world record 
set by countrywoman Marita 
Koch and who last year, in 
her first multi-sport event 
since 1982, sported the best 
heptathlon score of the year 
with 6741 points. 

Until then, the heptathlon 
had been the domain of 
Joyner-Kersee, the double 
Olympic champ and world- 
record holder. “I did tbe 
heptathlon just for fun," said 
Drechsler, who is now think- 
ing of training for the event at 
either the 1995 World Cham- 
pionships in Goteborg, 
Sweden or the 1996 Olympics 
in Atlanta. “I think if I com- 


pete against Jackie, it will 
motivate me for a better 
score," Drechsler said. 

So far the German has 
competed once during the 
indoor season, leaping 6.96 
metres in Grenoble, France 
on Sunday. Still, Drechsler 
insisted she does uot like to 
jump indoors. “Not at ail," 
she said. “I like the summer- 
time and the sun.” 

Still, Drechsler recalls the 
intimate atmosphere of 
Madison Square Garden 
where a creaky, wood- 
chipped 110-metre track is 
wedged along the wall sup- 
porting the lower rows of 
spectators. “The people are 
so close,” she says. “That 
you can feel all of their 
noise.” 

Drechsler competed once 
in the Garden, ironically set- 
ting two world indoor records 
in the morning qualifying ses- 
sion of the 1987 U-S. indoor 
championships, which fewer 
than 100 spectators attended. 
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achieved by splintering the enemy 
into separate camps. Encounters 


DIVIDE AND CONQUER 

■ --er :J> wire can ollen be 
bj the same lactic 

r.g-.'.'s heart* Mould hate 
■* armed the cc-rkles of Caspar 
Mdquet6A»:V been -uur chwwe 
M..uld base been four hearts And 
Me don'; think »*• Mould have sold 
jX to four spades. Mith either the 
East or Wes: holding— five hearts is 
a cheap sain fire jt Any vulnerahil:- 
t... Fortunately, for East- Weal, de- 
clarer provided a little balm. 

West led ihe jack of diamonds 


and East did well u> signal with the 
ten. allowing declarer to win in hand 
with the queen Trying to preterit a 
diamond uverruff, declarer immedi- 
ately went after trumps by leading 
low lo the queen and back to the 
jack. West won the second trump 
and reverted in a diamond to part- 
ner's ace. A diamond return promot- 
ed a trump for West whether 
declarer ruffed high or low and the 
ace of clubs sealed declarer's fate. 

South bad the right idea about 


diamunds. but formulated a flawed 
campaign. Instead, declarer should 
have crossed to the ace of hearts at 
trick two and returned the jack. No 
•matter what card East plays declar- 
er simply discards the diamund los- 
er from hand The defenders are 
helpless. Declarer will ruff the dia- 
-mond return and force out the ace of 
spades Since East has no entry for 
the trump promotion, declarer loses 
only one trump by playing West for 
A Q. a heart and the ace of spades 
and the contract is in the bag. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PHILADELPHIA PLAZA 


Armand Ass ante 
& Sherilyn Fenn 
in 

FATAL INSTINCT 

Shows: 12=30, 3.40. 630. &30. 10*30 


Julia Roberts & Nick Nolte 
in 

1 Love Trouble 

Shows: 1230. 250. 8:30, 10:30 

The movie: THE LION KING will 
be shown on Fridays and Thurs- 
days at 1 1 :00 a.m. & 1 2:30 p.m. 


Cinema TeL; 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Sylvester Siallone. - Sharon Stone 
in 

The Specialist 

Shows: 12:30, 230. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD “ 2 ** 

Tom Hanks ... in 

Sleepless in Seattle 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 




Shows: 130. 6:00 


oUM’A in the salirical play 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfeh 
Daily from 8 p.m. 
Children's Play 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram Abul Ragheb 
Daily at 10:30 p.m. 


TeL: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALAM YA SALAMI 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please call 
625155 

The theatre is closed on 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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U.N. installs more 
monitors in Iraq, 
plans more work 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
U.N. experts have installed 
more weapons monitoring 
equipment in Iraq but are not 
yet ready to certify fall Iraqi 
compliance with Gulf war 
ceasefire terms, a U.N. offi- 
cial said on Wednesday. 

Goran Wallen. director of 
the United Nations monitor- 
ing centre in Baghdad, said 
several teams of U.N. inspec- 
tors and experts have visited 
Iraq already in 1995 and 
added: “We* have deployed 
more censors and equipment 
at Iraq's weapons sites.” 

He said discussions were 
continuing with Iraq for a 
fuller picture of past weapons 
activities, particularly in the 
biological warfare area. 

"There have been some 
signs of improvement in the 
biological sphere,” Mr. Wal- 
len told Reuters. He declined 
to elaborate. 

He added that more 
needed to be done before the 
U.N. Special Commission 
disarming Iraq under the 
1991 Gulf war ceasefire terms 
declared Baghdad was in full 
compliance. 

“There is no way to say 
when monitoring will be in 
place,” Mr. Wallen said. “A 
lot of equipment still needs to 
be installed. There are a lot 
of censors to put in place and 
new adjustments are needed 
for previous installations." 

He said more laboratories 
were needed and a high level 
of security was needed as the 
Iraqis feared information col- 
lected through monitoring 
would slip into the hands of 
other countries. 

Mr. Wallen said supply of 
missing data by Iraq would 
help the U.N.'s efforts to put 
the arms monitoring prog- 
ramme in place. He added 
that the U.N. had just started 
provisional monitoring in for 
biological warfare materials. 

Iraq says it has fully hon- 
oured all obligations to have 
a ban on its oil exports, im- 
posed when it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, eased or 
lifted. Iraqi arms official said 
it was just a matter of time to 
fulfill remaining U.N. de- 
mands. 

The United Nations Secur- 
ity Council, under pressure 
from the United States, voted 
last month to leave the sanc- 
tions on Iraq intact. 

Mohammad Baqer A1 
Hakim, leader of Iraq's Shiite 
Muslim opposition, called in 
an interview published 
Wednesday for Kuwait's help 
to depose Saddam Hussein, 


saying this goal could be 
achieved in 1995. 

“We can give the Kuwaiti 
people this good news if they 
accept to play a role in sup- 
porting the Iraqi people to 
overthrow Saddam,” he told 
the independent daily news- 
paper A1 Qabas. 

“If all those who were 
harmed by Saddam partici- 
pate. there will be a real 
chance for doing that.” he 
added, without elaborating 
on the support he wants. 

Sheikh Hakim has visited 
Kuwait at least three times 
since a U.S.-led coalition 
evicted occupying Iraqi 
troops in the Gulf war four 
years ago. 

On Monday, the senior 
Shiite cleric met with the 
emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad Ai Sabah, and the 
crown prince and prime 
minister, Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah. 

Details of their discussions 
were not disclosed. 

Sheikh Hakim told the 
newspaper the Iraqi opposi- 
tion believes the “Iraqi peo- 
ple had a real chance to 
overthrow” the Iraqi presi- 
dent who has survived many 
coup and assassination 
attempts. 

Twenty Iraqi air force and 
army officers were reportedly 
executed last month for plot- 
ting the latest attempt that 
also aimed to kill his family 
and top lieutenants. 

The senior Shiite cleric said 
he had “accurate numbers 
and information” indicating 
that the Iraqi army will sup- 
port a popular uprising when 
circumstances are right and 
that the “regime will not be 
able to confront a general 
mobilisation of the army.” 

He said when this happens, 
he did not want any foreign 
meddling in his country. 

“What is required from the 
international community dar- 
ing the operation is not to 
interfere in Iraq. But we want 
it to protect the Iraqi people 
from genocide that could be 
perpetrated by the regime," 
the opposition leader said. 

fie said the regime has cut 
on the ears and branded the 
foreheads of 3,000 army de- 
serters, and arrested another 
3,000 two months ago in 
Mosul, Al Ramadi and Bagh- 
dad. About 300 remain in 
custody today. 

“Political freedom... and 
good relations with neigh- 
bours should be the basis for 
Iraq’s future government,” 
Sheikh Hakim told the paper. 


IWS IN BRIEF 


Pakistan, Oman to start ferry service 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pakistan and Oman have agreed 
to start a ferry service between them and also establish a 
joint holding company to promote economic cooperation, 
officials said Wednesday. The ferry service is likely to start 
in September, they said. No further details were provided. 
Pakistan will also help establish a rice mill and a fertiliser 
plant in Oman and provide training facilities to Omani 
personnel in telecommunications, postal service and agri- 
culture, an official statement said. The two sides also 
agreed to accelerate the export of good quality Pakistani 
Basmari rice to Oman. A council of businessmen would be 
reactivated so that the private sector could play more 
effective role in economic and technical cooperation. The 
agreements were reached after the conclusion of the second 
session of the Pakistan-Oman Joint Ministerial Commis- 
sion here late Tuesday. 


Netherlands seeks defence pact with UAE 

ABU DHABI (AP) — The Netherlands is seeking a 
defence pact with the United Arab Emirates, a senior 
Dutch official said Tuesday. Visiting State Secretary for 
Defence Jan C. Gmetich Meijling told a late night news 
conference that the pact would cover cooperation, training 
and technology transfer. The Dutch official met earlier 
Tuesday with Sheikh Mohammad Ben Zayed Al Nahayan, 
the UAE’s deputy chief of staff. He was accompanied on 
the visit by Vice Admiral Nico W.G. Buis, commander-in- 
chief of the Royal Netherlands Navy. Mr. Meijling said 
that the Netherlands has sold the UAE the so-called 
“Goalkeeper system,” a missile defence system, and some 
radars. He said 18 Dutch companies will take part in the 
International Defence Exhibition (Idex 95). which will be 
held here in March. Mr. Meijling said the Netherlands was 
committed to Gulf security, adding that its goal at the 
exhibition was not only to sell, but to arrange for exercises 
with the UAE navy. The Netherlands is one of the world's 
top manufacturers of naval products along with the United 
States, Britain, France and Germany. 


Contest for best story on 'anxious’ Rushdie 

TEHRAN (AFP* — Iran said Wednesday it plans to hold a 
contest for the best short story on the “anxietv-ridden” life of 
British author Salman Rushdie who has been in hiding 
since Tehran imposed a death sentence six years ago. The 
Islamic Propagation Organisation (IPO) will award a top 
prize of 10 gold coins and a plague of honour to the author 
who best depicts Mr. Rushdie’s “honor-and anxiety- 
ridden" life, the official news agency IRNA said quoting 
the IPO. The winner of the first prize which is worth 
around 51,500 and the 10 runners up — who will also 
receive prizes — will be announced on June 5. IPO. which 
was set up after the 1979 Islamic revolution to propagate 
Iran's revolutionary ideas worldwide, repeatedly under- 
takes moves to condemn Mr. Rushdie. IRNA said IPO had 
proposed the contest because Mr. Rushdie had "himself 
admitted that a life in hiding is deadly for him." 



U.N.report slams Israel’s occupation 


GENEVA (AFP) — Israel’s 
continuing military grip on 
the occupied territories was 
slammed 'in a scathing new Un- 
ited Nations report on human 
rights Wednesday. 

The report’s author Rene 
Felber registered his disgust 
at the situation by asking the 
U.N.’s Human Rights Com- 
mittee, meeting here this 
week, to remove him from 
his post as special rapporteur 
on the occupied territories. 
The publication of the report, 
he said, served only to "salve 
the conscience of the interna- 
tional community. It is an 
alibi role that I refuse.” 
“Only states, through bi- 
lateral or multilateral rela- 
tions can influence the Israeli 
government or the peace pro- 
cess negotiators.” he said. 

The strongly-worded re- 
port is published a day before 

‘Informant 
allowed 
New York 
explosion’ 

NEW YORK (R) — The 
U.S. government informant 
in the trial of a blind cleric 
and 11 others accused of plot- 
ting to blow up New York 
landmarks allowed the World 
Trade Centre to be bombed 
so he could turn a profit, a 
defence lawyer said on Tues- 
day. 

“Emad Salem is a man who 
let six Americans die., and 
gave the FBI the (suspects') 
names afterward... that 
should make you sick,” 
Valerie Amsterdam told an 
anonymous jury of seven 
women and five men in Man- 
hattan federal court. 

* Her opening statement was 
part of the defence team's 
effors in the case against 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man, 56, and 11 others who 
are accused of plotting a 
series of bombings and assas- 
sinations. 

Prosecutors said the defen- 
dants planned to “wage a war 
of urban terrorism" in the 
United States to punish the 
nation for its support of Israel 
and Egypt. 

Much of the government’s 
case will be based on tapes 
provided by Mr. Salem, a 
fonner officer of the Egyp- 
tian army. 

Defence lawyers have 
spent the last two days 
attacking Mr. Salem's credi- 
bility, alleging he was work- 
ing as a “double agent” for 
Egypt and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Prosecutors admitted Mr. 
Salem was paid SI million for 
his help in this case, and have 
conceded that he had lied 
about his background in an 
unrelated trial. 

Defence lawyer Jerry 
Tritz, in his opening remarks, 
said Mr- Salem was helping 
the Egyptian government 
take revenge on Abdul Rah- 
man, who advocates its over- 
throw. Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man was tried three times in 
Egypt but was never con- 
victed. 

“The crimes were master- 
minded by a foreign govern- 
ment and that government is 
Egypt and its agent is Emad 
Salem,” Mr. Tritz told the 
jury. 

At the same time, Mr. 
Salem sought a way of win- 
ning a big fee from the U.S. 
government. Defence 
lawyers said he lured their 
clients into the scheme and 
turned them into the FBI. 

Ms. Amsterdam said the 
FBI had dropped Mr. Salem 
as an agent in 1992 because 
they did not trust him. 


a hastily-convened summit of 
Egyptian. Israeli. Jordanian 
and Palestinian leaders in 
Cairo which will focus on the 
negotiations to extend 
Palestinian self-rule on the 
West Bank. The talks have 
been suspended since a 
suicide bombing on Jan. 22 
killed 21 Israelis. 

Mr. Felber is the only U.N. 
official with a mandate au- 
thorising him free access to 
Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories, which he visited last 
October. 

He said the behaviour of 
the Israeli army had not 
changed since the September 
1993 agreement which cre- 
ated the Palestinian Author- 
ity. 

Mr. Felber. a former Swiss 
foreign minister, criticised 
the army’s tactic of arbitrary 
arrests, the sealing-up of 


Palestinian houses, and “in- 
terrogations carried out in 
unacceptable conditions.” 
“Let us stop imagining that 
the military occupation of the 
territory by a foreign army is 
compatible with respect for 
human rights as we under- 
stand and define them.” 
The Israeli troops stirred 
up hatred against the Palesti- 
nians, he said, citing the ex- 
ample of a Palestinian family 
brutally expelled from their 
Ramaliah home in the middle 
of the night of Oct. 19, whose 
house was ransacked. 

Mr. Felber criticised the 
Israeli policy of extending 
Israeli settlements inside the 
occupied territories. Israelis 
controlled the water supply, 
he said, and as a result, the 
Palestinians received less and 
had to pay more than Israeli 
settlers. 


He attacked the “Israeli sa- 
tion" of the city of Hebron 
where Palestinians were pre- 
vented from living a normal 
life and were being forced to 
leave, while in Gaza City, the 
Palestinian authorities were 
“dumbling under the weight 
of problems.” 

The Gaza economy was 
struggling with 60 per cent 
unemployment, the wide- 
spread availability of arms 
which made security difficult, 
and the lack of infrastructure, 
Mr. Felber said. 

The U.N. rapporteur also 
criticised the “precarious 
conditions” for detainees 
held in the Ketziot military 
camp in the desert. 

He said the international 
community had a duty to 
provide political and financial 
support for the peace pro- 
cess. 


Filali reappointed premier 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan 
of Morocco has asked Prime 
Minister Abdul Latif Filali to 
form a new government from 
the centre-right parliamen- 
tary majority. 

Dr. Filali. a 67-year-old 
liberal, has since November 
1994 headed a cabinet of 
technocrats, which a palace 
statement said would con- 
tinue in a caretaker capacity. 

Dr. Filali would retain his 
post as minister of foreign 
affairs and cooperation, it 
added. 

The king also appointed 
one of the present ministers, 
public Works Minister 
Mohammad Hassad, as man- 
aging director of the state-' 
owned airline Royal Air 
Maroc. whose finances are 
being investigated Dr. Filali. 

The king asked Minister of 
Agriculture Abdul Aziz 
Meziane io fill the public 
works portfolio in the tran- 
sitional government. 

There were no other de- 
tails but official sources have 
said Driss Basri. the powerful 
interior minister, was certain 
to retain the post he has held 


for more than 20 years. 

The king dropped plans to 
name a prime minister from 
the opposition parties last 
month after the four-party 
alliance insisted on Dr. Bas- 
rf s removal as a condition for 
taking part in a coalition gov- 
ernment. 

An official source said Dr. 
Filali was unlikely to make 
changes in other “strategic" 
ministries like finance and 
privatisation. 

Dr. Filali, whose son is 
married to one of the king’s 
three daughters, is a liberal 
lawyer with a diplomatic 
career spanning nearly 40 
years. 

Officials say his reappoint- 
ment will ensure continuity at 
a time of economic transition 
and reassure the business 
community wary of political 
change. 

King Hassan had been ex- 
pected to reappoint Dr. Filali 
after talks with the opposi- 
tion broke down last month. 

The king was angered by 
an opposition demand that 
Mr. Basri. who is also in- 
formation minister . should go 


Paris presses Algiers on Rome call 


PARIS (Agencies) — France 
stepped up pressure on 
Algeria on Wednesday to 
move towards a settlement of 
its tivii strife, strongly urging 
the country to take a plan 
drafted by opposition politi- 
cians as a basis for talks. 

Paris “ardently hopes that 
the .Algerian government will 
see in this (plan) the begin- 
ning of a process that can 
converge with its own efforts 
and reignite a drive towards 
peace and democracy," De- 
fence Minister Francois 
Leotard said. 

His statement, in an opin- 
ion article in the conservative 
daily Le Figaro, was the 
strongest endorsement yet by 
a French official of the" joint 
peace proposal signed by 
leading opposition parties 
last month m Rome. 

Officials until now had 
merely cited the proposal and 
urged Algiers to open a dia- 
logue with fundamentalist 
Muslims who renounce vio- 
lence. 

The Algerian government 
has so far rejected the 
opposition plan as a basis for 
dialogue. The country has 
been shaken by violence 
since the army-backed au- 
thorities cancelled 1992 
general elections that the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to 
win. 

Up to 30,000 people have 
died in the ensuing three 


years of strife, according to 
Western intelligence esti- 
mates. 

Mr. Leotard reiterated that 
a solution to Algeria's woes 
was up to Algerians alone 
and said that France, its for- 
mer colonial master, could 
only encourage it while pro- 
viding economic aid. 

He also acknowledged that 
the joint opposition proposal 
was flawed in that it failed to 
denounce “terrorism" defini- 
tively and. although it was 
endorsed by the FIS. failed to 
include other militant Islamic 
groups operating in Algeria. 

"But these questions, 
raised appropriately for pur- 
poses or analysis, must not 
become pretexts for denying 
the hope that the Rome 
agreement represents." he 
said. 

The plan was appealing, he 
said, because it was an Alge- 
rian document written by 
Algerians that "constitutes a 
veritable road map towards 
reconciliation and democra- 
cy." 

The article was published 
two days after a suicide bomb 
attack on Algiers police 
headquarters that killed 42 
people. 

A leader of the outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), condemned the car- 
bomb attack, the indepen- 
dent daily La Tribune of 
Algeria reported Wednes- 
day. 


Two other opposition 
movements on Wednesday 
also denounced the attack, 
for which responsibility has 
not yet been claimed. 

Algerians observed five 
minutes' silence in memory 
of the victims at 1.000 p.m. 
(12TO GMT) Wednesday, 
during which sirens were 
sounded. The call was issued 
jointly by the government 
and the trade union federa- 
tion and employers’ federation 
during negotiations Tuesday. 

“Ali Djeddi said lie was 
revolted by this attack that 
nobody can understand,” the 
Tribune said, adding that the 
FIS official had called for a 
“thorough investigation to 
establish everyone’s responsi- 
bilities before God and the 
people.” 

The paper said that as Mr. 
Djeddi enjoyed the confi- 
dence of all the FIS lead- 
ership and in particular of its 
president, Abassi Madani, 
his statement could be seen 
as the movement’s official 
stance on the matter. 

Mr. Djeddi, who was sent- 
enced to four years' prison by 
a military court in Biida and 
detained with six other FIS 
leaders, including Mr. Mada- 
ni said his deputy Ali 
Bclhadj. was freed in Febru- 
ary last year. Mr. Madani 
said Mr. Belhadj were freed 
last September but placed 
under house arrest. 


and his statement enunciated 
what the country suspected 
was blocking formation of a 
coalition government after 30 
years of right-wing rule. 

The opposition, which in- 
itially refused to have any 
role in government after de- 
claring last year’s elections 
falsified, later relented but 
insisted that the prime minis- 
ter be allowed a free hand to 
name ministers, including 
that of interior minister. 

The opposition parties 
hold 125 seats in the 333-seat 
chamber of representatives. 

Dr. Filali first entered gov- 
ernment in 1968 as minister 
of higher education, having 
served with the Foreign 
Ministry in the 1950s with the 
rank of plenipotentiary 
minister after obtaining a 
doctorate in law from Paris 
University. 

Born in Fez to a disting- 
uished family. Dr. Filali 
speaks fluent French, Span- 
ish and English as well as his 
native Arabic. He has also 
served as ambassador to 
Madrid and the United Na- 
tions. 



WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Palestinians are guilty of 
some of the same abuses they 
once accused Israel of since 
they took control of some 
functions in Gaza and Jericho 
last May, the State Depart- 
ment said Wednesday. 

Elsewhere, praising prog- 
ress in the Middle East peace 
process, the U.S. also urged 
an end to special U.N. hu- 
man rights scrutiny of Israeli 
practices in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

In a speech to the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission, 
U.S. delegate Geraldine Fer- 
raro backed a recommenda- 
tion by U.N. investigator 
Rene Felber that his mission 
should come to an end. 

Mr. Felber. who is sche- 
duled to present his report to 
the 53-nation body Friday, 
concluded that political con- 
demnation bad failed to im- 
prove Israeli respect for hu- 
man rights and there should 
be a change in methods. 

Algeria disagreed with the 
recommendation, and said 
serious rights violations con- 
tinued unchecked. 

The European Union said 
in a statement that the rights 
situation remained “of great 
concern, not least because of 
the expansion of Israeli set- 
tlement." 

“We believe that the com- 
mission should reject the ex- 
cessive and unproductive rhe- 
toric which has characterised 
the debate on the Middle 
East all too often in the 
past,” commented Ms. Fer- 
raro. 

“Let us recognise and hon- 
our those who, like this year's 
Nobel Peace Prize winners 
Yasser Arafat, Shimon Peres 
and Yitzhak Rabin, have put 
hope and human rights ahead 
of hatred.” 

The State Department re- 
port released in Washington 
noted that the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
assumed authority for Gaza 
and Jericho only in May and 
so, “it is difficult to assess 
fully the (FNA’s) human 
rights record for the period 
under review.” 

It said that in the case of 
the one extrajudida) killing, 
involving a detainee in cus- 
tody, individuals were 
charged with misconduct in 
the case, but none has been 
brought to trial. 

The report concludes that 
despite such problems there 
were “dear improvements m 
the human rights situation in 
the occupied territories in 
1994,” including no deporta- 
tions by Israel of Palestinians 
for the second straight year. 

But it also said “there were 
credible reports that during 
1994 Israel mistreated, and in 
some cases tortured, Palesti- 
nians during arrest and inter- 
rogation.” 

The report accused Russia 
of a soing of human rights 
violations, including the 
overuse of force in break- 
away Chechenya, dismal pris- 
on conditions, police beatings 
and cruel hazing of military 
recruits. 

The report also faults Chi- 
na as “an authoritarian state” 
that failed to improve its re- 
cord of “widespread and 
well-documented human 
rights abuses” during a year 
when President Clintdn ex- 
tended Beijing’s favoured 
trading status. 

The report is compiled pri- 
marily from information 
gathered by U.S. diplomatic 
missions around the world. 

— Iraq, where information 
was drawn from non-U.S. 
sources because there is no 
U.S. embassy in Baghdad, 
the report said an abysmal 
record did not improve — 
and worsened in several 
areas. There was mass execu- 
tions of political opponents, 
widespread use of torture, 
extreme repression of ethnic 
groups, disappearances and 
arbitrary detention. 

— Iran, where information 
also was obtained from non- 
U.S. sources, there was no 
evidence of improvement in 
1994, systematic abuses in- 
clude arbitrary arrests and 
detentions, widespread use of 
torture and summary execu- 
tions. “There is a lively and ■ 
open debate on political 
jssues, but the ruling clerics 
effectively control the elec- 
toral process,” the report 
said. 

. — Turkey, in armed con- 
flict with the Kurdish Labour 
Party, restricts the press and 
keeps civilians out of certain 
areas when it declares a state 
of emergency. The human 
rights situation worsened 
signficantly, with police and 
security forces using torture 
and excessive force, it said. 0 
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D survived a ^ __ 

(60-metre) jump from^fe 
Golden Gate Bridge;^ 
Coast Guard said. Pcopfe£* 
quentiy commit suiad&ij 
jumping off the bridge;^ 
985 people have endedsM 
lives there since the/ba|fe 
opened in May 1937, affienk 
say. Only about25 peoples 
known to have survived^! 
ML The 43-year-okLwd> 
was picked up by a Cots 
Guard life boat soon afiepdc 
jumped from the Sout&'|?*- 
er of the orange msptawi 
bridge which spans the'ifcfc- 
ance to San Franciscoljfy, 


d * p “ ches 

ron— Arab leaders won 
from Israel at 0* 
iffisumnut here to res- 
its with the Paleso- 
uft “Jr t failed to make 
wans bat of 

^Jpsonthe West 
the closure of the tenv 

or an end to settlement 

^ three issues have dog- 

% 2 a Egyptian official 
J Friday that the aim of 
SLjay’s landmark summit 
Sthe leaders of Israel. 
ST Jordan and the Pales- 

Sliberation Organisation 

(prO) was “not to resolve 
L outstanding issues be- 
jrten the Israelis and the 
Mfirinians." 

lBtca d it was aimed “at 
gjpng up a mechanism to 
jjie these problems.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
•hk Rabin on Friday called 
if* meeting ‘‘a turning point” 
hi peace which would con- 
ioe “to act in the direction 
a peace in the Middle East.” 
He held five hours of talks 
ijil) Egyptian President Hos- 
g Mubarak. PLO leader 


Coast Guard Petty Officer In *■ , . , _ j. _ I 

wants j 

complained of pain n#t| Vnlo ’ 


right arm, but was “akrfjad ‘balanced’ 

responsive when sheiks 
rescued from the sea. Officer iri+W 

Murphy said. The €&st uCoUl fi L V 
Guard, which is stationed , J 

near the bridge, was allied f) O I O FY 

by a Golden Gate Budge « ■ vJ V-J I Q I I 


official who spotted- ibe 

woman hanging fromftte BSRUT(AP) — Syria’s vice 
bridge and then saw hcr^ jRadent Friday reiterated 
go. Officer Murphy sad it j® Damascus will settle for 
was very rare for someone® totting less than a total 
survive a jump from the GW- Mi withdrawal from the 
den Gate Bridge. The ht% Golan Heights with “equal 


has only low railings fad ud balanced security 
proposals to build higher bar- aangements" as a precondi- 
riers have met objections^ foa for peace, 
cost grounds and because if Abdul Halim Khaddam 
would spoil the view. the statement in an 


Murder over 
one-cent dispute; 


?“pnents as a precondi- 
troi for peace. 

Mul Halim Khaddam 
the statement in an 
®*™ew recorded in Daxnas- 
ZT v week Md broadcast 
jJJtyby Lebanon’s Future 
2°"’ a P riv ate Beirut 
™5? d by Prime 


COLOMBO (AFP) -£A r on owned by Prime 
man who tried to define j Rafik Al Hariri, 
heated argument between)* JJ-J Khaddam ’s restate- 
friend and a shopkeeper^ r"* 0 * Syria’s position con- 
the price of two cigarettes utile that was new. 
was beaten to death neartbr ? underlined Syria’s de- 
Sri Lankan capital Cokfflifo to hang tough in 

a local daily repor&j ^.jjous war of nerves 
Wednesday. The victim tfii hoping the Amer- 

to settle the dispute owujM ZL 7 I Pressure Israel into 
underpayment of 50 cafe m??*- 
(one U.S. cent) for tt* ^ > Khaddam blamed the 
cigarettes, but bystangs jjgjaate for a year-old 
joined in, triggering a ll*- ui Israel’s negotia- 
fbr-aUIastwSkatl^t J with Syria and Uba- 
dara, near here, the Lank- ■ 
adeepa daily said. The no progress 

stfars-iS l^nar: *3 


refuses 


ot changed 
he said, 
to commit 


3 Sf ' head ^ ^ rC 7 h r e o te ? = 

X ^oiascus aoL GoIan until 

Old Tasmanian ? 
tree shows ^ >. Rate, 
unusual [£- r£?’ s ?f 

global warmlngi 


the world's oldest livjal 
organisms, found on Ab#*" 
iia’s island state of Tasns|*j 
have shown unusual gk*® 
wanning over the 
years, scientists saw TS? 
day. Ed Cook, a tfaflg 
dating specialist from 
umbia University in the|Efc; 
ited States, said anfltysiyj 
the tree’s trunk rinS^Sr 
provided a temperature^*? 
cord for the past 3*800-J!!Sr 
“Since the early 1960s flra* 
been unusually warm 
have to go back 2,000 
to find a period of comp** 
ble warmth,” Mr. CookJ?" 
Reuters by 

Tasmania. “In the pastAgr 
years there hasonlybeagj' 
other 30-year 

been wanner than tpp|£. 
period.” Mr. Cook 
record was useful fin?® 
faring global wanniqfc^ 
the effects of greerifi^ 


^ Case ako L ^ ba ^ 0n ’ said 
Nfcte on a 

ftflei *-* from a 

&° n which 6 t D Soutb 
Nried lsr ael has 

ib? v™ ° r 

With iJJJjjW; a peace 

Sag- ay 


Khadds 


‘‘Tb ***“auaam 

and 


SnftH sts on g °ri- eniment 

£?sd wJf ban <W. 

a™ ,th dra^, rc cod- 
Mr. ffw_ Wal «s th* 


far as anon. 
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